The Month 


Review 


MANY MONTHS, threatening clouds had gath- 

ered over the Polish political scene. 
summer, while the world’s attention was turned 
the unresolved Middle Eastern situation, the storm 
erupted. July 21, the eve the anni- 
versary the birth Communist Poland, militia- 
men and members the Security Police swooped 
down the ancient monastery Jasna Gora Czestochowa, raided the premises, con- 
fiscated church equipment and, wielding rubber truncheons, pummeled monks and pilgrims, 
including women and children. With this lightning assault the most sacred Polish 
Church shrines, the regime had broken, dramatically possibly could, the uneasy 
truce inaugurated with Party chief Gomulka’s assumption power October 1956, The 
crassness the move and the brutality displayed, well the mounting waves press 
criticisms aimed the Church, bore all the hallmarks typical Communist 
backed growing mobilization the State’s powers. country like Poland, where the 
overwhelming majority the people are Catholic and where Catholicism inseparable 
from the historic struggle for national survival, the new campaign pits the tiny, dis- 
united Communist Party against the rest the country. Thus far, Gomulka had shied 
away from contests broad scale. Most his repressive measures had hitherto been 
persons such the intellectuals within the Party who, though vocal and influen- 
tial, were outside the popular main stream. had thus continued cater the major- 
ity maintaining the curb the secret police, resisting overt Stalinist pressures for 
re-collectivization the land, and adhering the spirit his armistice with the Church. 
The significance the anti-Church offensive that, carried through its ultimate 
objective—the elimination the Church rival power Poland—it will almost inevi- 
tably spell end what left Gomulka’s original “Polish road Socialism.” 


The use force the Security Police Jasna Gora, though perhaps not planned, 
was unavoidable. The regime has stressed that its actions are directed the 
secular activities the hierarchy, not religion per or, under Stalinism, all 
religious believers. Polish Catholics, however, are bound dismiss these arguments 
specious and designed isolate their leaders. matter what the rationale, therefore, 
assault against the Church leadership fight against the majority the people and will, 
continued, require the reintroduction Stalinist police measures. such contest the 
regime will unable countenance the survival huge sector—the independently- 
farming peasant population—over which has but indirect control. Fears that the peas- 
ants might turn against have already prompted the Party accuse the Church plot- 
ting force peasants return property once Church-owned. probably coincidence 
that the midst the controversy the authorities announced that compulsory deliveries 
will not discontinued this year and demanded that peasants pay forthwith their 
debts the State. 


After the incident Jasna Gora and other clashes and State confiscations Church’ 
equipment used duplicate religious reading material, the Church, according regime 
sources, agreed submit censorship all material intended for general consumption and 
transfer the duplicating machines outside sacred premises. But the matter was still far 
from resolved after this new “agreement.” fact, sooner had been made than new 
attacks were launched, with some barbs directed Cardinal Primate Wyszynski himself. 
One paper, quoting him out context, accused him “intrusion, broad front, into 
nearly all spheres secular The charge revealed what seems the bottom 
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the whole controversy: the Party’s panic discovering that while the Church grew 
stronger its martyrdom under Stalinism has also grown stronger the new period 
relative toleration. The regime, seems, particularly vexed religious inroads 
among the younger One indication its annoyance and disappointment this 
respect recent official directive reintroducing Communist-dominated “youth circles” 
the armed forces. The regime never tires pointing out that Roman Catholicism enjoys 
more privileges Poland than many other countries, that optional religious teaching was 
reintroduced all State schools, that many churches have been rebuilt, that religious ob- 
servances are unfettered, and that relations soured only after Cardinal Wyszynski’s return 
from his 1957 summer trip the Vatican. 


What the regime does not stress that even its weakest moment, the immediate 
post-October situation, never relinquished its aim eliminating Church influence and 
preserved its arsenals such tainted weapons PAX, the Stalinist-minded “religious” 
organization. also refused return the Church’s confiscated charitable or- 
ganization, and never granted the Church permission publish its own daily. What has 
changed, therefore, not the overall intent but the tactics, which have fast degenerated 
from surly compromise ill-tempered chicanery (as not allowing the Church dis- 
tribute its own gift parcels) outright opposition. The timing this change method 
makes probable that fear the Church’s growing influence was not the only determin- 
ing factor. Within the country there was also the crucial problem intra-Party politics, 
that is, the now perennial postponement the Party Congress related the equally 
persistent question the ascendancy Gomulka’s faction position unrivalled 
power. There are indications that Gomulka shuffling key personnel the powerful 
and often inimical—provincial Party apparatus, mostly removing Stalinists from sensitive 
posts the machinery. Since the anti-Churc campaign undoubtedly popular these 
circles orthodox bureaucracy, the First Secretary may using heal wounds freshly 
opened his 


Finally, there the largely unknown question outside pressure. Since the signing 
the November 1957 Moscow declaration, but particularly since the recent onslaught against 
Yugoslavia, all the countries the area have carefully built the concept “Socialist 
unity,” shunning open criticism each other. Hence all the more remarkable that 
recently the Soviet and some sectors the Satellite press have once again opened their col- 
umns vituperations against Polish “revisionist” art and literature. Gomulka thus may 
have been pressured into harder line against the Church the Soviet leaders or, through 
the latter, the Chinese. 


Indeed Chinese influence developments Soviet Satellite Europe has recently grown. 
Officially, the most reverent bow obediance still addressed the Soviet Union. Yet 
whether not was Chinese Chairman Mao who reversed acceptance 
summit meeting within the Security Council, the fact that all Satellite papers promi- 
nently printed both the acceptance and the rejection, which, course, included 
lated reference China. This public humiliation the Soviet chief could only serve 
boost Chinese Communist prestige East European Party ranks. Moreover, becom- 
ing increasingly evident that the Chinese are actively backing the more orthodox Stalin- 
ist elements within these Parties, and have promptly and approvingly reprinted the most 
extreme East European diatribes, particularly those directed Yugoslavia. Tito, usually 
well informed about Communist bloc affairs, stressed China’s opposition “the policy 
coexistence” his mid-June speech Labin. 


seems therefore that Soviet intransigence, Chinese and local exigencies 
have merged the new era East European retrogression. The latest symptom this 
reversal liberalization has been the areawide stiffening sentences against so-called 
“theft Socialist Romania, following the Bulgarian example, man was 
condemned death for such “crime.” all the countries, even some extent 
Poland, the term “Socialist legality” now often again used camouflage official iniquity. 
Reinforcing this trend perverted past was the concerted, Stalinist-type anti-West cam- 
paign connection with the Middle East crisis. years gone by, lies and distortions 
were copiously used the press all the countries slander the United States. 
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POLAND'S PRESS: 


First series 


The Fading Flame 


“All successful newspapers are ceaselessly querulous and 
bellicose. They never defend anyone anything they 
can help it; the job forced upon them, they tackle 
denouncing someone something else.” 


Mencken 


STRUGGLE FOR press unfettered drastic censor- 

ship commenced Poland shortly after Stalin’s death 
1953. Although the fight began mildly enough the 
form debate literary periodicals the bureaucrati- 
zation art, the effect was that thunderclap heralding 
storm which three years later 


shook the nation its 
foundations. 


The fact was that debate any subject 


Ludu 


ertecane 
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contrast front pages. Left, the leading Party daily Trybuna Ludu Warsaw 


meant startling departure from past Communist journal- 
istic practice. Throughout the Stalinist era, the press had 
existed solely mirror reflecting Party mythology and 
opinion every field; 
opened, signalling end the monotony, 
and selective silences which had made 
more than propaganda bulletins. 

1955, the struggle conducted 
munist journalists with the 
had led 


once the possibility controversy 
however, the were 
conformity 
newspapers little 


liberalizing Com- 
tacit consent the regime, 


startling change the content number 


Polish newspapers, chiefly the cultural reviews which 
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June 25, 1958; the make-up drab, the one small 


photograph shows the Speaker the Sejm (Parliament) with the Chairman the Czechoslovak National Assembly the occasion 


the latter’s visit Poland. 
Factories” 
Mlodych (Warsaw), the Socialist Youth Organization daily. 
model Florida; the central picture 
film actresses and actors Brussels for the Fair. 


The two main headlines read: 


The upper photograph, 
Burian, popular Czechoslovak comedian; 
The top center headline 


(right) “Workers’ Self-Government Conferences Already Thosuand 
and (left) “Lebanese Rebels Prepare General Offensive.” 


The other front page, the same date, that Sztandar 
taken from Italian weekly, shows American 
the bottom picture shows number 


refers the world soccer championship finals 


between Sweden and Brazil; the top left headline concerns elderly American from Ohio who swam the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers 
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became forum for the writers’ rebellion. first, the 

chief point dispute was how much control the Party 

should exercise over literature. The rebels complained that 

excessive Party supervision had stultified art and made 
hypocrites writers. They also implied the need for new 
artistic theories, and rejected “Socialist realism” con- 
fining, unrealistic and outmoded. This rejection the 
Zhdanov line led, some cases, criticism the en- 
forced aping Soviet models and ostensibly objective 
discussions about the broad differences between Soviet and 
Polish “historical conditions.” What these discussions re- 
vealed was intense hostility towards Soviet domination and 
Soviet-imposed standards. 

time, the rebellion focussed daily life. economic 
papers, non-Party journals and youth organs there ap- 
peared articles such previously “unmentionable” sub- 
jects poverty, poor housing conditions, the demoralization 
young people, backwardness the provinces and the 
immense difficulties existence. Some the nation’s 
leading Communist intellectuals began publicly question 
the correctness the Party’s economic planning, the limits 
its ideology, and the necessity its taboos concerning 
the West. Readers, encouraged this activity, began 


Front cover the popular picture weekly Swiat (Warsaw), 
January 19, 1958. subject matter, photographic style and mood 
Swiat much closer Western periodicals than any similar 
publication elsewhere the area. 


write letters editors demanding fuller and more objective 
information their newspapers, and deploring the lack 
statistical information and unbiased news from abroad. 
All this contributed dramatic change the role 
the press: longer acting the mouthpiece the Party 
alone, became many-tongued, echoing the voices in- 
dividuals and reiterating the people’s most urgent demands. 


After the Twentieth Congress 


After the partial repudiation Stalinism the Twen- 
tieth Soviet Party Congress February 1956, the Polish 
press became even more outspoken, particularly matters 
pertaining Soviet-Polish relations. Some writers were 
bold enough refer Soviet war crimes against Poland, 
demand the rehabilitation members the much- 
maligned Polish Home Army (AK) and speculate about 
the Katyn massacre. Other articles bemoaned the unjusti- 
fied purges the Soviet and Polish Parties the postwar 
period and the bitter exclusion Yugoslavia from the 
Communist bloc 1948. this time, the more liberal 
papers were filled with articles young Communists who 
told their grief and disillusionment now that the lies 
and mythologies the Stalinist past had been bared; they 
asked how they were live and what they were believe 
and they questioned whether anything anyone could 
restore their faith. 


Finally, October 1956, the upheaval came. Despite 
Soviet objections, the liberal Communists pushed for the 
return power the “national Communist” Wladyslaw 
Gomulka, and when Gomulka, despite Soviet threats, be- 
came overnight the Party’s chief instead the Party’s 
captive, the rebels felt that victory and freedom had been 
secured. 


the first months after October, the press grew more 
varied and departed even further from the monochromatic 
character orthodox Communism. The popular liberaliz- 
ing papers such Prostu and Nowa Kultura continued 
print critical appraisals contemporary reality and 
advocated far-reaching changes and extension civil 
liberties. Party organs, such the daily Trybuna Ludu, 
adhered largely their former “official” tone, spoke cau- 
tiously change, and implied that the Eighth Plenum, 
which Gomulka had assumed power, had obviated the 
need for and complaints. Stalinist voices 
also were heard, and Gomulka’s supporters staunchly de- 
fended “the Polish October” from attack both home 
and abroad. face criticism from the USSR and other 
regimes the area, they upheld the “correctness” the 
“Polish road,” made the most the then Chinese thesis, 
one hundred flowers bloom,” and extolled the ex- 
ample Yugoslavia. general, debate once more be- 


came prominent feature the Polish press—individuals 
disputed with other individuals future policies, Catho- 
lics debated with Communists the question “world 
lively controversy did much convince the 
outside world revival Polish freedoms. number 
new periodicals were established this period, includ- 
ing many daring and sprightly student weeklies, much 
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Three consecutive issues Przekroj, illustrated weekly published Cracow (July 28, August August 11, 1957). Przekroj 


lively, full “human interest,” entertainment news. 


more space was given developments the West, and 
for the first time years the Polish reader could feel that 
the press was catering variety interests and tastes. 

However, shortly after Gomulka had 
power the January 1957 elections there were signs that 
Communist government—whether headed Gomulka 
anyone else—would not permit press removed from 
its control. What happened was that the regime which 
had come power with the help the press and which 
presumably was basing its program the widely published 
demands for liberalization, had begun, under growing pres- 
sure from the USSR, fear its erstwhile ally. Like its 
predecessors, the Gomulka regime insisted that the task 
the press was support Party policies and not act the 
role independent critic. The press could not oppose 
Party decisions, “exaggerate” national ills, suggest “un- 
acceptable” policies; the contrary, its task was give 
the government its fullest support. 

This hardening attitude was embodied mounting 
campaign against “revisionist” tendencies. 1957 and 
early 1958, the most outspoken papers were accused 
apostasy and either banned brought under control. 
Prostu was extinguished; Nowa Kultura and others were 
shaken up; new periodicals, such Nowe Sygnaly and Pog- 
lady, were swiftly liquidated for stepping out line; and 
once again fear threatened undermine the integrity 
newspapermen, who became the victims the Party’s insis- 
tence adherence the official line. Although today the 


Polish press still more varied, lively and independent than 
the press elsewhere the Soviet orbit, seems evident that 
freedom the wane. How long the existing freedoms 
will last uncertain; what certain that, under present 
conditions, the press expected handmaiden 
the Party. 


The Role the Press 


THE HEATED September 1956, when the thaw 
Poland was moving toward the October climax, the 
Journalists’ Union held three-day meeting which 
attempted secure for the press rights that had been 
long denied. resolution passed the session demanded, 
for instance, that all cases “discrimination” against pub- 
lications and their staffs reported the Union chiefs, 
that the Party counteract “harmful obstacles” placed the 
way the press, and that steps taken limit the 
censorship powers the Office Press Control. These de- 
mands were made against background achievement 
and mood triumph. Events the past year had re- 
stored Polish journalists their sense dignity and mis- 
sion, and the fact that liberalizing newspapers had success- 
fully fomented thaw and helped force change regime 
policy had bolstered morale such extent that the 
fighting spirit writers and reporters was greater than 
ever before. This attitude was expressed not only the 
meeting, but the September 1956 issue the Union 


organ, Prasa Polska, which stated: “Never the his- 
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During the riots protesting the ban Prostu, the liberal Communist student weekly, October 1957: front the Warsaw 
University, militiamen advance demonstrating students. 


tory our society has the press played the role now 
playing. The role and significance our press [can felt] 
beyond national boundaries. The press has become active 
factor the international workers’ movement.” 

October, when the thaw culminated Gomulka’s 
return power Party First Secretary the Eighth 
Plenum, the press was rewarded for its efforts the prom- 
ise that its freedom forthrightly critical would 
preserved. The official spokesman for this liberal view was 
Deputy Premier Piotr Jaroszewicz, who rejected the Stalin- 
ists’ warnings that Polish newspapers had gone too far with 
free speech and that their “bumblings” and “mistakes” 
were dangerous the nation. Jaroszewicz said that those 
who saw harm “throbbing press” should ask themselves 
what would happen newspapers were silent pretended 
saccharine manner that all was well. “Such situa- 
tion,” remarked, “would much more dangerous 
the Party and the people’s rule.” Going even further, 
Jaroszewicz insisted that attempt would made re- 
store the old line, either the press national organi- 
zations: “To deny the right speak,” Jaroszewicz de- 
clared, strike the forces most loyal the people’s 
authority and Socialist construction. This can 
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done only without the people, spite the Party and the 
nation, (Nowe Drogi, October 1956.) 


The note triumph and liberalism, however, was soon 
shattered the chaotic post-October days. Increas- 
ingly, the press began reflect the bitterness which existed 
between the “Natolinists” (Stalinists) and the “revision- 
ists” (liberalizers), and although Gomulka and his group 
tried maintain centrist position, they reacted strongly 
barbs directed regime policies the press and gradually 
succumbed pressures exerted the Soviet Union for 
tighter censorship. The rising tension between the press 
and the government was reflected Prasa Polska, Janu- 
ary 1957, which hinted that the time had come for journal- 
ists tone down their articles and act more “carefully”: 


“If anyone’s face reddened with indignation the ‘incit- 
ing’ articles that revealed economic errors, anyone held 
the press responsible for Poznan, anyone condemned 
journalists for spreading propaganda—he could 
branded, almost always accurately, adherent the 
old system. believe, and not without reason, that the 


press, combatting bureaucracy, taking the side the 
working people divulging the causes the difficult eco- 
nomic situation, and acting boldly against man- 


vag 


aged remove the lid from the seething cauldron which 
represented the attitude the masses before the Eighth 
Plenum. Therefore, was largely our doing that the Polish 
October was different from the Hungarian, and that vic- 
tory was achieved peaceful means. However, after be- 
coming intoxicated this victory, are that much more 
stunned the torrent criticism which recently has 
been poured over our feverish heads. accept with 
feeling hurt, like punished child. However, are 
not children, and seems that should able 
make sober evaluation and ask ourselves whether 
there isn’t drop truth the bitter potion have now 
been served.” 


The Ninth Plenum 


Some the harshest accusations against the press ap- 
peared the weekly Polityka, unofficial organ Go- 
mulka’s faction, which tried convince bellicose 
journalists that their task the post-October period was 
not criticism but “constructive criticism.”* special 
article for the weekly, the Marxist philosopher Adam 
Schaff complained, for instance, that the Polish press had 
become “no” press, devoted “negation and unmask- 
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stated that “at the present time this fact 
undoubtedly its greatest weakness the lack positive 
program, impotence when time say what ‘should be’ 
instead what ‘should not be.’” this charge, the out- 
spoken Nowa Kultura, March 24, 1957, replied, “conserva- 
tives not like the press,” indicating its opposition all 
attempts devious otherwise impose unanimity 
the press the name so-called post-October needs. 
Because wayward newspapers continued ignore these 
attacks, Polityka stopped beating about the bush. Shortly 
before the May 1957 Ninth Plenum the Party Central 
Committee, its May 8-14 issue, the weekly bluntly stated 
that numerous publications had questioned the Party’s 
leading role and abandoned “the line Marxism-Lenin- 
ism.” Not few writers, the paper added, “had crawled 
down positions affirming bourgeois democracy and capi- 
talism.” Even more serious was the tendency news- 
papers regard themselves autonomous: “Some peo- 


Control the Polish press exercised three main organs: 
the party Central Committee Press Bureau, headed Artur Stare- 
wicz; the Main Office Press Control, presided over Czeslaw 
Skonecki; and the Party Central Committee Propaganda Depart- 
ment under the supervision Andrzej Werblan. The main 
publishing center Poland the Publishing 
Cooperative Press) which issues all Party publications and which 
1954 was given the rights spokesman for the interests the en- 
tire press. After 1950, RSW took over the management publica- 
tions issued the Communist-dominated Peasant Party and incor- 
porated the Czytelnik Press Institution, the main publisher unoffi- 
cial (or non-Party) literature. (To deceive the public, Czytelnik’s 
name was retained, thus giving the impression that existed 
separate company.) The remainder Polish publications outside 
RSW’s control consisted mainly technical and professional organs 
and pseudo-Catholic literature issued the PAX organization. Cir- 
culation all publications determined publishing commission 
composed representatives the Party Press Department, 
the President RSW, and representative the Central Dis- 
tribution Bureau (RUCH). Increases newspaper deliveries 
require Party Central Committee approval, appointments 
including and above the rank department chief all publica- 
tions. sum, the regime had and continues have admin- 
istrative monopoly all printing and distributing facilities and 
controls publishing assets and policies. 


ple began treat the press independent political 
force, separate from the Party, the nation and its organs. 
enjoyed the press capitalist countries, where usually 
constitutes profitable capitalist enterprise. Socialist 
countries, the press cannot play completely independent 
role.” 

the Ninth Plenum, Gomulka himself delivered sharp 
reprimand Wiktor Woroszylski, editor-in-chief the out- 
spoken Nowa Kultura; Roman Zimand, editor the na- 
tion’s most belligerently “liberal” paper, Prostu; and 
Communist philosopher Leszek Kolakowski, who had stated 
Zycie Warszawy, February 1957, that “Socialist democ- 
racy” should not opposed “bourgeois democracy,” 
and that the Party should content merely “inspire 
Socialism.” Labelling these individuals “revisionists,” 
Gomulka declared that their ideology was the ideology 
capitulation the class enemy (see East Europe, July 


1957, pp. 40-41). 


The Tenth Plenum 


the time the Tenth Plenum October 1957, Go- 
mulka had abandoned all attempts rely solely the 
efficacy such words. series reprisals, his govern- 
ment had suppressed Prostu and several other periodi- 
cals, tightened the censorship, and removed number 
journalists from both the Party and their 
posts. his address the Tenth Plenum, Gomulka took 
severe stand against what called “anti-Socialist forces” 
newspaper and propaganda centers. declared that 
despite changes made since the Eighth Plenum “certain 
periodicals and newspapers” had continued propagate 


i 4 one 
q 


me 


During the October 1957 Prostu riots: young man reaches for 
brick the clash between police and demonstrators. 
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“disappointment Socialism.” accused them paint- 
ing Polish reality the darkest colors, idealizing the West, 
and undermining the policy “friendship with the USSR,” 
and demanded that they must have “freedom” only 
further “Socialism” 


“The freedom speech and democratic liberties intro- 
duced the Eighth Plenum are serve the cause im- 
proving Socialist construction and not insulting and 
the duty the press represent reality exactly the way 
looks. The press has the right criticize all negative 
phenomena. only demand that all criticism de- 
rived from creative positions, that positive and help 
the construction Socialism instead striking against 
it. The press has the right make sensible criticism 

activities the national administration, not excluding 
ministerial departments. the same time, the duty 
the press help State authorities and popularize the 
policies the Party and government. will aid the 
press its search for means enriching the theory and 
practice Socialist construction, but such search cannot 
lead the Party, the workers’ movement and Socialism into 
revisionist and nihilist Ludu, October 
26, 1957 


Journalists Protest 


Gomulka’s demands for “sensible” criticism from “cre- 
ative positions” did little conciliate Polish journalists, 
who saw their newly-won liberties being crushed the 
name changes they themselves had helped bring about. 
Some them voiced their disappointment and fears 
plenary session the Central Board the Journalists’ 
Union, November 16-17, 1957, after report was read 
which substance reiterated Gomulka’s charges against 
the press the Party Plenum the month before. the 
discussion which followed the report journalist Alojzy 
Sroga from Warsaw complained, for instance, that the day 
after Prostu had been banned, local county office 
Cracow Province closed its doors him, and officials who 
previously had been cordial now remarked that all jour- 
nalists were revisionists with whom was best not asso- 
ciate. for the journalists themselves, Sroga said, they 
had begun ask, should put myself danger?” 
and feared that once again writers would say one thing 
for private consumption and another for public use, 
“shouting and ‘long 

Henryk Himmelfarb from Kielce criticized the serious 
abatement discussion the provincial press and attempts 
turn local newspapers into “posters.” “When Comrade 
Gomulka speaks about the need criticize from Party po- 
sitions,” said, large number journalists understand 
this mean total resignation from criticism. There 
criticism, but only that which demands the least respon- 
sibility.” for the large proportion trash provincial 
papers, Himmelfarb explained fear becoming 
seriously engaged serious matters. 

Wilhelmina Skulska from Warsaw spoke about the “hunt 
for journalists” which was currently process and said 
that “if the policy insinuation, warping what person 
writes, applied very often the situation becomes 


very difficult.” analyzing mistakes the press, journal- 
ist Skulska referred the knotty problem State-press 
relations. She said that because the press “attack against 
conservatives” had not distinguished be- 
tween good and bad segments the State apparatus 
all members the bureaucracy had united and assumed 
consolidated front. This had led painful results: “The 
attack the State apparatus has created new phenome- 
non which we, journalists, must attend very 
severe symptom where the State apparatus depends upon 
impunity.” 

Wojciech Krasucki from Warsaw denounced “petty, 
cowardly people” editorial offices who, the name 
Party unity, were deleting “provocative words” from ar- 
ticles, “courageous thoughts,” and everything that was 
“neither revisionist nor dogmatic but simply the outcome 
the journalists’ personal searches.” 

Marian Bielicki from Warsaw, who delivered one the 
most uncompromising talks the session, declared that 
the main problems were freedom the press and the “de- 
fense the journalist working man.” the latter 
connection, referred repressive action against 
journalists well the dismissal 386 others the 
course 1957, allegedly because financial reasons: “And 
heard that further releases due personnel reductions 
threaten. this just repair one year the mistakes 
dozen years so? not think so.” Bielicki also 
said that instead reflecting and forming public opinion 
the press had reverted the past practice “comment- 
that is, discussing problem only after was solved 
and commenting parrot-like fashion. for the 
banned Prostu, Bielicki stated: 


doubt that paper like Prostu was treated 
official voice anyone. was paper expressing various 
attitudes various people. The existence such paper 
is, convinced, certainly not dangerous; rather 
positive factor that polemics with it— and this 
ried the columns various other papers. But 
road now being taken which instead discussion and 
polemics, the right speech being taken away from 
various journalists newspapers.” 

answer those journalists the meeting who voiced 
their disagreement with regime policy, Artur Starewicz, 
Chief the Central Committee Press Bureau, emphasized 
the necessity not becoming reconciled with “certain anti- 
Socialist nationalist views the name falsely under- 
stood freedom free play forces.” Singling out Bielicki, 
Starewicz said that the principle proclaiming all view- 
points was principle from the moon and beyond our pos- 
sibilities,” and that Prostu’s last issue had voiced opinions 
“from the other side the barricade.” Starewicz said 
that the press should combat attempts oppose the Tenth 
Plenum retreat from the Eighth Plenum, free itself 
from hostile “hypocrites and cynics” and actively partici- 
pate Party policy: “It not matter commenting 
varnishing, was presented here, but matter 
writing the truth and writing accordance with this 
policy. After all, the fear [of commenting, varnishing, etc.] 
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Szpilki (Warsaw), far the cleverest humorous weekly the area. Above, from the July 13, 1958 issue, commemorating the thou- 
sandth anniversary existence: the front cover, left, shows aboriginal Pole with sign “This will Poland”; the back 
cover, right, shows modern Pole, his sign reading “This Poland,” wearing Western sports clothes, clutching bottle vodka. 


The signs behind him are names night-clubs. 


based upon the assumption that Party policy misses real- 
ity, that these are platitudes which have correspondence 
other words, Starewicz made clear that any 
journalist who disagreed with Party policy was placing 
himself beyond the pale. 


Popularity Party-Mindedness? 


HEATED DEBATE the role the press was com- 

plicated the birth newspaper competition. 
Stalinist days any such activity was, course, ruled out: 
exercising strict centralized control over the press (de- 
termining format, news policy and circulation) 
mitting only minimal differences among various publica- 
tions, the regime deprived readers any palatable choice 
and, the same time, pressured them into buying the chief 
Party papers. October 1956, however, the situation was 
markedly different: during the thaw newspapers and 
periodicals had acquired unprecedented individuality, 
and with pressure the reader eased, papers were bought 
the basis their appeal popular taste; furthermore, 


the immediate post-Gomulka period, great variety 
new publications appeared the stands. These factors 
could not help but result drastic upheaval the pat- 
tern newspaper sales. 

Other events also affected the pattern press circula- 
tion. Shortly after the October 1956 Eighth Plenum, the 
regime decided allow some degree decentralization 
and announced that henceforth publications could man- 
age their own funds. Moreover, January 1957, the price 
newspapers was increased. Both these steps were aimed 
slashing the exorbitant expenses publishing. in- 
dication the deficits involved was the admission the 
regime that 1956 alone the State had been forced 
pay one billion zloty cover losses the field. 

One the chief consequences these political and eco- 
nomic changes was general decline, manifested the 
beginning 1957, publication sales. According Prasa 
Polska, February 1957, the circulation Party dailies had 
dropped much thirty percent. Implying that the 
previous policy forced subscriptions and free distribution 
Party papers had been impractical and waste, Prasa 
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Polska wrote: “Before January 1957, the situation was ‘too 
good.’ The index 3.8 inhabitants per copy was amaz- 
ingly high. the international scale, placed Poland 
among such nations France (4.1), Holland (4), Ire- 
land (4.2), Czechoslovakia (5.2), Austria (4.6), Italy 
(9.3), West Germany (3) and the United States 

August, Prasa Polska published more detailed infor- 
mation circulation decreases. Between December 1956 
and May 1957, the paper said, subscriptions the Party 
dailies had dropped some percent that is, from 
936,000 457,000. for the overall sales Party dailies, 
Prasa Polska issued the following report: 


Actual 
Total Run Circulation 
December 1956 2,636,000 2,581,000 
May 1957 1,784,000 1,619,000 


Sales all periodicals issued the Party’s publishing 
company, RSW, also declined: 
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Front page Nowa (Warsaw), post-Gomulka students’ 
weekly, March 29, 1958. great deal stress given Western 
literature and life: the top headline announces extract from 
French Goncourt Prize winner Roger Vailland’s “La Passatella,” 
below announcement extract from John “East 
Eden,” and one the listings the right promises dis- 
cussion Western film stars. 


Actual 
Total Run Returns Circulation 
December 1956 6,836,000 4.6 6,633,000 
Quarter 1957 6,969,000 6,449,000 


Actually, the decreases periodical sales were more serious 
than the above chart would indicate. Since number 
new publications were started this period and sold more 
copies initially than could expected once they were 
established, the figures total circulation were somewhat 
inflated. Altogether, between December 1956 and May 
1957, the RSW publications lost about two million read- 
ers circulation was cut from 12,231,000 10,859,000. 
Similar losses were recorded Czytelnik, the publishers 
non-Party periodicals, and the trend affected both city 
and countryside. 


Party Papers Decline 


the whole, however, the losses experienced the 
main Party dailies were the most acute and probably the 
most dangerous from the regime’s point view. calling 
their fall circulation reflection the “real needs 
the reader,” Prasa Polska, August 1957, revealed that the 
necessity for cutbacks had not affected all publications 
uniformly, and that readers had shown preference for 
the non-Party press: 


“Many noted little change while 
others, for example the central dailies, lost great number 
their readers local papers which had become more 
independent, bolder and more attractive; still others lost 
out the non-Party dailies. obvious that, aside from 
political reasons, another determining factor was the in- 
crease prices. Those who previously had bought and 
read several newspapers, were now content with one daily 
publication.” 


What had happened was that the two non-Party Warsaw 
dailies, Zycie Warszawy and Express Wieczorny, had gained 
large number new readers, whereas the main Party 
daily, Trybuna Ludu, lost ground. Express Wieczorny, 
fact, had increased its circulation much 79,000 
copies. This phenomenon led Prasa Polska, October 1957, 
comment the people’s lack interest so-called 
circulation has been noted, first all, among the ‘light- 
subject’ afternoon publications, such Express Wieczorny 
and Kulisy weekly issued the editors Express 
Wieczorny since February 1957], which has achieved cir- 
culation more than 215,000.” 

Zycie Warszawy, February 12, 1958, confirmed these 
findings poll conducted among workers the 
Warsaw Motorcycle Plant. The paper discovered that Ex- 
press Wieczorny was the most popular daily (mentioned 
183 times) and that Zycie Warszawy ran second (with 133 
votes). contrast, only people read Trybuna Ludu. 
for the the most widely read were those which 
contained general information, news from the West, light 
features and many illustrations. Kulisy was the most popu- 
lar (29 votes), followed Dookolo Swiata (28 votes), 

(Continued page 12) 
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FLOWER shop the corner. 
Flowers were delivered from the flower shop the 
corner. 

fine. I’ll put pants right away. 

While shaving, utter the “Chosen Recitations the 
Tourist,” since dislike sign language. staying 
boarding house called “Amer Paradise.” The boat trip took 
longer but was cheaper and arrived this great port 
city the ‘Amerdagandan Nightingdale.” There trans- 
ferred the “Arrow,” also because 
Amerdaganda everything Amerdagandan. debarked 
the morning. policeman was waiting the dock. 
dispersed the bystanders efficiently, adjusted his cap 
adorned with the emblem hippopotamus (that’s the 
national emblem: hippopotamus head wreathed with 
roses) and called taxi. What surprise! Four barefooted 
men supporting boat two long poles. 

“Please get in. Fare according the meter. The man 
the right has meter his left leg.” 

“But.” was loss for words, and pointed finger. 

“Oh, understand.” The policeman tossed his stick 
the air and caught between his teeth. The dunce prob- 
ably wanted show off. “The shape the conveyance 
dictated tradition. When the city was built, the main 
thoroughfare was constructed right smack over the river 
bed order not upset the symmetry the construction 
plans. There were difficulties, but they had been overcome. 
The river has flowed for more than ten years.” 

“But.” 

The policeman smiled. interested bridges?” 

The bystanders disappeared suddenly. 

“No,” answered forcefully only want know why 
people have been substituted for wheels? 

“Momentary rubber difficulties, but are struggling 
victoriously.” 

The policeman whistled. The barefooted ones set off 
gallop. They imitated car horn expertly and were very 
good passing. time all were front the 
boarding house. 

There’s flower shop the corner. 

windows face the street and can see the shop. 
There gold-lettered sign hanging above which pro- 
claims COFFIN RENTALS, but the gold has peeled and 
old sign underneath, STORAGE AND SALE COF- 
FINS, attracts the eye more than the new. Despite the 
early hour, more than ten persons are waiting line. 
first thought that Amer Province was having lumber diffi- 
culties. But turned out that for the last twenty years 
someone has been bumbling the production gold paint 


“Notes from 


Prominently included among the pieces which roused the Party’s ire against Nowa 
Kultura the post-October was Stanislaw Zielinski’s series, “Notes from 
Amerdaganda,” satire Communism blasted “malicious” and 
The “Notes” are description life mythical foreign country visited the nar- 
rator. The following selection appeared Nowa Kultura, April when Wiktor 
was still editor the publication. (See Texts and Documents section.) 


and that’s why the old STORAGE AND SALE keeps 
haunting the customers with its funereal blackness, although 
the peeling gold letters are faithfully re-painted four times 
year. Information from the chambermaid. She peeks 
here all the time and asks have everything keep 
happy? use the familiar “you” with her because she bears 
the rank junior sergeant The woman who 
owns the boarding house major. The bell out 
order. There’s pitcher Amerdagandan cherry brandy 
the W.C. Someone carved heart the toilet seat. 

“Flowers have come from the flower shop the cor- 
ner.” 

“That’s fine, put pants right away,” said, 
face covered with lather. said the wrong thing, be- 
cause was the chambermaid who spoke, using the 
“Chosen Speech.” 

“Psst!” She put finger her lips and crossed her eyes. 
delivery man with huge package stood the doorway. 

“Flowers? For me?” 

“Flowers for you.” The mention pants gave the cham- 
bermaid attack giggles. She was still shaking. 

“Why flowers?” 

it’s your birthday.” 

“From whom?” 

among friends. Where should put them? Here? 
There?” 

Indecisively, pointed shaving brush. “How about 
there?” There was table behind the couch, but the junior 
sergeant had eyes only for the latter. 

“Yes, could be. But first things first. Put the flowers 
the window-sill that they can seen from the street.” 

The messenger, old man with beard down his 
waist, lifted the package the window sill. began 
unwrapping it. The horseblanket went first. Then gray 
paper. This was followed layer newspapers, piece 
cardboard and plywood scaffolding. Finally, took off 
his cap and stretched out his hand. The chambermaid gave 
him smack across his fingers with her keys. left very 
angrily, murmuring boastfully that would back. 

the smell lilacs.” The junior sergeant sighed very 
deeply and button popped. Things changed beneath the 
blouse but not too much so. “Ah, rank sewn on. 
could rip off. It’s not allowed with the rank on. There’s 
strict penalty.” 

Flowers! Flowers! And lathered face. 

The lilacs were the middle. Half meter high, with 
yellowed stems, they sprouted from huge flower pot. The 
pot, however, remained inconspicious, because everything 
was covered with rushmat adorned with multitude 
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ribbons, also rushmat, but different shade. Under the 
lilacs there were three primroses and behind the primroses 
Amerdagandan violet with five buds. Each flower 
massive pot. The pots two-inch wooden board. Metal 
tape handles attached steel rods embedded the board 
held the pots viselike grip. addition, just case, 
there was length extra-wide tape girding the pots. The 
tape was held together with nuts and bolts. The whole con- 
traption was topped with copper rod supporting the lilac 
stalk. Soft horizontal metal brackets embraced the blooms 
and spiral wire gripped the yellowish cluster properly 
inclined position. Moreover tiny container with faucets 
was attached the wire. When opened, five faucets poured 
small streams cowdung mixed with water into the flower 
pots. The metal shone with grease. Red lead glittered 
the bolts. Thanks the construction flower basket was 
unnecessary. The profuse folds rushmat, however, gave 
the impression basket. The odor emanating from every- 
thing was unusual. The dominating smells were cow dung 
and metal grease. could detect odor lilacs, although 
the chambermaid insisted was expressly that which 
stopped her breath and covered her with perspiration. And 
the soap had dried and was peeling the couch. Sud- 
denly knock the door. You could call yoohoo. 

The junior sergeant left, supporting her rank with dig- 
nity. The white-haired messenger came in, holding 
French, rather Amerdagandan key. 

unscrew the screws the poked, put- 
tered, turned, oiled and regulated. The suddenly asked 
what country had come from? answer delighted the 
old man. Now boldly inquired whether had known 


anyone named Sztruks? Ryps? Tuks? Pyk? Fik? was 
just plain Szryk? made mental note that madmen 
Amerdaganda deliver flowers instead being kept 
strait jackets. explained gently could that knew 
one that name, but that would send cable right 
away and bring the answer him the flowershop. The 
old man protested vehemently: not for the world! 
remember the name. cable? No, would not, should 
not, cannot!” 

left. Even out the street still kept banging his 
head with his fist, but somehow couldn’t remember. 
had least reminded that hadn’t yet shaved. 
Lathering face again decided would write about 
trip some other time. I’m still faced with the return 
trip, only reverse order. And descriptions are tiring. 

When the chambermaid returned had shaved. From 
the. doorway she began boasting about her invention: 
rank insignia snap-fasteners! Then she cried out “Fah” 
and pushed three carnations right under nose. “An- 
other bouquet!” 

Wanting take sniff, inclined head and cursed 
with pain. The carnations were also wired although there 
were nuts and bolts. Anyway, what’s wrong with that? 
Nothing that would give rise harmful conclusions. The 
couch springs are another matter though. the sugges- 
tion Miszpucha, the chambermaid, asked the owner 
whether the springs could repaired. That pleasant lady 
smiled compassionately: Typical foreigner! sits the 
couch! All right, fine, think about it. The ‘Paradise 
Amerdaganda’ true paradise. Eggs for breakfast? Very 
good, lay them myself.” 


(Continued from page 10) 


Przekroj (21 votes) and Swiat (18 votes). Significantly, 
mention was made Gomulka’s weekly organ, Polityka. 
The literary periodicals Nowa Kultura and Przeglad Kul- 
turalny, both famous for their role the thaw, had three 
votes each, which probably was not too low number con- 
sidering the audience interviewed. also noteworthy 
that the Catholic press was not read the group ques- 
tioned: the PAX (regime-dominated Catholic organization 
publications Slowo Powszechne and Kierunki had one vote 

The fact that “serious” Party papers have been unable 
compete successfully with the non-Party press has caused 
the regime considerable worry. While many Communist 
officials realize that the press policy the past failed 
its “political mission,” was costly the State and unsatis- 
factory readers, they also feel that Party publications can- 
not afford risk extinction through free competition and 
must given privileged position the Party’s voice. 
discussion some the problems press competition has 
raised appeared article the August 1957 issue 
Prasa Polska. The author, emphasizing the need for “Party- 
mindedness,” 


“We not wish return the old methods 


ing’ the press market, but the same time not 
want mere passive observers its development. 
not agree with the recent tendency towards ‘com- 
petitive’ and groundless elevation non-Party publications 
the cost the circulation the Party press, nor 
agree with the tendency embalm the old schemes 
publishing policy support the circulation Party 
dailies artificially gradually rendering impossible any 
increase the distribution non-Party publications— 
even when Party dailies given area have considera- 
bly high percentage returns while their non-Party coun- 
conduct publishing policy that will enable the printed 
word reach the largest number readers. This, 
course, refers all the publications serving our Party and 

“Our publication policies will continue guided 
the principle giving certain preference the Party 
dailies over the ‘lighter’ publications, whose popularity 
among many readers stems from the fact that they are 
condensed form, contain less serious and ‘official’ ma- 
terial, and not concern themselves with Party problems. 


obtain new sub- 
scribers, but financial and circulation gains are not our 
only objectives. attain them any price, the price 
serious upheavals our Party publications, does not 
suit us, because not the interest the Party. But 
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example the somber, “un-positive” 


“Prayer Petrified Heaven.” From the April 1957 issue. 


shall also combat tendencies manifested those 
profess views the other extreme. 
his rights.” 


who 
The reader also has 


far, the regime has not disclosed what specific new 
forms the priority for Party papers will take. The recent 
tendency increase censorship and impose greater con- 
formity all papers may possibly means side- 
stepping the problem bridging the gap between the 
Party and non-Party press. 


Distribution 


POST-OCTOBER reappraisal publishing policies has 
also brought into focus serious deficiencies press cov- 
erage and distribution, particularly the provinces. These 
faults can blamed partly the overcentralized and bu- 
reaucratic methods distribution, but they are also the re- 
sult the intense censorship and paucity reading matter 
that characterized pre-thaw days. Not only did the Party 
fail satisfy the readers’ demands for variety publi- 
cations, but local papers became more than aborted 
copies the central Party organs which, themselves, 
were notoriously dull. 
Criticism Poland’s “distorted press appeared 
article Prasa Polska, August 1957. Stating that 
there were too few dailies compared with the number 
periodicals, the author the complaint declared: “This 
fact most pronounced the provinces where there has 
become widespread form mutation the 
dailies which, various regions over the course years, 
has acquired certain aspects caricature. result, local 
problems have not been discussed properly.” article 


art typical Prostu, 


the liberal Communist student weekly banned 1957. 


Title: 


also referred the 
lishers’ 


existence “blank 
Silesia, for example, 


weekly shortage 


pub- 


maps. there 


about one million newspapers. 
Another article attacking distribution policies appeared 
Prasa Polska, October 1957. 
Strzelecki, accused the central distributing 
using arbitrary methods. 
the sports paper Prz 


The sports reporter, Edward 
RUCH, 
that 
eglad Sportowy was supplied mostly 
cities and could hardly bought small towns.* 

Although uncertain what the Party holds 
regard the provincial dailies with in- 
dependent 


agency, 
claimed, for example, 


attitude 
revival 
general, clear that one Gomulka’s aims increase 
the number publications offset the present dearth. 
According rough estimates, total new magazines 
and newspapers have been founded since October 1956. 
Furthermore, additional increases are planned. 
Parliament) 


The Sejm 
Commission for Culture and Art recently an- 
nounced that the RSW publishing house expects have 
dailies and ils compared with dailies 
periodic als 1955. 


and 
This would mean percent 


rise the number dailies and percent increase 
the number periodicals issued that enterprise 
alone. 


[To continued following issue] 


Information sales, published the 
Polska, indicated that there was good market for provincial 
papers dealing with local news. According Prasa Polska, the 
highest number returns from RUCH newsstands were experienced 


same issue Prasa 


such Warsaw papers Slowo Powszechne (PAX daily), Glos 
Pracy (the trade union organ) and Zielony Sztandar Peasant 


returns 
and Wieczor 


number 


lowest 
Glos 


Party publication contrast, the 
were reported Express Poznanski, 
provincial papers. 
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POLISH SYMPOSIUM RELIGION UNDER COMMUNISM 


Following the transcript (with one minor deletion) symposium, printed 
Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), December 15, 1957, religion and secularization 
Poland today. The participants were apparently all Communists; they included 
Leszek Kolakowski, the young Party philosopher who has been the subject much 
recent controversy, and the Polish Minister Education. 

Both the tone and substance the discussion are strikingly variance with the 
official attitude toward religion the rest the Soviet bloc. Dogmatic rancor and 
the standard anti-religious catchwords “Marxism” are notably lacking. The con- 
tention that religion not treated merely “ideology,” the theory 
religious “indifference,” opposed the active atheism propagated elsewhere, the 
admission that the greater number workers and peasants are religious, the in- 
sistence the vital place religion European cultural history, the statement 
that “Socialism” might lead flourishing religion—all these and many other 
features the discussion are remarkable. They elucidate the climate which the 
Polish Catholic Church had found possible give qualified support the regime. 

Always strong country where religion and nationalism are traditionally in- 
separable, the Church’s influence has undoubtedly grown even stronger the freer 
era. recent months the regime has set out curb the Church’s activities, and 
followed the dramatic raid Jasna Gora Monastery with personal press attacks 
Cardinal Primate Poland. Tension high and other crises may occur; 
nevertheless, this article suggests, some officials Warsaw are likely display 


degree reasonableness lacking the other countries the area. 


NOVEMBER this year discussion took place 

the editorial offices Nowa Kultura which, among 
others, the following participated: Minister [of Education] 
Bienkowski, Nowicki, Professor Swiatkowski, Mr. Mro- 
wezynski, Mr. Jaroszewski, Mr. Hinz, Mr. Kubski, editor 
Strzelecki, editor Pluzanski, Mr. Racinowski, Professor 
Kolakowski. Intended discussion secular schools, 
transformed itself into discussion secularization gen- 
eral. Below give excerpts from the transcript the 
discussion. 


LESZEK KOLAKOWSKI: have invited you partici- 
pate public discussion, subject which concerns 
all, namely secularization education. 

The assumption the discussion that all the partici- 
pants support secularization education, recognize the su- 
periority secular schools and believe that the de-secular- 
ization which has taken place Poland regression, 
although probably unavoidable one, the educational 
system. 


would like learn, the basis your experience, 
since all you have direct contacts with the problems 
education, firstly what are the results far the work 
the secular schools and how, present, “cooperation” be- 
tween secular and religious teaching progressing. Secondly, 
want ask those present how, the existing state af- 


fairs, the rationalist view the world and the rationalist 
system thinking can propagated the classrooms. 
would correct if, this connection, discuss the 
problems teaching lay ethics secondary education. 


WLADYSLAW BIENKOWSKI: consider duty 


open the theoretical discussion presenting the following 
theses for debate: 


yet proved that de-secularization has taken 
place our schools result the introduction the 
subject religion. 

the past period (pre-October 1956) religion was 
taught 22% Polish schools and nearly 30% our 
students attended religious classes. 


The teaching religion was compulsory subject during 
the entire past period, fact which many inhabitants 
Warsaw might ignorant. 

Additionally, schools where religion was taught, 
religious instruction was given various other guises 
which, the opinion educators, was far more dangerous 
education. Also there was lively ideological-religious 
movement the schools. This took the form secret re- 
ligious circles. 

would like question the thesis, which often accep- 
ted, that de-secularization schools took place only after 
October [1956]. The past period was not time secular- 


al 
| 
3 
a 
ort 
aly 
4 


ization but one which growing avalanche religiousity 
occurred. this light there emerges different view 
what happened after October. Indeed, may stated 


that managed weaken the growth religion some- 
what. 


"Religion Will 


would like mention another matter for discussion, 
one which have brought many times and for which 
often attacked. must stop treating religion 
ideological phenomenon, because not ideological 
phenomenon. Religion phenomenon social life, 
form social life bred definite conditions reaching back 
pagan times. There doubt that under our condi- 
tions—and the next decades—these forms will not disap- 
pear, although they disappear change functionally 
certain societies. But under our conditions religion will last 
long time. People answer this saying: you tell that 
religion not ideological phenomenon, yet there 
religious view the world, there are religious philoso- 


Priest man confession (who has the Party newspaper his 
pocket): “And you, son, are you believing Communist 
only practicing one?” There has been some wry comment 
Poland Party members who are also faithful the Church. 

Cartoon and quoted caption from Szpilki (Warsaw), January 
1957. 
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AVAILABLE the following partici- 
pants the symposium: 


LESZEK young Communist 
philosopher, editor Studia Filozoficzne, bimonthly 
organ the Philosophical and Sociological Institute 
the Polish Academy Sciences. Currently under 
bitter attack from Moscow 


WLADYSLAW member, Min- 
ister Education, associate Party chief Gomulka. 
Recent subject vicious Soviet attack for revisionism. 


ANDRZEJ NOWICKI—Party member. Chairman 
the Polish Association Atheists and Freethinkers. 


HENRYK member. Minister 


Justice 1951-1956, former Politburo member. 


JAN STRZELECKI—Party member. 


pher and sociologist, member the editorial staff 
Nowa Kultura. 


phers, there are political activists working from the stand- 
point religion, etc. etc. this true, 
but applies only few thousand persons, thin 
layer the intelligentsia, and concern only profes- 
sionals; after all, few thousand persons not constitute 
national social problems. The problem that Poland 
the social masses—the working class and the peasants—are 
religious. not understand the fact that for these 
working masses, for these workers Silesia and Lodz, re- 
ligion not ideological problem, will find way 
out the present situation. will understand nothing 
and will arrive the conclusion that the masses are 
our class enemy, our ideological enemy, and will begin 
struggle against them. 


NOWICKI: would like present few constructive 
proposals the secularization our education. seems 
that there are two fundamental problems overcome 
before our schools can have truly secular character. Firstly, 
must make general determination the tasks the 
schools. This should based the conclusion that the 
aim secondary education not much impart cer- 
tain sum information students prepare them 
for independent studies teaching them the ability in- 
dependent, critical thought, i.e. the most rational way 
making use the whole existing culture. This the main 
factor secularization. the schools will consistently and 
wholly occupy themselves—not with introducing certain in- 
formation, beliefs and views youth—but with preparing 
them for independent, critical thought, will achieve 
what most important for us, namely, the education 
sensible thinking men and not 

Second, and more controversial, the place religion 
school education. start with the following assumption: 
religion certain part culture, very important part, 
evident from past history. There were whole centu- 
ries, and perhaps even millenia, during which ideological 
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social problems emerged the cloak religion. 
wish learn culture thoroughly, must deal with 
that part which filled religion. 

addition, religion does not appear culture 
isolated way, but interconnected with all the other fields 
life, with politics and class struggles, with the whole de- 
velopment scientific thought. For this reason, our youth, 
have full and rounded education, must learn 
religion. 

Another assumption would like put forward goes 
follows: what our youth will learn during religious instruc- 
tion absolutely without value; not only will fail help 
what discussed moment ago, but will hamper- 
ing force, because gives much false and worthless in- 
formation, all which must later corrected. 

the first place, experts religion say that who 
knows one religion does not know any religion. Only the 
comparative knowledge many religions provides 
thorough knowledge religion. possible and permis- 
sible request the Ministry Education take this prob- 
lem into account within the framework the curriculum. 
necessary demonstrate various religions that the 
youth can compare them. 

the second place, the study any phenomenon must 
start with study its origins. The roots and sources 
various religions have wealth literature; science has 
large extent thrown light them and the duty 
the schools give youth the elements this knowledge. 

Thirdly, for Marxism, for science general, and for 
social sciences particular, the most interesting thing 
studying any phenomenon its social role. Therefore 
must study the social function religion. 


Fourthly, there are numerous connections which arise 
between religion and other fields life, which religion, 
form social awareness, its very nature. 

Fifthly, when one trying acquaint oneself sci- 
entific way with the problems religion necessary 
learn the process its extinction. know that many re- 
ligions history died. American psychologists have rich 
experimental material showing that the Christian religion 
dying out. 

Finally, know that the priests realize the difficulty 
winning for the faith independently thinking man, even 
school youth. Therefore, they attack the kindergartens, 
first all order win youth before starts thinking 
independently. this way, youth fully prepared before 
attending school. Under the influence the teachings 
other subjects and certain period life, young people 
experience intellectual unrest; they begin suspect that 
their religion, which they accepted before they started think- 
ing independently, irrational. the time the priest ex- 
plains that, although religion does not come through the 
mind, rationally demonstrated because the basic dog- 
mas religion are justified, e.g. the five proofs St. 
Thomas. 

seems that the duty the school explain, 
during the same year which the youth learns about St. 
Thomas Aquinas, that the history philosophy did not 
end with St. Thomas, that the end the Eighteenth 


The Polish press still makes very effective use religious symbols 
and references. This drawing, from the Polish satirical weekly 
Szpilki (Warsaw), June 1957, referred the British hydrogen 
bomb tests Christmas Island. Caption: “On the island 
Nativity.” 


Century Kant demonstrated the complete invalidity 
these proofs. necessary that the intellectual unrest 
youth should not extinguished. 

would like end with practical indication those 
subjects which should taught youth. What abso- 
lutely necessary, and can bear delay, introduction 
philosophy during the last two years secondary school. 
This course would accustom the students independent 
thinking, the diversity philosophical trends, the 
methods solving various problems. After such intro- 
duction philosophy, the young people should leave school 
capable critical, independent thought. 

second necessary course—which will perhaps become 
timely only few years—is general study religion. 
This course should last several years, that the 
cated subject matter might fully treated. 

will also necessary scrutinize the curricula 
other subjects, especially the history literature and the 
study biology, with the aim saturating these subjects 
with material that will lead the students rationalist phil- 
osophical conclusions. 
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TADEUSZ RACINOWSKI: old teacher and, most im- 
portantly, veteran the Association Polish Teachers, 
have always considered that none our schools should 
have religious instruction. the opinion that even 
some enlightened believers may support this view. 


Personally think the Society Secular Schools will not 
much help, just previously the TPD (Association 
Friends Children—a Party-dominated organization 
that operates schools without religious instruction) was not 
much help. The Society inefficient and, certain 
environments, may even produce opposite results from those 
intended. not consider proper introduce secular 
ethics separate subject schools. This serves pur- 
pose, for several reasons, primarily because would estab- 
lish ethics separate field from other subjects. This 
would create the danger that everything done outside the 
ethics lesson might not accordance with secular ethics. 
This would bring problems similar those fostered 
religious ethics church and outside it. 


the other hand, the secular ethics which want 
introduce school must permeate all subjects and the 
whole school activity; they must penetrate the whole cur- 
riculum and all the text books. must remember too that 
the teacher himself prime importance. 


All Myths Are 


Neither consider effective the introduction study 
religion school. certain extent too may give 
opposite results from the intended ones. the opin- 
ion that this would increase the susceptibility the young 
myths and would indeed help the teacher-priest, 
while not contributing enhancement the rational- 
ist view. 

today want bring the young generation 
rationalist views, must put forward the problem 
much wider struggle against myths. Are all myths harmful 
education? 


difficult resolve this question here and now. 
seems that not all myths are harmful, irrespective 
whether they are religious non-religious. 

Political and ideological myths have combated 
like religious myths. They are harmful and possibly this 
situation more suggestive and dangerous than religious 
myths, even not taken too seriously the young people. 
The most effective means combating all harmful myths, 
including religious myths, consistent, scientifically im- 
plemented and just system life based science. 


But there are other things which constitute subversion 
our sector and which drive people religious view 
the world, particularly the ridicule morality, ordinary 
ridicule. have many moralists who, order cover 
their own nastiness, make loud noises about the im- 
morality politics general. 


author writes that politics, the notion morality 
corresponds correct position, this more harmful than 
the action priests and religious instruction school. 
also harmful for writer state that impossible 
evaluate morally concrete deed the real world con- 


trasts, development and reaction, without being able 
foresee its What kind reasoning this? read 
high school boy, what conclusion will derive? 
will decide that when the struggle with the immorality 
individual Party members discussed, highly placed ac- 
tivists simply ridicule any moral attitude the grounds 
that present the greatest sin moralizing stand. 
such situation those young people will church. 

concerns teachers, the situation bad. There 
marked return the religious stand. very necessary 
concentrate what done for the teachers today, 
they will document their view the world their at- 
titude and their life. 

Youth must see iron consistency the Party’s view 
the world. 


WLADYSLAW BIENKOWSKI: ready agree com- 
pletely with Prof. Nowicki his theoretical postulates. 
myself belong the group which espouses the familiariza- 
tion youth with religious problems, particularly with 
those several religions. But also agree with the previous 
speaker that the introduction this subject would bring 
difficulties and controversy. 

seems that make mistake thinking that 
can liquidate religion tearing away from the whole 
social life. Religion developed element social life 
and closely tied with it. agree that religion beginning 
die out; this can observed with the naked eye. 
caused new, higher standard organization life, 
which there more room for the function which was 
played religion and the church the past. This can 
observed certain highly developed capitalist societies. 

The night before last returned from Denmark. 
estimated there that only eight percent the total popula- 
tion participate religious life. The same true Bel- 
gium, observed year ago. Such countries Belgium, 
Denmark and Sweden form experimental laboratory, 
which possible study the decline religion. 

this connection wish warn against phenomenon 
not generally understood our Comrades. Religion never 
dies result struggle against it, but only because its 
place taken another religion. The decline religion 
takes place not result struggle against it, but 
result the death the problem, the problem simply 
ceasing exist. 


"The Cult the 


Only fostering indifference can the influence the 
church and religion reduced. Oh, yes, there one other 
method, that opposing one religion with another. This 
was attempted the period the so-called cult the in- 
dividual 

naively contended that rationalism will defeat re- 
ligion. will not, because one can very well exist along- 
side the other. course, the school should ration- 
alist possible, but let have illusions that this the 
way defeat religion. 

The struggle against religion not and will not 
played the sphere consciousness. 
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ANDRZEJ NOWICKI: was worried the final con- 
clusion Comrade Minister Bienkowski. Will not this 
fostering religious indiffezence lead general indiffer- 
ence, even indifference toward universal philosophical 
problems? Concerning morality, not indifference 
philosophical problems the most crucial matter? 


WLADYSLAW BIENKOWSKI: This relates the problem 
with which dealt the beginning; necessary stop 
looking religion ideological phenomenon because 
its social mass [effect] not ideological phenom- 
enon. 

agree that certain level intellectual develop- 
ment young man must encounter this conflict. know 
all this, but these are very individualized processes. know 
that have Party members, especially the working 
class, particularly Silesia such regions Lodz, 
who reconcile the facts that they are devoted Party mem- 
bers and supporters Socialism and, the same time, 
believers God. They have conflicts. 

spoke about indifference, have not been voicing 
philosophy indifference but only policy remov- 
ing conflicts and clashes the struggle against religion. 
Religious indifference the first phase passage the 
other side, anti-theistic ideology. There are few peo- 
ple for whom passage the rationalist view the world 
takes place means struggle against their religious 
views. 


Militant Atheism Bulgaria 


EDITORIAL Rabotnichesko 

Delo (Sofia), February 1958, demonstrating 
the active anti-religious propaganda general the 
area, which the Polish article striking ex- 
ception: 


FROM AN 


“The dissemination scientific knowledge and 
the popularization the materialistic world out- 
look among the population task carried 
out all public and cultural organizations well 
all other mass organizations. Party organi- 
zations, the Fatherland Front, the trade unions, the 
Dimitrov People’s Youth Union and others must or- 
ganize the talks natural scientific and atheistic 
sion books and films with anti-religious contents. 
national celebration organized connection with the 
commissioning new industrial enterprises and the 
celebration anniversaries marking the establish- 
ment kolkhozes are great importance for the 


single- 


scientific-atheistic education our workers. 
guarantee all 
mindedness the teaching with the aim re- 
Our publishing houses 
must publish popular scientific well 
religious books. Our writers must contribute works 
which bring light the reactionary role religious 
ideology, and forth.” 


futing religious views. 


HENRYK HINZ: Generally, everybody accepts obvious 
that the so-called past period increase religiousness 
took place. far know, one has yet, studied 
this phenomenon orderly and methodical way. Con- 
clusions the subject have been based intuition. 
intuition tells that although intensification religious 
life has taken place, the number people who rid them- 
selves religious superstitions, who passed from religious 
non-religious view the world, has also increased. 


the question school secularization, this part 
wider dilemma, namely, that the secularization 
morality and custom the whole social and political life 
all its forms. However, the narrower aspects the 
problem, would not agree that the study religion 
should introduced the schools. seems that 
this sectarian treatment the whole problem, that 
the fundamental problem suitably prepare the cur- 
ricula various subjects, especially humanistic ones. 


From the point view secularization mental cul- 
ture our society, the most important thing spread, 
propagate and inoculate youth with rationalist humanist 
culture. This positive program, not merely destruc- 
tive one; centers the conflict between atheists and be- 
lievers. 

From own observations, believe the true lessons 
culture and art are neglected. These are little heeded 
the school curriculum which gives pre-eminence social, 
economic and political history. These problems should 
have much more attention the schools. 


Narrow Anti-Religious 


Minister Bienkowski rightly pointed out that the funda- 
mental conflict with religious belief not contained within 
the limits conscious awareness, although seems 
that simplification think that the material situation 
the people the decisive factor here. The material situa- 
tion begins functioning when acts through various other 
social phenomena and phases alienation. This con- 
nected with the problems political and economic democ- 
racy and with the whole complex situations which 
see man succumbing religious belief because the con- 
ditions which lives appear him alien force. 

The spread humanistic culture, not narrow anti-reli- 
gious propaganda, prime importance. our route, 
auxiliary road, not highway, the main battlefield. 


TADEUSZ PLUZANSKI: the past period, despite the 
immense resources the authorities, the Party and gov- 
ernmental apparatus and ideology, religious belief made 
progress. This came about because the fact was ignored 
that religion Poland connected, degree rare 
other countries, with the whole national culture and tradi- 
tion. Our rationalist arguments reach only the narrow 
layer people for whom rationalist arguments have value. 
But religious person Poland bases his view the 
world not rationalist premises but emotional ones, 
attachment definite tradition. 


For this reason say that indifference effective, and 
further that religious indifference does not all mean 


am 


Mother: “What happened?” 

Boy: “The kids converted me.” Reference the many com- 
plaints the Polish press that numerous cases students who 
did not wish attend the newly reinstated religious education 
schools were forced their schoolmates. 


Cartoon and quoted caption from Szpilki (Warsaw), February 
10, 1957. 


moral indifference. say that the former conditions 
the latter, assume that morality inseparably tied with 
religion. 

Here second misunderstanding arises. secular edu- 
cation the chief problem which must solved that 
secular ethics and its connection with educational practice. 
introduce ethics into educational work necessary 
have ethical norms treated clear and simple way, 
like the Decalogue. necessary define the principles 
secular ethics for educational reasons and order 
overcome the existing ideological chaos. 

There are other ethics for the use the whole com- 
munity except universal ones. They may conditioned 
the political social situation but, nevertheless, for 
general use there can only general ethics. the ideol- 
ogy Socialism spreads through Poland, has through- 
out the world, belongs more and more not only the 
class which until now has implemented it, but the whole 
nation. 


Road 


What conclusion should derived from this? Because 
the class struggle, which has been won Poland, there 
are other norms universal education than universal 
ethics independent religion. necessary for 
realize that independent ethics should also free the 


needs current politics. bind ethics with definite 
political trend, with definite political party, must 
the same time ask who really bound—an already en- 
lightened Communist who implements definite political 
program all those men who, conscious and uncon- 
scious way, build what call Communism? Are the 
ethics priests the ethics Christian priests the ethics 
Communist ethics Party member ethics, automatically 
exclude from the influence this ethical action all those 
who not consider themselves Communists are even 
hostile towards Communism. those people the same 
time leave the influence Christian ethics, they find them- 
selves outside the two main ethical influences. 

indeed people the best road towards nihilism. 


HENRYK SWIATKOWSKI: The previous speaker stated 
that religiousness Poland connected with culture, with 
the whole development Poland. But can said that 
our scientific, historical and literary tradition not 
find single great writer who was not, some point 
his life, anti-clerical and anti-papist. For this reason, the 
thesis, ““A Pole—a Catholic,” not based facts. 

Has religiousness really increased Poland? This 
wholly normal phenomenon. First all, the war had 
influence over the development religiousness. Every war 
contributes such increase. Later, during the period 
great social reforms, religion became political matter 
for many people. Numerous citizens, who before the war 
did not church, began attending services after the 
war sign political protest. 


we 


These are 


true that now there are really few people 
Poland who not want send their children school 
for religious instruction? Are there really only few people 
who are non-believers? seems that there are 
great many. Today, the demand for secular schools 
much greater. The number people who the period 
People’s Poland have released themselves from the chains 
religion much greater than before the war. After all, 
did emerge from prewar semi-medieval social order 
which there was non-religious registry births, mar- 
riages and deaths, secular marriage law, where religious 
oaths were required. When introduced secular mar- 
riage law, when the Episcopate proclaimed protest and 
when delegation the working people came remon- 
strate, maintaining that secular marriage incompatible 
with religion—did the people’s authorities refrain from in- 
troducing the secular marriage law? 1952 constitution 
was passed which indeed introduced the separation 
Church and State. 

Throughout the world, whether the capitalist the 
Socialist system, the constitution provides for the sepa- 
ration Church and State, there religious instruc- 
tion public schools. However, hope that the legal 
requirements the constitution will restored. till 
now the situation undoubtedly contrary the constitu- 
tion. 

addition, religious instruction schools stresses that 
which divides the children, not what connects them. The 
children begin divided into believers and non-believ- 
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ers, into Catholics and Jews and Lutherans. This 
anti-educational factor which breaks the principles com- 
radeship, solidarity, and patriotic upbringing. Also, leads 
teachers being divided into believers and non-believers, 
into Catholics and Jews and Lutherans, the sundering 
the unity the teachers. 


The introduction secular ethics schools difficult 
matter. This so, not because the writing textbook 
such ethics difficult, for hundreds books have al- 
ready been written the subject. France secular moral- 
ity has been developed and being taught. But 
important know exactly who will teach that secular 
ethics. The lecturers must men high intellectual 
level who will themselves give example the behaviour 
they teach. They must, first all, set good example, 
and they must also have authority. This slightly “apos- 
subject and requires men very high moral and 
scientific level. The work cannot accomplished 
month-long course. 


TADEUSZ MROWCZYNSKI: not understand the view 
that religion not ideological phenomenon. neces- 
sary define more detail what understand 
ideology. have mind certain sum convictions 
concerning the purpose human life, the origin man, 
etc., can see reason why should exclude religion 
from ideological problems. 


The most important matter the problem indiffer- 
ence. proper state that the struggle against religion 
cannot solved the sphere consciousness. The 
existence religion, use the words Marx, ex- 
pression the real poverty society. This applies not 
only the situation the past century but also our 
situation, with the reservation that the notion poverty 
should not limited the standard living. What 
doubtful the part played the attitude indiffer- 
ence. indisputable that, people believing 
God, there are believing atheists who have their anti- 
religious credo. The more correct and courageous attitude 
that men who construct their view the world while 
disregarding whether God exists not, for whom atheism, 
their consciousness, simply not the most important 
matter. 

But cannot agree that man who lives outside the 
sphere the problem the existence non-existence 
God must have passive attitude religion social 
phenomenon. 

said that the process departing from religion 
passes through the stage indifference. However, 
beyond doubt that there are certain cases when the process 
departing from religion takes place through conflict, 
ideological dilemma. Possibly, there are only few such 
people, but nevertheless, they create important phe- 
nomenon, with great possibilities for journalistic and ideo- 
logical discussion. 


"Silly Atheistic Criticism" 


said that any struggle against religion harmful. 
Historically this has justification. easy find 


example some silly atheistic criticism. This may apply 
fanatics, maniacs the struggle against God. But 
the mere consideration the problems religion, the 
correctness religious faith, does not necessarily have 
give advantages religion. 


could persuade certain section the intelli- 
gentsia consider how ridiculous religious faith is, would 
not possible this way undermine that faith? 


Concerning the problem rationalist criticism, agree 
that its value should not overestimated. The whole mass 
society not susceptible rationalist criticism, and 
this applies not only workers and peasants but also 
part the intelligentsia. But does this mean that this 
small range which such criticism may exercised effec- 
tively, are not exercise it? 

Concerning concrete problems, the most vital the mat- 
ter introduction philosophy. Here there are also 
certain possibilities. possible prepare sensible cur- 
riculum for introduction philosophy. would not 
introduce special section for the study religion; com- 
parative history religion does not fit the introduction 
philosophy but belongs the history culture. would 
not include here any separate anti-religious propaganda. 
system which the one hand would have 
teacher-priest and, the other, subject specially de- 
signed spread anti-religious principles not desirable. 
But the introduction certain elements ethics be- 
ginning philosophy courses would awaken intellectual inter- 
est and could have influence over religious views. 


JACEK KUBSKI: speak for the stand which has conven- 
tionally been called indifference. seems that this 
really the proper way. 


look the problem from the point view the 
educational values indifference, would say that more 
importance should placed tolerance for all views 
the world than aiming for complete secularization inter- 


Minister [of Education] Bienkowski: ‘Give 
schools, Association Friends Children Schools, The 


Association Friends Children Party-dominated organiza- 


tion which runs schools without religious education. The caption 
ironically parodies Polish religious hymn: “Give back free 
Poland, Lord.” Szpilki (Warsaw), January 27, 1957 
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preted atheistic way. Tolerance would have greater 
educational value for us, and would 
achievement country like ours with traditions blind 
fanaticism. fact would place equal terms the secu- 
larization life and the removal religion the sphere 
private life. seems that this can achieved 
through tolerance. Tolerance must try remove religious 
matters from those spheres life which contacts are 
made between men with various views, believers and non- 
believers. 

would like deal here with scouting problems because 
scout instructor. The ideological declaration 
our organization states that the scouting movement does 
not concern itself with organizing religious life. said 
that the scouting movement secular organization. 
this basis believing and non-believing instructors cooperate 
with each other, and while all agree the interpreta- 
tion secularization, formulated the declaration, 
each thinks that this road will lead the victory 
his own views. For this reason think that will not be- 
come disloyal state that opinion tolerance may 
lead secularization. would like achieve situation 
which—even groups where believers well non- 
believers are found—problems religion would occupy 
place. Presently are quite far from this state affairs. 


"Educating Tolerant Men" 


interpret secularization means educating 
tolerant men and inoculating our youth with tolerance. 
The reaction clerical centers such interpretation 
secularization probably indicates the correctness our 
road. The reaction such that attempt made 
interpret tolerance—secularization longer mentioned 
—in the following way: preserve tolerance within the 
scouting movement for various religions, facilitate the 
organization internal scouting religious life without, 
course, forcing anybody attend religious ceremonies 
the Catholic, Protestant Eastern Orthodox Church. 
Briefly speaking, our organization recognizes tolerance 
the scouting movement ideal state which there 
will chief rabbi, chief chaplain, etc.—and certain 
provision for unbelievers. This strengthens the con- 
viction that indifference the correct road. con- 
vinced about this because the objective such inter- 
pretation tolerance give youth possibility 
ascertaining that sphere life without religion may exist 
for them. 


TADEUSZ JAROSZEWSKI: From the history Polish 
Catholicism one discovers that the wave Catholicism 
which spread during the Nineteenth Century was con- 
nected with the occupations and with the fact that the 
occupiers were either Protestants [Russian] Orthodox 
Christians. the then existing conditions, defense against 
the occupiers was, for the masses, identified with defense 
the Church, with the struggle against persecution 
Catholics the Czar and the Orthodox Church and with 
participation the uprising section the lower- 
ranking clergy. 


Soviet Anti-Religious Dogmatism 


THE PRESENT more-or-less “liberalized” 

attitude Poland toward the “problem” religion, 
the following excerpts from Soviet broadcast over Radio 
Odessa, January 1958, bear the familiar Stalinist im- 
print: 

“The great majority our country’s population long 
ago rid itself the remnants religiousness. Socialist 
ideology now the prevailing ideology our nation, but 
this reason for slowing the momentum scientific- 
atheistic propaganda. 


“Although religion longer instrument en- 
slavement our country, has not ceased harmful. 
Religious remnants still prevent believers from more ef- 
fectively utilizing their forces for building Communism, 
and hamper their spiritiual-cultural development, which 
prerequisite for building Communism. Therefore the 
Communist Party and the Soviet State consider one 
their most important duties free citizens Socialist 
society from the religious narcotics. 


“Kherson Oblast Party organizations have done great 
deal organize and strengthen scientific-atheistic propa- 
ganda among town and rural workers. They have in- 
creased the number lectures and reports contemporary 
achievements natural history and the social sciences, 
which convincingly refute religious dogmas. Many Party 
organizations systematically conduct scientific-atheistic 
propaganda, using teachers, agronomists, medical doctors, 
and other specialists. Over 3,000 lectures 
atheistic themes were given the Oblast 1957.” 


Concerning the problem the increase religion 
our society, share the view Comrade Hinz. agree 
that the defeat religion will not take place the sphere 
consciousness alone, that not exclusively ideo- 
logical phenomenon. must said that the policy 
the Marxists the last eight years—since 1948—there 
were certain distortions which brought and maintained 
religiousness. These distortions were not manifested only 
the standard living. Religion also connected with 
the fact that man has sense security, that 
plaything alien political forces which cannot control. 
The mere liquidation private ownership does not solve 
the problem. necessary assure the control the 
working masses over the social and political life and 
strengthen the social rule law. When deepen eco- 
nomic and political democracy, will remove the social 
roots religious belief. 


There was mention here propagandizing for ration- 
alism. Comrade Pluzanski says that this will reach only 
the intelligentsia. would formulate the matter the 
following way. What most important not present 
rationalist arguments against the dogmas religious be- 
lief, but educate society that more and more people 
will reached rationalist arguments, and that the 
number people who think rationalist terms will 
increased. Here would attach great importance the 


teaching logic, which should seriously considered 
introducing philosophy. 


JAN STRZELECKI: The main service which the revolu- 
tion rendered the Church was the implementation 
social change. depriving the propertied classes power 
and social superiority, the revolution created situation 
which the Church lost, the eyes the broad masses, 
the characteristics institution connected with the 
system class exploitation. This does not decrease but 
rather increases the strength its actions. The wiser 
fathers the contemporary Church are well aware this 
and are not all afraid the Socialist system. 

think that the Church, being rid the character- 
istics defender property and the propertied classes, 
will become much closer the people’s masses the con- 
temporary world. Thus, the order dialectics, the 
very act implementation social revolution has created 
situation advantageous the traditional opponent 
revolutionary trends. 

stress this gift kindly presented the revolution 
the Church, not solely indulge myself that 
peculiar pleasure irresistible philosophers ironic 
sensibilities, but emphasize the point also because can- 
not rid myself the recurring notion that dialectical 
thinking—although still valid among the heirs revolu- 
tionary thought—continues affected fluid and 
capricious reality which introduces chaos into all systems. 
Retaining old-fashioned methods reasoning the face 
that thinking. 


Fanaticism" 


nation like ours all the results this rather diffi- 
cult implementation revolutionary ideals seem have 
emerged with particular force. who does not take this 
into account thinks and plans his actions the basis 
non-existing situation. 

are experiencing spontaneous process, not much 
polarization the social and ethical ideals Cathol- 
icism and Socialism, but narrowing gap between them. 
much more interested narrowing this gap than 
polarization. Therefore far more concerned with the 
problem tolerance the dictatorship the proletariat 
than with any struggle the name rationalist fanati- 
cism. For this reason have permitted myself some- 
what ironical certain previous statements. 


LESZEK KOLAKOWSKI: The basic controversy our dis- 
cussion arose between the attitude militant atheism 
convinced its social efficacy the struggle against re- 
ligious fanaticism, clericalism, prejudice and Christian 
mythology, and the attitude secular indifference which 
believes that the only effective form action create 
conditions engendering indifference towards religion. The 
question arose whether active and conscious offensive 
against religious beliefs really has place our social 
life. connection with this will permit myself make 
two observations. 

course, true that the sources Christian faith 


Pop 


“Within the framework coexistence.” Sign church reads: 
“Because the conference the Basic Party Organization, the 
meeting the Rosary Fraternity was postponed.” 


Szpilki February 10, 1957 


not lie solely conscious phenomena, and therefore 
not possible overcome mythology acting the con- 
sciousness alone. But not true say that low stand- 
ard living the exclusive the main cause religious 
fanaticism, for there are many religious countries with 
high standard living, Austria, for example. any case 
certain that activity intended consciously engender 
and spread secular attitudes cannot itself radically 
change situation resulting from other factors. Neverthe- 
less, does not seem that this reason for giving 
such activities, for the same principle any educa- 
tional activity might considered ineffective, the con- 
ditions life are the most important educational factor. 
Although must realize that secularization conscious- 
ness, conducted influencing consciousness alone, will 
not itself change the situation radically, may, how- 
ever, have influence which should not disregarded. 
this work not see great possibilities for propa- 
gating rationalist and scientific arguments, because such 
arguments would reach only those who are already used 
rationalist way thought, men who either have 
already broken with religious thought are the verge 
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disbelief. After all, views the world are not born out 
rational considerations and for this reason they are 
strongly resistant rational arguments. Thus, not much 
achieved showing inconsistencies logic between the 
religious view the world and the natural sciences. 
observe thousands people who easily reconcile their be- 
liefs and inconsistencies and who are devoid logical 
susceptibility that they hold their religious beliefs even 
while recognizing assumptions contrary those beliefs 
which they have taken over from secular natural sciences. 
Indeed, the Christian religious doctrine itself full in- 
consistencies, and one were reject because has 
been proved logically inconsistent with science, should 
also reject because its internal inconsistencies. How- 
ever, this does not happen; logical conflicts exist very com- 
fortably millions minds. 


Christian Culture" 


not think that teaching the natural sciences the 
schools can effectively overcome religious prejudices, be- 
cause average student easily capable believing 
inconsistent truths which are given him memorize and 
which not disturb his peace. far more important and 
effective method would the popularization general 
humanistic culture the schools. This would undermine 
religious beliefs not the usual presentation logical 
inconsistencies, but widening mental horizons, teaching 
relativism and historical approach reality, giving ac- 
cess various views the world and various points 
view, various ways perceiving the world and human 
life. These are taught ordinary history and histories 
literature, art and philosophy. The school with the 
greatest possibility for secularizing consciousness the 
school teaching the maximum humanistic culture. 
the other hand, not consider proper demand 
that the schools should introduce some special subject 
particularly geared the secularization minds, sort 
anti-religious course. General mental culture and hu- 
manistic knowledge, not the propaganda atheism, form 
true anti-religion. 


There is, however, another problem, that acquainting 
students who not attend religious courses with the tra- 
ditions Christian culture. unthinkable that our 
cultural sphere students should brought whom 
Christian mythology would entirely unknown. Large 
fields culture would inaccessible them. The true 
perception European culture and art impossible with- 
out the knowledge Biblical and Church history and the 
foundations Catholic and Christian dogmas. 


Finally would say that should not take extremist 
stand. should avoid the idea that there are inter- 
mediate steps between extreme, fanatical and clerical re- 
ligious faith and the strictly rationalist materialist view 
the world. Not every form religious thinking and 
mythology socially harmful the same degree, nor does 
each them corrupt minds the same extent. Human- 
istic culture, engendered the schools sufficient 
extent, will always bring results. Where will not lead 
men complete break with religion, will contribute 
the mitigation most dangerous products. 
For example, there exists Poland fairly wide-spread 
deistic view the world, even among people who have 
never heard historical deism. This phenomenon often 
occurs persons weakening religious faiths. Therefore, 
cannot said that man believes God “anyway” 
there importance the strength weakness his 
belief. may madly fanatic clerical ruthlessly hat- 
ing everything that does not coincide with his ideology, 
may simply believe God and immortal soul, for 
his private use, because thinks that lives better this 
fashion. think that the most important and timely prob- 
lem Poland not the struggle against religion gen- 
eral, but the fight against its most degenerate forms, which 
are fanaticism, religious intolerance and the most glaring 
forms superstition. the unfortunately small number 
enlightened and progressive Catholics our country 
would set the tone for all Catholic life Poland, would 
able solve many our social difficulties, and the fact 
that people simply believe God would not very 
dangerous. 


if 
y 
> 
4 
ll 
j= 
i- 
re 


Labor Absenteeism 
the Soviet 


This the second two articles labor absenteeism 
the Soviet bloc. The previous article, which appeared 
the July 1958 issue, dealt with Poland, where below-sub- 
sistence wages and organizational chaos State industry 
have led absenteeism unprecedented scale; and 
with Bulgaria, where absenteeism has waned under the 
impact growing job scarcity. The present article re- 
views the situation Czechoslovakia, where high rate 
absenteeism and relative worker prosperity hand 
hand; Hungary, where absenteeism extends from the Octo- 
ber 1956 Revolt; and Romania, where comparatively 
stable but nonetheless disturbing weakness the economy. 


Czechoslovakia 


HIGHLY INDUSTRIAL Czechoslovakia has 

increased tremendously, causing huge production losses, 
especially the mining, building and electrical industries. 
President Antonin Zapotocky (now deceased), addressing 
meeting miners Kladno July 1956, said that while 
during the prewar First Republic maximum nine per- 
cent the mining force was absent from work any given 
time, the percentage today was least double. (According 
Rude Pravo May 28, 1957, absence without 
leave the mines during the First Republic 
gible percent. Today 70-100 times higher). 
Hospodarske Noviny (Prague), October 1957, reported 
that the average rate absenteeism the Ostrava-Karvina 
coal region during the summer 1957 was percent. 
This paper said that the percentage was reduced only 
percent, annual coal output would rise 
2,415,000 tons, enough supply about one quarter the 
households Czechoslovakia for year. Prace (Prague), 
April 24, 1958, reported that the 1957 absenteeism rate for 
all employees, including office workers, was 5.19 percent; 
for industrial workers, 6.66 percent. 

the case throughout the bloc, the post-Stalin lib- 
eralization labor regulations permitted the marked rise 
absenteeism. Although there have been formal 
changes legislation, current methods application are 
far less stringent. And also the case elsewhere, notably 
Poland, “social among the 
young—is alleged major factor absenteeism. 
February 1954, the Bratislava paper Praca published 
statistical breakdown age groups, which showed ratio 
absenteeism for the age groups 
under-20, 20-30, 30-40, and over-40 respectively, and ob- 
served that the lowest rate absenteeism was found among 
the 35-year-old workers not only because their stable 
physical condition but also because “the morale factor, 
particularly the greater sense responsibility and work 
discipline.” 


Excessive drinking causes considerable absenteeism, 


“Built absentees.” 


Rohac (Bratislava), November 14, 1957 


giving rise what Radio Bratislava, February 17, 1957 
called “Blue Monday shirking.” According the head 
the Anti-Alcoholic Center Prague, Dr. Jaroslav Skala, al- 
coholic excess behind the absence 3,600 workers daily. 

Absenteeism shoots upward around the holidays. 
April 25, 1957 Rude Pravo scored the rise absences 
Ostrava-Karvina around the Easter holiday (officially two 
days, Sunday and Saturday almost percent 
the mine workers were out—2,000 more than the usual 
already-high number absentees—and the Tuesday 
after the holidays 2,680 shifts were missed. 

Family responsibilities apparently cause certain amount 
absenteeism among women workers. The dilemma 
women railroad workers with families was discussed 
Prace (Prague), March 29, 1956, which criticized the pres- 
sure put women work without the provision 
adequate nursery facilities for the care their children. 


The Economic Factor 


MAIN CAUSE ABSENTEEISM Czechoslovakia 
clearly economic nature. Opportunity for outside 
earnings small industries and retail services has flour- 
ished, despite the regime’s consistently hostile attitude and 
action regard all private enterprise. Job loss does not 
worry workers State industry, which plagued 
shortage manpower, especially the mines. the same 
time, sickness benefits Czechoslovak State industry are 
the highest the Soviet bloc. These facts combined have 
added powerful inducement for 

December 14, 1956, Prace complained that “in spite 
the continually rising cultural standards 
the working people” and the “steadily improving health 
care,” the absence rate for illness had gone factories. 
The paper said that the total amount paid out sickness 
benefits during the first nine months 1956 was 336,500, 
000 koruny more than during the same period 1954. 
The daily total absence 245,000 workers because 
alleged illness was equivalent one illness almost three 
weeks’ duration per worker the entire national economy 
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during the year (1956), said the same newspaper Feb- 
ruary 12, 1957. 

The allocation for sickness benefits the 1957 State 
Budget was increased 200 million koruny over the pre- 
vious year. This was followed such sharp increase 
sickness absenteeism that the connection became glaringly 
obvious. 

Vecerni Praha (Prague) reported May 11, 1957 that 
the anticipated outlay for sickness benefits the first quarter 
1957 had been exceeded million koruny: 276,000 
workers were absent daily and the length absences had 
increased (to average almost days March). 
According Odborar (Prague), September 1957, 38,419, 
000 working days were lost the first half 1957 because 
alleged illness accident. Sickness absenteeism Slo- 
vakia during the first half the year represented loss 
1,653,000 working days, the equivalent the full annual 
working time over 6,000 workers, according report 
Predvoj (Bratislava), October 17, 1957. The expected 
outlay for sickness benefits Slovakia was exceeded 
10,000,000 koruny. This report linked absenteeism the 
prevailing waste and theft plant material, calling 
“another sign wrong relation Socialist property.” 
Prace, April 24, 1958, reported 1957 budget deficit 
sickness insurance 200,200,000 koruny. 

September 1957, Zivot Strany (Prague) wrote: 

“Our national [sickness] insurance law one the best 
the world. rightly considered one the great 
benefits achieved the working people under People’s 
Democracy. However, apparent that the signifi- 
cance these advantages has not been correctly under- 
stood everywhere. must result insufficient po- 
litical work among the working people that, sharp 
contradiction these facts, the number cases work 
disability has increased. 

“It has been ascertained that the prolonging work 
disability the first quarter this year was not caused 
the nature the illnesses, but shortcomings 
new national insurance law. 


for 100 Percent" 

employee Czechoslovak State industry received 
sick pay percent his regular income based 
average his wages and overtime earnings over three- 
month period. Rude Pravo, October 1957, reference 
this high rate, denounced those who “confuse the State 
with milk-cow.” The paper said: 

“In March [this paper] reported that ‘wise guys’ had 
appeared, particularly the Ostrava region, who were 
announcing that better ‘malinger for percent 
than work for percent more’ wages]. The shrewder 
malingerers, however, did not agree with this simple thesis: 
they sought way malinger for 100 percent. They 
discovered that this could done with the aid over- 
time. 

malingerer this sort got hold overtime work 

and when had made enough packed his 
tools and made believe that was ill. And since the 
average income which benefits are based includes wages 
for overtime well, was profiting more from his ‘ill- 
ness’ than could from honest work.” 
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“You didn’t work today? 
“No, kind had attack sciatica, have get little 
rest. After all, pays just well.” 


Tvorba (Prague), September 19, 1957 


The article cited the case woman who, expecting 
take her maternity leave soon, was working overtime 
order increase her maternity benefits. Thus she was earn- 
ing over 2,000 koruny month, that her income from 
maternity benefits would higher than she worked 
normally. Her husband who was the foreman the plant 
was arranging overtime jobs for her. 

Commented Rude Pravo: more, this woman 
had need anything the kind. The normal total 
income this family was almost 3,000 koruny. This case 
looks like out-and-out scramble after money, and the 
people involved not only ignore the means which they 
get but their health well.” 

Most the absentees compound the their 
own income—by taking outside work while sick 
Workers with farms work their fields; skilled 
laborers and craftsmen such carpenters, plumbers, brick- 
layers, roofers, are paid private entrepreneurs much 
higher rates than prevail State industry. (In the Fall 
1957 the Czechoslovak regime launched concerted drive 
reduce the ranks private entrepreneurs, who are be- 
lieved number about 50,000. 

Rude Pravo, May 19, 1957, coined the term “two-chair 
straddlers” pun Czech) for these workers. The paper 
applied the epithet locksmith the Prague plant 
the Central Bohemia Engineering Works who, during 
period “illness,” started making small kitchen implements 


leave. 


home. 

Such cases were cited frequently the regime press 
throughout 1957. Vaclav Pasek, Secretary the Party 
Central Committee, spoke the subject absenteeism 
and sickness insurance fraud June Central 
Committee meeting. described the case employee 
the Hradec Kralove construction enterprise who had 
been given sick leave May because alleged 
attack bronchitis and tonsilitis: “What surprise for the 
Comrades the plant when two days later they read the 
local paper that had taken part match which 
defeated his opponent after hard fight. This was not 
chess match, but boxing match held public ring!” 


Construction" 


Prace, July 11, 1957 discussed the matter so-called 
“black” construction—i.e. building construction outside the 
State Plan, undertaken individuals and groups. “These 
building projects draw workers away from regular construc- 
tion sites. find them notorious absentees who not 
work and specialize various ‘odd raid the 
police unauthorized construction sites the Zilina region 
Slovakia reportedly exposed 298 such absentees and 110 
persons who had other employment. 


Odborar complained its August 1957 issue that the 
construction works Vsetin “the worker-farmers are the 
most delicate the employees. There are 116 the plant 
who own altogether 400 hectares land—from two 
hectares apiece throughout the district. The causes 
their absences: rheumatism, sciatica, nervous stomach, etc. 
very interesting that these ailments always break out 
the time the most urgent agricultural 
Prace, August 27, reported that the members the in- 
surance commission West Bohemian stone-cutting 
plant had found “sick” employee out his fields spread- 
ing fertilizer. was quick explain that was testing 
strength see whether was ready back work 
yet, and the very moment stick the fork into the fer- 
tilizer the plant committee starts chasing me.” 


survey conducted the Nitra region disclosed that 
out 671 absent workers who were visited the inspection 
teams composed insurance commission members the 
plant trade union, 171 were not home. Zivot Strany, 
September 1957, remarked that “many these sick people 
were strong that they were performing work much 
harder than their jobs the plants.” 

Every insurance commission could cite number cases 
such abuse, said the paper: 


“They found Frantisek Kupcik from Lacnov out the 
meadow drying hay despite the fact that had been 
for almost half the year and five months had collected 
6,000 koruny benefits. Frantisek Frat from Slavicin, 
who had collected 4,224 koruny benefits, was found cut- 
ting wood the forest rather than bed when the Com- 
rades from the plant came visit him. Such instances 
the immoral misuse the national insurance benefits 
cannot remain matter indifference any honest per- 
son. The Party organization each plant must lead 
the trade union organization explain systematically 
the workers that the abuse the new law against their 
own interest.” 


Solidarity 


The press constantly berates workers, trade union and 
insurance functionaries and physicians for their collusive 
role the spread unjustified absenteeism. Nova 
Svoboda, the Communist daily the Ostrava region, its 
October 17, 1954 issue, denounced the perversion the 
inspection visits the sick trade union functionaries. 
The paper said the functionaries are given the manager’s 
car for this purpose and depart for two three days. 
“These trips often take the direction the Slovak spas, 
the Tatra Mountains, Pistany spa, etc., where only one 


two employees the plant are undergoing treatment. [The 
functionaries] pay very little attention those who are 
being treated Karvina other nearby hospitals; this 
obviously ‘not worth their 

Pravda (Bratislava), July 29, 1957, cited instances 
which members these inspection teams warned the ab- 
sentee that was under suspicion and should expect 

the other hand, Prace, July 31, 1957, pointed out, the 
trade union functionaries are often put under considerable 
pressure the workers. The paper attacked the “false 
solidarity” the workers and the aggressive behavior 
shirkers. the insurance and trade union officials attempt 
penalize worker who has been proved guilty un- 
warranted absentecism, the paper said, they are threatened 
the worker, and fellow-workers take his part and pro- 
test against the commission’s measures. Prace listed uncut 
grass meadow, the building hut, trip with 
friends, “illnesses” diagnosed the insurance commis- 
sions. 

March 1954 Narodni Pojisteni (Prague) criticized the 
physicians the national health centers for omitting 
include the diagnosis and probable duration illness 
their reports sick workers. one case worker with 
touch flu” was able stay out for days. Only 
when was invited appear before the insurance com- 
mission did decide return work. 

Plant doctors have been reproved for their superficial 
examination patients and their tendency give the pa- 
tients the benefit the doubt uncertain cases. However, 
the difficulties the doctors’ task were explained Rude 
Pravo, April 1956. The paper referred cases which 
not even X-rays make possible find out whether 
worker really ill, cases which the patient exhibits all 
the symptoms certain disease while the same time 
the doctor has the impression that normal health. 


the National Enterprise gate: “Daddy was sleeping soundly 
didn’t want wake him.” 
Dikobraz (Prague), January 1957 


The Stalinist Fist 


STALINISY FIST was brandished workers 
the Ostrava-Karvina coal mines article 
Nova Svoboda (Ostrava), September 1957, which 
demanded the use force—including possible con- 
finement—against chronic absentees: 

“There limit everything. Even the pa- 
tience miners whose blood has been sucked for ten 
years ugly leech—the hooligan. Pits are re- 
sounding with the cry: ‘Out with the shirkers!’ 

‘The amount stolen time which cannot re- 
placed staggering, time which all the more valu- 
able because slated for the building Socialism. 
The figure 179,197 shifts missed for reason 
all the first six months [of 1957] drowns all argu- 
ment. far worse than last year. 

“This not say that the possibilities persua- 
sive and educational methods have been exhausted. 
But why that the unions, which are supposed 
the ‘school Communism,’ must refrain from the 
other method approaching undisciplined people— 
the compulsory method? 

“Go through Trotsky’s works carefully—gentlemen 
from Free Europe—before you start howling, after 
our remark about compulsion, that are about 
introduce Trotskyism the unions! What Trotsky 
wanted unions was stiff drill, whereas our miners 
demand the right use force only exceptional 
cases. merely ‘auxiliary’ means, mentioned 
Lenin, who said that unions, one the bearers 
and executors State power, cannot waive the re- 
sponsibility participating even the exercise 
pressure. 


“Thus the miners have chosen auxiliary 
means ‘pressure’, that they demand that the hooli- 
gans ousted from the mines and confined places 
where they would prevented from shirking. 

miners propose that they concentrated 
one mine; others are against that, demanding that 
the hooligans banned from the district altogether. 

“Recruitment manpower for mines costs 
90,500,000 koruny year! That means have spent 
million koruny the first half-year get 184 
miners, because the number new arrivals terribly 
low compared with the number departures. Let 
the hooligans take the consequences—even the 
cost their personal freedom.” 


“Only chance was the origin this knowledge the 
diseases and the exact description their symptoms dis- 
covered, special ‘indoctrination’ course which the 
malingerers and shirkers get from people who are genu- 
inely ill.” 

Zivot Strany, September 1957, scored the case physi- 
cian the Somet enterprise Teplice who was handing 
out signed blank certificates for sickness benefits em- 
ployees. 
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“Sure, but they 
our absenteeism.” 


shorten the working period will cut into 


Dikobraz (Prague), September 20, 


Control and Correction 


SEPTEMBER 1956, the Fifth Plenary Session the Cen- 
tral Trade Union organization passed resolution re- 
organizing and tightening the work the insurance 
commissions and trade union inspection teams con- 
nection with the payment sickness benefits. The following 
month the Council Ministers introduced amendment 
the national insurance bill calling for sickness payments 
made lower rate during the first three days 
absence. 
the insurance commissions 
and medical control groups was reportedly producing re- 
sults: Ceskoslovensky Hornik, the Miners Trade Union 
organ, described “conferences” held the insurance com- 
mission the Zapotocky mine Ostrava with absentees: 
“The situation the plant was explained them, their 
questions were answered, and the result? Three Comrades 
returned work immediately and will continue treatment 
while working.” Prace, May 30, 1957, 
extraordinary medical commissions: 


The stepped-up activity 


mentioned the work 

‘Almost 30-40 per- 
cent the sick workers summoned appear before these 
commissions returned work without presenting them- 
selves, and many others were found capable work.” 

The national insurance commission may withhold the 
entire sickness benefit payment from anyone who does out- 
side work during the period his disability, according 
Prace, May 23, 1957. The paper added that unexcused 
absences may deducted from the workers’ vacation. 
Legislation vacations contains the 
provision that every work shift unjustifiably 
compensated for deduction two days from the 
vacation 


regulating worker’s 


The loopholes the national insurance law were cor- 
rected October 1957. Overtime was excluded from com- 
putation sickness benefits. Slovo (Prague), 
November 12, 1957, said that would longer pos- 


Svobodne 


rd 


sible for workers gain higher incomes from being sick 
than from working normally. The paper said that medical 
control and responsibility had been stiffened, and that sanc- 
tions would applied against doctors who act “irrespon- 
sibly” determining work disability. Infirmaries being set 
work sites mining and construction were reducing 
the length disability. 


Pressure Campaigns 


During 1957 the regime sought reduce absenteeism 
mainly through pressure, “education” and persuasion, at- 
tempting arouse opinion against absentees; now there 
are clear signs that harder line adopted, 


zootsuiter’s disability: “Tell the boss that have heart trouble 


Svet Obrazech (Prague), November 11, 1957 


least the mines. The technique stigma not new 
one; plant newspapers have long had policy publish- 
ing absentee’s photographs with reproof; miners have 
been made wear special badges, etc. Prace, March 1957, 
said that short film was being made the Jachymov 
uranium mines the subject “one Jachymov’s most 
serious problems—unexcused absence from work.” 
Mlada Fronta (Prague), September 19, 1957, reported 
that stronger measures against absenteeism had been taken 
the Ostrava-Karvina mines (see box, opposite). The 
report attempted imply that the situation was critical 


that there was choice but resort more repressive 
tactics: 


“Shirkers are being approached everywhere, their 
homes and the mines, effort persuade them 
work properly. Many have already been brought before 
the [plant trade union] courts. They promised improve, 
but only few kept their word. What done about 
them? From the first the year the end August, 
the regular number shirkers the Hlubina mine was 
100 day. When soft words failed, the management de- 
cided apply firmer methods: the end August, 
incorrigible absentees were fired the spot and turned 
over the State prosecutor.” 


Hungary 


ABSENTEEISM CAN form resistance and 

subversion was borne out the scale and nature 
absenteeism Hungary after the suppression the Octo- 
ber 1956 uprising. Here represented, the 
winter 1956-57, extension the general strike 
November and December, which itself was attenuation 
the Revolt. 

One the Kadar regime’s first objectives after the Re- 
volt was reanimate industrial production. The new re- 
gime newspapers Nepszabadsag and Nepakarat published 
daily notices the employees various plants report for 
work certain dates. The workers, however, appeared 
only order pick their wages, take care their 
machines, and receive their share the emergency food 
distributions which were carried out the factories. 

Nepszabadsag (Budapest), May 1957, described the 
case factory manager which may considered typical 
the behavior and attitudes this period, and demon- 


strates how far even the managerial elite took part the 


“Manager [Blank] lost his head somewhat 
October [first day the Revolt], and for three whole 
days worked like beaver the offices the enter- 
prise. Then all sudden stopped coming in, and 
did not put appearance until about the middle 
November. was expected that the events which 
had transpired the interval might have put damper 
his enthusiasm, and that would again take charge 
the management the plant, which was badly needed. 
Far from doing this, Manager [Blank] only came when 
food was distributed the plant. Despite repeated re- 
quests members the Party, refused have any- 
thing with them, and they were only able ap- 
proach him outside, mostly the street. allowed 
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Dad Reported 
from Tvorba September 26, 1957 


WHERE ARE you to?” calls the suspicious voice 
the school mistress, who knows that Vera’s parents 
are both work this time the day. 

going [get] father’s [sickness insurance] 
ment; reported sick today that could some 
gardening. The little girl bit offended; she had 
done nothing wrong. 

“That’s right,” says another child’s voice, “my dad also 
says sick when wants something for himself.” 

Let look the figures for July. Gardening, roof 
repairs, house painting and heaven knows what—it all 
comes under the heading “unexcused” absenteeism—have 
cost industry 128,953 days work. the same month the 
igure for days lost because illness and accident was 
2,130,954, while the total lost working days was 3,087,710. 

The days unexcused absence represent loss the 
national economy almost 35,000,000 koruny. What 
could buy for this sum! 

But this only one side the problem. The other 
side Vera. What kind spirit she being brought 
in, when her father teaches her her early youth 
hypocrisy, lies, and lack respect for work? 


good Communists like Mrs. J.L., who was among the first 
left the field the counterrevolution.” 


Absenteeism Crystallizes 


was not until the Spring 1957 that was possible 
distinguish absenteeism from the general chaos labor 
and production organization. The first mention absen- 
March 27, 1957. This was report which stated that 
labor costs had risen percent over the third quarter 
1956 (the last period before the Revolt) and declared that 
slack discipline could longer laid exclusively the 
door “the circumstances last November-December, 
which favored this symptom,” nor could excused 
transportation tie-ups and shortages materials. 

Other articles the press put forth the view that absen- 
teeism and quitting were the result deteriorating work- 
ing conditions “as plants try maintain appearance 
increased output the expense their employees’ 
welfare.” order spur productivity, the Kadar regime 
first raised wages many plants. However, the spring 
1957 the norms were raised, thus effectively cutting 
wages back. 

Competition from independent small industry, “lib- 
erated” degree Kadar part the attempt 
stimulate the economy, led, elsewhere, absenteeism 
State industry. Nepszabadsag, October 20, 1957, re- 
port the Sodronyarugyar plant, complained: 
workers work eight-hour shift the plant and 
another eight hours for maszek [private home 


Since the maszek pays them better not hard figure 
out where they their better work, since man can 
work efficiently for hours day.” 

decree prohibiting workers from transferring from State 
private industry was announced Radio Budapest, Feb- 
ruary 18,1958. (In January the regime had taken measures 
curb private enterprises fixing prices. 

Neglecting deserting factory jobs work the fields 
has been common practice Hungary since the advent 
Communism. the time the major collectivization 
drive 1951-52 the Communist authorities waged mas- 
sive campaign against the practice, with the object forc- 
ing the small landholding factory worker, miner, railroad 
worker, etc., out agriculture entirely and collectivizing all 
full-time farmers. the summer 1953, under Nagy’s 
New Course, this campaign was discontinued the same 
time that the tempo collectivization was reduced because 
the sharp decline agricultural production. The cur- 
rent regime also apparently believes that more impor- 
tant for the land cultivated part-time farmers than 
“Socialized” and neglected. Therefore the regime does 
not make issue absenteeism this account. 

general, social and psychological factors, rather than 
purely financial, appear back absenteeism 
Hungary. The problem restoring social discipline has been 
one the stubbornest facing the post-Revolt regime. The 
regime has the authority enforce the Stalinist labor laws 
1950, but reluctant upset the already precarious 

balance.” The regime has attempted use persua- 
sion and channel the responsibility for discipline through 
plant managers, trade union functionaries and other lower 
authorities. 

Nepakarat, September 22, “Some trade 
union functionaries have not been immune the slack- 


1957, wrote: 


ness which has remained with [as from the 
past, the time the October counterrevolution. This 
why some trade union officials are not aroused the spec- 
tacle acts committed against the interest the working 
masses, and not try make the loafers and the undis- 


ciplined see reason. October 1957 


Desen Fred 


“One employee vacation, one the main office, one has 
toothache.” 

“And that one?” 

keep this one here file reports our activities.” 


Urzica (Bucharest), October 31, 1957 
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The Drama Absentee 


“Excuse me, but have 


“Excuse please, I'm 
due the Ministry.” 


come back later.” 


oe 
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bar-restau- 
“But you want 
sure meet me... 


wall-newspaper [called 
No. 


Urzica (Bucharest), March 20, 1957 


reported that the Red Star Tractor Factory, 192 days 
were unaccountably missed during August alone. (No overall 
and few specific statistics absenteeism are published 
the Hungarian press.) Other 
were widespread the factory. The paper 
scored incident which the “soft-hearted” foreman 
changed report unexcused absence absence with per- 


idleness, etc.— 


mussion. 

Current policy the Hungarian press soft-pedal the 
issue absenteeism along with all labor troubles. The pre- 
vailing line that the workers are again happily hard 
work and production output steadily increasing. 


Romania 


LESS than Poland, Czechoslovakia 
and Hungary, absenteeism also plaguing Romanian 
industry. statistics have been published since the 
last Congress the Romanian Workers’ (Communist) 
Party December 1955, when First Secretary Gheorghiu- 
Dej declared that lost production time 1954 reached 
nearly million manpower days, which 5.7 million were 
due unjustified absenteeism. The regime has since ad- 
mitted that, least certain sectors such coal mining, 
absenteeism increasing. 

Stalinist labor regulations Romania called for fines 
two days’ wages for one day’s absence without cause, three 
days’ wages for two days, and dismissal for three days’ ab- 
sence. These regulations are still effect legally, but are 
not consistently applied. elsewhere, the regime now at- 
tempts control absenteeism through “persuasion” and 
social pressure, resorting outright coercive measures only 
certain cases. 

recent months the trade union organ Munca (Bucha- 
rest) has made frequent references cases absenteeism. 

July 1957 issue, comment the chronically 
lagging Decembrie footwear plant Sibiu, complained 
about “some workers who, taking advantage the 
scarcity skilled workers and knowing themselves 
protected against sanctions, are missing from work several 
days row. indicate the effects the unwarranted 
absences during the past year, mention that [in the time 
lost] approximately 10,000 pairs shoes could have been 
produced.” 

July Munca published letter from group 


Petrila coal miners discussing various factors the low 
rate coal production. Among these was cited the fact 
that “there are [many] groups which show lack discipline; 
people are absent for reason, they come late and leave 
The same issue carried letter alleged from 
worker the “Gheorghiu-Dej” factory com- 
plaining the poor discipline the factory, particularly 
absenteeism, following paydays. The writer denounced sev- 
eral co-workers: Sovagau absent without cause 
five six times month, Paul Bretan works six hours day 
instead eight, Mihai Silaghe and Constantin Robu have 
been absent five and three days respectively without leave, 
etc. demanded material sanctions against such people 
“who hinder production.” 


Munca, July 28, 1957 reported that the Clement Gottwald 
metallurgical plant Bucharest had lost the equivalent 
four days’ work through the past six 
months. The July issue took the union shop commit- 
tee the Doicesti coal works task: “The committee 
knows that the number unjustified absences has greatly 
increased lately. For instance, the Sotanga mine alone, 
124 ‘comrades’ were absent without leave July 17. The 
same situation could found Margineanca 
reporter visiting the Semanatoarea agricultural machinery 
plant observed that many workers were away from their 
jobs, and there was conspicuous waste material (Munca, 
July 31). the Congress the Agricultural and Forestry 
Workers Union September 1957, the Minister Agri- 
culture Ion Cosma cited numerous cases Saturday and 
Monday absences. 


The phenomenon so-called “assault was at- 
tacked Scinteia (Bucharest), August 1957. The Party 
organ decried the practice industrial employees taking 
time off freely during the first half the month, then 
working overtime meet the prescribed production quota. 
Munca, July 25, discussed poor organization work fac- 
tories and cited the State metallurgical plant Cimpulung 
where, July 17, nothing had been produced toward 
the monthly quota. One the reasons for this failure 
“the absenteeism some workers with backward men- 
tality.” 

The September issue Munca reported “grave sit- 
uation” the electro-motor plant Timisoara. Lateness 
and absenteeism were epidemic. Two engineers had been 
dismissed for breaches discipline. “The lack interest 


it 


Socialist education shown the workers,” said Munca, 
“is reflected ultimately production. was calculated 
that the first seven months the year the enterprise was 
obliged break the work contract [i.e., dismiss] work- 
ers for indulging more than three unauthorized absences. 
Because absenteeism 838 manpower days were lost. 
What could have been produced that time? 110 elec- 
tric motors for 3,350 pressing-irons.” 

The resolution adopted the Consumer Goods Workers 
Congress September 1957 called for the trade union or- 
gans fight continuously for the strengthening work 
discipline: “Disciplined workers who work diligently should 
emulated and opinion aroused against loafers and 
absentees.” 


Summary 


FACTOR the economic difficulties the 
area industrial absenteeism. those countries 
which are most highly industrialized—Czechoslovakia and 
Poland—where the problem both qualitatively and quan- 
titatively most acute. 

complex social phenomenon, absenteeism has 
multiplicity causes, and the emphasis among these causes 
may shift from country country, although the effect may 
remain the same. Thus appears (such matters must 
speculation only) that Polish absenteeism has, addition 


its economic factors, strong political motivation rooted 
disappointment and apathy the failure the Gomulka 
government fulfill the high hopes once raised. 
Czechoslovakia, although discontent with Communist so- 
cial organization doubtless element absenteeism, eco- 
nomic factors seem greater weight. both countries, 
notable that the social insurance scheme for sick bene- 
fits, which was designed bind the workers grateful 
fealty the regimes, has been seized upon the workers 
for their own ends, harmful official policy. 


Indeed, one the most striking things about the admit- 
tedly high and still rising tide industrial absenteeism its 
revelation realities behind the sham the doctrinaire 
Communist claim “the ownership the worker.” The 
workers’ answer years attempted indoctrination 
the line that the economy belongs the workers, that the 
workers must not dream disobeying the rules Com- 
munist society because “their” society, plain. They 
have given such claims the lie direct, making clear that 
they consider the society and economy belong them 
more than prison belongs convict. And they have 
seized upon every opportunity afforded the post-Stalin 
relaxation terror gain their own advantage, regardless 
the harmful effect the economy which they have been 
told but which they know belong their 
Party masters. 


Free Ride and Members the Wedding 


NEW “SCANDAL” connection with absenteeism was 
described indignant article Rude Pravo, 
(Prague), November 23, 1957. seems that Stakhanovite 
miners who acquired automobiles prizes for their high 
work records have taken skipping their shifts order 
take wedding parties around town—a service for which 
they receive financial “gifts” well little fun: 

“Old timers still talk the weddings which coal barons 
and factory owners the coal region Ostrava used 
give their children. ‘So many cars, bridesmaids, and all the 
rest!’ they say with enthusiasm when they think those 
times, which, however, longer impress anybody. Wed- 
dings with many cars, bridesmaids and all the rest can 
seen Ostrava almost every day. 

“Miners who own Spartaks, Pobedas even tiny Ren- 
aults begin complain pains the back head when- 
ever the time wedding draws near, and they not 
succeed obtaining the doctor’s recognition their com- 


plaints, sickness overtakes them anyhow. This even happens 


those whose successes mining have won them deco- 
rations and orders. 

“And then the wedding party goes by, scores cars are 
raising dust, and behind the wheels, there are the smiling 
healthy-sick miners. Why shouldn’t they smile? The mem- 
bers the wedding are generous. pays more than work 
shift and top you get refreshments. This had been 
the experience miner Sielinksy from Horni Sucha, who 
precisely the moment was climbing into his Pobeda 
with myrtle [wedding decoration] his lapel was visited 
the national insurance commission. 

“These are the sad facts. The miners who have become 
car owners thanks only our social order repay the Re- 
public stealing tons coal from her, [the coal] which 
they could have mined during the time their wedding- 
malingering.” 
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Letter From 
Marek Hlasko 


The work Marek Hlasko, the most popular young Polish 
writer, gradually becoming known the West. the 
same time, Hlasko under increasingly heavy attack his 
own country well from the Soviet Union. the April 
issue the Polish Party daily Trybuna Ludu, article 
under the pseudonym Hlasko was violently berated 
for, among other things, having permitted the emigre 
monthly Kultura, published Paris (where Hlasko was 
visiting), print two his stories. reply, Hlasko sent 
the following letter Trybuna Ludu; the Party paper re- 
fused publish it. subsequently appeared Kultura, 
No. 1958 (all reproduction rights reserved 
For the first Western publication two typical Hlasko 
stories, see East Europe, September and October 1957. 


NOT RIGHT for author defend himself against 
accusations and critical slanders. never indulged 
battles this kind: however, this time, due the serious- 
ness the accusations, the seriousness and significance 
the newspaper which printed these accusations, and the 
conviction that nobody will raise finger defense, 
ask, the name justice and sincerity, that Trybuna grant 
few its columns. 

shall not defend myself against criticism artistic 
nature; everybody has right judge book according 
his liking. writer should not defend his book; 
worth anything will defend itself. The only important 
thing for the accusation that falsified reality. 

From the beginning work, when the first pieces 
signed with name saw daylight, the case author- 
ship was falsified and mythologized. was called repre- 
sentative the younger generation; was called cynic 
and demoralizer; was called moralist and “disenchanted 
went far that upon arriving Paris 
read that [Polish] provincial capital, the second half 
the 20th century and the 15th year People’s Poland, 
stack books was heaped the market place. These 
books, which certain people with influence the lives 
other citizens, seemed be—how can one express it?— 
were burned. 

shall not write about the evil analogy this event, 
but everybody knows what can thought this case and 
what example human memory and imagination recalls. 
not know who was the first light match, nor 
know the faces those who danced around the stack, but 
everybody with just little bit imagination knows what 
felt and thought that time. was not book that was 
burned this city, was the remains faith and love 
man. The remains—not many anyway, admit hon- 
estly—of confidence human nobility and intelligence 
and for God’s sake, everybody surely knows that this 
not just the matter twenty-odd-year-old beginner 
the name Marek Hlasko. 


The now-disbanded Stalinist youth organization. 


Marek Hlasko, shown receiving 1957 State literary prize. 
Photo from Swiat (Warsaw), January 19, 1958 


was from the newspapers that learned that “Hlasko- 
exists literature. was from the papers that 
learned that there are was not who 
coined the term. makes difference what they call 
disenchanted people, for does not change the fact. They 
may write better worse than they may more like 
someone else more like me, but the fact that they 
exist, the fact that regardless whether their books ap- 
pear not they will exist. 

personally not believe the future this type 
literature, but certain its current necessity. not 
believe cynicism. Cynicism unacceptable and in- 
applicable attitude and never was cynic, more, hold 
cynicism contempt perhaps nothing else the world; 
more, cynicism makes laugh, and that the worst thing. 
But believe revolt; believe revolt the starting 
point for finding place life and society. believe 
revolt youth’s highest value. believe revolt the 
highest form love life the young. believe 
revolt the highest form hatred for terror, pressure 
and injustice and also believe that there revolt 
without aim although the interest the world 
which loves its rebels kill them. And revolt cannot 


3 
4 
i 


just; exactly the world which revolt born un- 
just. for the case generation—what 
funny and pitiful term. And who takes seriously? The 
generation? Myself? 


Does one have describe the causes the generation’s 
revolt? Must one write about what the twenty-year-olds 
rebel against? This has been done the leaders our 
country and our bloc, and curtain was drawn aside be- 
fore the world, revealing picture not happy all. That 
what the leaders did; but literature needs years deal 
with the matter and everything that lies within the 
possibilities literature—to accuse and elevate, ridicule 
and ennoble—and this not something for one year 
one report. 


Polish criticism murderous criticism; anybody who 
writes about one thing little bit longer than suits the 
likes dozen snobs considered buried. And feel that 
have not yet written anything that want write, that 
nothing have written] shows hundredth hatred 
for the existing state affairs, and that always spoke too 
softly and that the life whose witness was for many 
years was much worse and much more morbid than 


all that wrote. And may those who keep silent all this 
damned. 


was not who made Warsaw, that Warsaw which 
was for many years city without smile; was not 
who made the Warsaw which people trembled with 
fear; was not who made the Warsaw which the 
greatest treasure the poor was bottle vodka; was 
not who made the Warsaw which girl was cheaper 
than bottle vodka—it was that Warsaw which made 
me. 


Who orders silent about and what author- 
ity? youth, that first youth full romantic dreams 
and disillusionment, will always desert without pity. 
desert despair and meanness which every gesture 
friendship could turn into gesture self-destruction. 
And Warsaw, the city youth, the youth which 
lived alone, wildly, unloved and unloving, youth whose 
greatest good was bottle and forgetfulness and some 
chance girl whose face forgot after five minutes, 
will always city without smile, city along whose 
streets wander the drunkard and the miserable, city 
which cheated man unthinkingly goes toward his death. 


Apostles modernity not like think about it. How 
much more effective Beckett with his wanderers brilliantly 
talking about existence and nonexistence. How much more 
effective are Ionesco and Gombrowicz, and the heroes 
“Les Mandarins” and the foggy Fellini together with all 
his sentimental philosophy confidence—how much more 
effective all that than the guy who, risking long-term 
prison sentence, steals few bricks from unfinished 
building and sells them for bottle vodka. 


better not think about Warsaw and better 
treat western art—excellent sure, but coming from 
different experiences—as key understanding reality. 
Anybody who interferes this not needed. One has 
spit him, discriminate against him and bury him. Also, 


happens case, one can accuse him treason 
and present him traitor. 

This bitter accusation. few years ago meant 
death. have nothing justification, nothing except 
that afraid ideology deviating into totalitarianism 
the Germans and many succeeding ones period over 
which history will pass everyday matters period 
“warpings and errors Stalinism,” but which the tongue 
living people has not yet been defined way satisfac- 
tory the heart and mind. 

one lived such period, only memory can the 
right weapon, and who does not want judge judged. 
Everybody has right make mistake judgment, but 
nobody has right silent, since the highest form 
betrayal life silence and forgetting. The gloomy tone 
conscience and character, cannot change point 
view matters wrote about “Cemeteries”; and the 
triumphant statement that Orwell calls from every page 
book cannot dishonor me, not because consider 
Orwell teacher life but because created 
vision world against which desire defend myself. 

And this has nothing with trade anti-Communist 
weapons; and that may have erred depends the jus- 
tice the world and life, the justice which have 
doubted and doubt. “Skiz” ought know that writ- 
ing about smuggler anti-Communist weapons 
passing sentence civil death Poland. Let 
him back into his memory and let him consider well 
whether the accused deserves death. writer without 
fatherland nothing, and see possibility, accusa- 
tion, consequence which could tear away from 
land and home. But duty remember that res- 
urrection only term and never becomes reality. 

nature. committed disloyalty regarding Polish litera- 
ture and “Cemeteries” and “The Next One For Paradise” 
were given Polish publishing houses. But the publishers 
could not make their minds publish them. Why? Did 
they think that there are people who could come out 
against this book armed with something other than silence? 
waited long year, but would rather take the conse- 
quences publishing than the consequences silence, 
since writer cannot find protection from that. 

Let the pathos these few pages forgiven me, but 
this matter something more than unfavorable 
criticism. Just started his article with the dry 
statement that another name had appeared the anti- 
Communist market, shall end mine with the dry state- 
ment that the curse, also called life, given man just 
once and that one really dies only when one confronts in- 
iquity, sadness and despair and one looks these with 
living eyes and the heart beats with the heart others 
and despite that silent. started write time when 
nothing showed that sometime would able think dif- 
ferently and not understand the accusation that 
“written with contemporary passion.” that so—then 
thank you for the only compliment. 
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Current 
Developments 


AREA 


Middle-East Crisis 


the midsummer crisis over Iraq, Lebanon and Jordan, 
official Satellite reaction was thoroughly synchronized with 
that the USSR. Throughout the area the pattern was 
the same: quick condemnation the July dispatch 
and British troops, coupled with the early recogni- 
tion (July 16-17) the revolutionary Iraqi regime. Sub- 
sequently Satellite officials and publications defended all 
Soviet boss Khrushchev’s proposals for against 
summit conference, from his July call for five-power 
heads-of-State meeting with Indian Premier Nehru and 
Secretary General Hammarskjold, his apparent 
acceptance the Anglo-American suggestion Security 
Council session attended the chiefs State, his 
seeming shift July French Premier Gaulle’s 
suggestion summit meeting outside the UN. After 
the news Khrushchev’s four-day Peiping conference 
with Mao Tse-tung was made public, August and after 
the Khrushchev about-face two days later (in which the 
Soviet leader—apparently acceding 
his original idea for Security Council meet- 
ing heads-of-State), the Satellites fully supported his 
new demand for extraordinary session the General 
Assembly discuss Anglo-American withdrawal from the 
Middle-East. 

The Satellite statements the Middle-East stressed 
accusations “imperialism” and “colonialism,” along with 
fulminations against the Baghdad Pact and the Western 
desire assure its oil supplies, which was generally equated 
with “capitalist greed.” The official Bulgarian declaration 
the crisis summed follows: 

“US Government maneuvers cannot hide the true aims 
the long-prepared armed intervention the Near and 
Middle-East. These aims entail the aspiration the 
and Western monopolies preserve their colonial dom- 
ination the countries the Near and Middle-East, 
enslave once more the liberated Arab peoples, hide the 
failure their policy the Arab East, the fiasco the 
Baghdad Pact and the Dulles-Eisenhower Doctrine.” (Ra- 
botnichesko Delo July 18.) 

Two Party Chiefs, Gheorghiu-Dej Romania and 
Novotny Czechoslovakia weighed with similar state- 
ments, the former saying that “Anglo-American actions 
the Arab countries create serious danger peace” 
(Radio Bucharest, July 26), the latter averring that “the 
latest provocations Lebanon and Jordan are proof that 
the imperialists have not lost their taste for aggression.” 
(Rude Pravo July 18.) 

The Albanian declaration was characteristically strident: 


One the many cartoons the press the area attacking the 
for its recent moves the Middle East. the caption, Secretary 
Dulles cries: “Oh Allah, protect military bases!” 


Cartoon and quoted caption from Rohac July 25, 1958 


“unprovoked criminal aggression” (Radio Tirana, July 
18); and the Hungarian regime also fell into line ex- 
pected, with accusations “oil monopolies” seeking 
tary bases” (Magyar Nemzet July 19). the 
same time the Kadar regime declaration played 
older theme: “Barely months have passed since the 
triple aggression against Egypt, during which, almost simul- 
taneously, the imperialists organized counterrevolution 
Hungary.” 
Polish Reaction 

Although the tone some the principal Polish press 
coverage the Middle-East situation was impartial—un- 
like that elsewhere the area—the official statements were 
almost indistinguishable from those the orthodox re- 
gimes. Party Secretary Gomulka, for instance, did not 
mince his words (Trybuna Ludu, July 23) 

“The brutal intervention the United States and British 
imperialists the internal affairs the countries the 
Middle-East, the armed intervention Lebanon and 
the landing British troops Jordan are acts aggres- 
sion, endangering the peace the world. sending their 
troops Lebanon and Jordan, the imperialists aim the 
restoration colonialism all the Arab countries.” 
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editorial the official Party organ, Trybuna Ludu 
(Warsaw), July 20, provided further support both 
USSR foreign policy and recent Polish propaganda man- 
euvers seeking show that the “Anglo-American action 
the Middle-East not isolated phenomenon 
but one the elements policy whose danger shown 
the arming the West German Bundeswehr with 
atomic weapons, the plan for rocket bases West Germany 
and the obstinate refusal even negotiate for the atomic 
neutralization Central Europe [i.e. the Rapacki 


Out Limb 


The Soviet turnabout the desirability summit 
conference within the Security Council caused many con- 
volutions the Satellite press the various journals 
switched abruptly from all-out propaganda for such 
meeting. The Polish example typical. July Radio 
Warsaw, its press program, quoted from Trybuna Ludu 
commentary entitled World Awaits Positive An- 
positive answer Khrushchev’s original accept- 
ance the Security Council meeting. “It would very 
hard explain the people why, situation 
dangerous peace, proposal for meeting designed 
save the world from the threatening danger should re- 
jected,” the paper said. Zycie Warszawy was similarly 
quoted having spoken ray hope connected with 
the possibility summit meeting within the Security 
Council.” 

After Khrushchev’s change heart and his call for 
General Assembly session instead the heads-of-State 
Security Council meeting, the “explanations” the Sa- 
tellite press had certain lameness. “Washington and 
London had always shown aversion toward the summit 
apologized Zycie Warszawy (Warsaw) 
August The paper went cite the “composition 
the Security Council” and the presence that body 
Nationalist China proof that there could have been “no 
guarantee positive results from the debates.” 

Similarly awkward were other “explanations” the 
Soviet change policy. Radio Prague, August blamed 
the West for all failures meet the summit, while 
glossing over Khrushchev’s change heart. The broad- 
cast also recalled that the Czechoslovak government had 
the past urged General Assembly meeting for “stopping 
imperialist aggression.” The Hungarian regime, 
August broadcast Hungarian Western Europe— 
not for home consumption—admitted that “one section 
the press correspondents was doubt surprised that the 
Soviet Union should have reverted her demand for the 
convocation the General Assembly,” but went 
state that step was both natural and self-explanatory.” 
For home listeners, however, Radio Budapest confined its 
discussions the situation attacks Chiang Kai-shek, 
the “colonialists” and “oil monopolies.” (Radio Budapest, 
August 7.) 


Yugoslav Position 


The Tito regime roundly condemned Anglo-American 


China 
Khrushchev 
and the Security Council 


text Khrushchev’s message President Eisenhower, 


July 23: 


Mr. Macmillan connection with the holding 
summit conference within the framework the United 
Nations Security Council. its letter dated July 19, the 
Soviet Government pointed out that the United Nations 
Security Council should not ignored. And, because 
necessary take speedy measures for the protection 
world peace, regard the manner which the meeting 
the heads the governments takes place not being 
also agree the approach the work this special ses- 
sion the Security Council suggested Mr. Macmillan. 
The participation India the work the Security 
Council would very useful, even more useful than 
the participation one the so-called permanent mem- 
bers, who fact does not represent anyone. 


Radio Moscow, July 23, 


FULLY AGREE the considerations expressed 


Near Eastern Service, Arabic. 


From text Khrushchev’s message President Eisenhower, 
August 


ONE CONSIDERS the composition the Security Coun- 

cil its present form, one involuntarily comes the 
conclusion that under pressure this organ has virtually 
become kind committee composed the main 
countries included NATO, the Baghdad pact, and 
SEATO, and which the place the lawful representa- 
tives the great Chinese People’s Republic occupied 
the representatives political corpse, Chiang Kai-shek. 

“The policy ignoring People’s China folly 

without the Chinese People’s Republic the Security Coun- 
cil and the United Nations cannot completely effective 
the matter preserving peace and insuring security, 


the charter this organization demands. 

situation has arisen which the Security Coun- 
cil virtually paralyzed and not position, independ- 
ently the United States America, adopt any deci- 
sion which could effectively assist in insuring universal 
peace. 

“You are the opinion that the examination this 
question should entrusted the 
Security Council. Unfortunately, already noted 
with the majority representatives the various coun- 
tries not free undertake anything which con- 
trary the position the United States, does not 
allow recognize your proposal correct.” 


Radio Moscow, August 


— 
Wy. 


actions the Middle-East. its July issue the official 
organ Borba (Belgrade) said that “the policy armed 
intervention, which Washington and London resort, 
opposition the sovereign rights peoples and against 
the role the United Nations.” Subsequently, the Yugo- 
slav press showed much ire the attitude most the 
Satellite countries which refused acknowledge that the 
Yugoslav government had supported the so-called “anti- 
imperialist line.” Borba stated August that only Po- 
land had correctly reported the Yugoslav stand. Commu- 
nist Chinese “hysterical attacks the United Nations” 
connection with the Middle-East situation were also 
condemned the Belgrade press (Polityka, August 7), 
were the anti-Yugoslav portions 
joint communique. However, the Yugoslav press showed 
particular surprise over the collapse immediate sum- 
mit possibilities, having publicly recognized—well ad- 
vance the Peiping meeting—the difficulties inherent 
Soviet-Nationalist Chinese face-to-face confrontation 
the Security Council. 


Campaign 


the wake the Iraq coup and the Anglo-American 
action the Middle-East, the areawide offensive against 
Yugoslavia receded from the forefront Soviet-Satellite 
attention. all probability this was temporary respite, 
for the conditions which had brought the imbroglio 
continued unchanged. The Tito regime defiantly main- 
tained its position, with the Soviets and the rest the bloc 
apparently determined ever follow the accelerating 
trend toward areawide conformity and repression. More- 
over, the smoldering anti-Yugoslav sentiments were fanned 
from outside the area unceasing attacks from Communist 
China. 

the bloc itself there were further harsh words from 
Khrushchev just before the Middle-East crisis, new develop- 
ments the Imre Nagy case, and the peculiar affair the 
shooting Yugoslav police “escaping” prisoner who 
may may not have been Albanian. All these events 
added the pressure against the Tito administration, 
although they were overshadowed, for the time being, 
events the Middle-East. 


Khrushchev Speaks—Borba Rebuts 


Soviet-Czechoslovak “friendship” meeting Mos- 
cow, July 12, Soviet Party boss Khrushchev again de- 
nounced the Yugoslavs—in passage that possibly could 
used the future against the Poles—for accepting 
American aid (Pravda [Moscow], July 13). “Granting 
credits one the Socialist countries,” said, “is the 
way fattening and bribing those forces which 
call themselves Marxist-Leninist and which are prepared 
struggle against the Socialist countries and, above all, 
against the Soviet Union.” added that “this aid the 
tribute for the [dissemination of] dissenting policy the 
Socialist camp.” 

The Soviet leader also poked fun Tito’s statements 
that his meetings during the past two years with Khrush- 
chev were “non-political” and evidently tried embarrass 
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the Yugoslav leader implying that Tito had been ready 
double-cross the West: “We did not spend our time 
shooting—as was reported the time—but had political 
talks. Our game was different kind. The reference 
shooting was order calm some people the West.” 

The July edition Borba (Belgrade) again denied 
that American aid had entailed political commitments and 
asserted that Soviet credits had been cancelled because 
Yugoslavia had refused USSR attempts domination: ‘It 
appears that Comrade Khrushchev has alluded the fact 
that Yugoslavia failed sign the declaration the 
Parties [November 1957] and does not want 
enter the Socialist camp. not Khrushchev himself who 
has thus proved that the Soviet government puts forth 
political conditions when extending credits?” 


Television-Layed Egg" 


THE giddy press events busy world 

that the supreme achievement Soviet science, 
far superior the Sputnik the Sputnik Mickey 
Mouse watch, seemed all but ignored recently. Out- 
side the Soviet Union only Veac Nou (Bucharest), 
the monthly organ the Central Council the 
Romanian-Soviet Friendship Society, blazoned forth 
the good news. its June issue, the journal an- 
nounced that two Soviet scientists had constructed 
three-dimensional television apparatus which tuned 
egg distance and reproduced within it- 
self that very egg, solid and real just dropped 
from happy hen. Three weeks later, the journal 
continued, this television-layed egg hatched out 
splendid with yellow down and little black 
Nou said that “this all happened some 
months ago Moscow laboratory.” 

The Romanian Party paper Scinteia (Bucharest), 
June 26, however, took dim view this remarkable 
scoop. After paraphrasing the Veac Nou article 
continued 

“What the truth? Some editors the Soviet 
popular science review Znanie-Sila joked with their 
readers April The repeated and pointed refer- 
ence the April date the Soviet review’s article, 
and the way which the item was written and illus- 
trated give every reader the key the solution 
the miracle. For the Veac Nou writer such indi- 
cations were meaningless. does not embroil himself 
scientific subtleties. And man concerned with 
informing the people, and his own glory, absorbs 
the whole April joke and without twinkle, with- 
out hinting word about the source his material, 
makes some minor changes the text the Soviet 
review and writes “The Miracle the Cubic Screen,” 
report that more plagiarism than fantasy.” 

Znanie-Sila Soviet children’s magazine. Its 
name means “Knowledge Power.” 
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Chinaman putting Stalin mustache and wig Khrushchev: 
suits you marvelously.” 


(Ljubljana, Yugoslavia), June 27, 1958 


Polemics with Chinese 


Yugoslav resentment that the orthodox Soviet bloc— 
and especially the acknowledge Tito’s 
anti-Western position the Middle-East crisis (see above 
was fulsomely expressed the Zagreb daily, July 
21: 

must admitted that the Chinese ‘internationalists’ 
—after all they have done and are doing against Yugoslavia 
and the Communists—have found themselves 
very odd position. How can they present Yugoslavia’s at- 
titude against the Anglo-American intervention—an attitude 
which the result our consistently peaceful and indepen- 
dent policy—without prompting their readers pose the 
logical question: ‘Well, what about the stories that Yugo- 
slavia has sold itself for dollars; what about the stories 
about the and imperialism, 

The Yugoslavs also showed appreciation for the joint 
communique issued, August Khrushchev and Mao 
Tse-tung after their meeting. According 
(Belgrade), August the document was “full contra- 
dictions” and its references Yugoslavia “proved that the 
narrow interests negative policy are considered more 
important than respect for definite principles, spite 
all the formal support for them.” 


Hungarian Note Nagy, White Book 

The increasing efforts link the Tito regime, not only 
with sympathetic attitude toward the October 1956 Re- 
volt, but also with actual complicity its preparation, were 
continued two Hungarian documents: the belated re- 
sponse July the Yugoslav note protest, June 23, 
(against the execution Nagy and his followers after they 
had been guaranteed safe conduct out the Yugoslav 
Embassy Budapest and the “White Book” 
Counterrevolutionary Conspiracy Imre Nagy and His 
Accomplices,” published the Kadar regime August 


The July note, which was reported 


(Budapest) the following day, contained allegations that 
the Yugoslavs had maintained “conspiratorial” contacts 
with number Hungarian “counterrevolutionaries” for 
many months before the Revolt. was further stated that 
the Embassy permitted Nagy and his associates 
—after they had taken refuge there—to direct “the con- 
tinuation armed resistance, the organization life-para- 
lyzing strikes and the reorganization underground sub- 
version.” Nagy and his group the Embassy were also ac- 
cused “establishing contacts with Radio Free Europe.” 
The note explored what alleged were the details the 
“conspiracy” considerable length. denied the Yugo- 
slav charge that the executed leader had been entitled 
asylum, the grounds that the Embassy had “abused its 
diplomatic privileges assembling and keeping Imre Nagy 
and his associates” order “remove them from the au- 
thority the Hungarian government Further, the 
note asserted that “international law does not recognize the 
granting the right asylum prerogative diplo- 
matic missions.” 

The failure honor the safe-conduct pledge given 
Nagy and his followers was due the fact 
that their “crimes” were not fully known the time and 
“could only become known gradually the criminal in- 
vestigation and judiciary organs.” The note stated that 
Nagy and his group were indicted January 28, 1958, 
tried February with “final hearing before the Supreme 
Court between June and 15.” There was categorical 
denial that the fate Nagy was connected with the cur- 
rent controversy over Yugoslavia, and the above dates—well 
advance the issuance the Communist 
League draft cited evidence. 

Excerpts from the official “White Book” the Nagy 
case were printed August Along with 
many the same allegations which appeared 
the July 


note, were the following significant points: 
Imre Nagy determinedly held out against all pressures 
make full “confession” General Pal Maleter was allegedly 
arrested Hungarian, not Soviet, authorities for his 
breaking, traitorous, armed assault against the State order,” 
and not, the document argued, because wished negoti- 
ate with the Soviet military commander. The publication 
also stated that “no proceedings have been started against 
Gyorgy Lukacs, Mrs. Laszlo Rajk, Zoltan Szanto, Szilard 
Ujhelyi, Zoltan Vas and others, although the activities 
some them caused harm the Hungarian people.” 


The Prisoner 


The Yugoslav-Albanian conflict 
any the area 


probably the bitterest 
was heightened the puzzling case 
Hassan Spata, who was probably shot and killed 
August According the Yugoslav version the affair, 
Spata was prisoner detention camp near Belgrade 
and had been attempting escape; previously, they said, 
had lived for several years West Germany where 
had been many times jailed for civil offenses. According 
the Albanians, Spata was innocent Albanian citizen, 
arrested Yugoslavia Tito regime maneuver ex- 


acerbate bad relations between the two countries. 

Spata appears have arrived Belgrade May 
and have disappeared from his hotel May 29, just one 
day before was scheduled leave plane for Tirana. 
After the Albanians made official request that the Yugo- 
slavs trace his whereabouts, they were informed, June 27, 
that person assumed Spata was custody. The 
Albanians demanded his release their Belgrade Embassy. 
The Yugoslavs assert they asked that the Albanians first 
identify the man—who supposedly denied his identity— 
visit the place detention. This, allegedly, the 
Albanians refused two occassions. Subsequently the 
shooting the man assumed Spata was announced. 
The following day, August was buried. The principal 
polemics the affair were reported the official Yugo- 
slav news agency August and Zeri Popullit 
(Tirana), August 10. 


Silence Yugoslavia Poland 


Elsewhere the anti-Tito campaign was muted. Po- 
land Party boss Gomulka did not mention Yugoslavia 
his major address Lodz, July (see Poland, below) and 
appears that the only Polish notable who attacked the 
Yugoslavs was journalist Jerzy Putrament whose strictures 
were published the Moscow daily, and answered, 
August Borba. The Yugoslav journal accused Put- 
rament denouncing the Tito government order 
“improve soon possible Pravda’s previous opinion 
him.” (Putrament had seemed his writings one 
the the time the Gomulka upheaval 
1956, and had been denounced Pravda that time. 

There were major attacks against the Yugoslavs 
Romania—although minor anti-Tito salvos continued reg- 
ularly the press, they did Bulgaria and Czecho- 
slovakia. July Rude Pravo, the Prague Party jour- 
nal, worked linkage with the 
capitalist market,” how the Tito regime was 


over “Yugoslavia’s close 


Polish Ship Line the Middle East 


RECENTLY ESTABLISHED Polish regular shipping 

line operating the Middle East and connecting the 
ports Braila [Romania], Latakia [Syria] and Alexandria 
[Egypt] developing favorably. Polish ships have carried 
10,000 tons general cargo this route. Most the 
cargoes were shipments from Czechoslovakia intended for 
Syria, Lebanon and Egypt. Two ships—the Lawiec and the 
Oksywie—assigned the new route May, proved too 
small meet the local requirements, larger ship, the 
Opole—3,200 deadweight tons—has been recently assigned 
the line. present fourth ship built the Szczecin 
shipyard, for carrying coal and ore, its way join the 
other three. After unloading cargo sugar Aqaba 
[Jordan] the Opole will sail for Braila. 

“The Polish ocean shipping enterprise which services the 
Braila-Alexandria line reports that endeavors are now be- 
ing made obtain shipments Hungarian and Bulgarian 
cargoes this route.” Radio Warsaw, July 31, 1958. 
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being damaged Western “economic difficulties.” 
July the same newspaper criticized “limited local inter- 
ests” Yugoslavia, which said were “allowed pre- 
dominate the detriment the working people and the 
building Socialism.” This was apparently dig in- 
ternal democratic privileges Yugoslav industries, agri- 
culture and local government. The paper also categori- 
cally denied the possibility being 
truly neutral “third force.” 


Renewed Attacks Polish Intellectuals 


The areawide crescendo denunciation Polish in- 
tellectual life—muted since the Gomulka regime’s belated 
but definite repudiation Yugoslav 
strong indications revival recent articles the Soviet, 
Czechoslovak and Bulgarian press. From Moscow there 
came blistering diatribe against such familiar targets 
philosopher Leszek Kolakowski, Writers’ Union chief An- 
toni Slonimski and Professor Jan Kott. The attack was 
published the August edition the monthly organ 
the Moscow Writers’ Union, Zvezda (and repeated the 
Bratislava daily Pravda, August 2), and was replete with 
charges anti-Marxism and Polish subservience West- 
ern and bourgeois ideas. Perhaps significantly, one the 
chief targets the article was Minister Education 
Wladyslaw Bienkowski, close associate Gomulka. 

Previously, the Czechoslovak Party newspaper Rude 
Pravo (Prague), July 20, had criticized the Polish theater 
the strongest terms for its alleged lack “force and 
originality contemporary dramatic works.” The news- 
paper stated that, while Czechoslovakia “far more stress 
was placed the social function the theater, many Po- 
lish theatrical workers view this problem being remote 
one.” Instead, said Rude Pravo, there has been “an in- 
flux contemporary Western drama.” Plays Tennessee 
Williams and French dramatist Felicien Marceau were dis- 
missed being “questionable value for Polish audiences.” 
The article noted, however, that “recently there has been 
noticeable decline the influx Western plays and 
Polish theater artists are becoming ever more conscious 
the fact that none the Becketts, Anouilhs, Marceaus, 
Williamses, etc. can solve their contemporary problems.” 

The article moved briefly from the theater discuss 
examples Polish painting, which derrogated “sur- 


Bulgarian Art Criticism 

The Bulgarian attack appeared Literaturen Front 
(Sofia) August and was concerned with Sofia ex- 
hibit contemporary Polish painting. “There small 
group adherents ‘non-objective art’ Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary and Romania,” the journal said, “but the great 
bulk such painters are Yugoslavia and Poland.” The 
Polish artists were accused “cosmopolitanism,” and 
following the “principles modernistic painting.” The 
article went say that the paintings showed the “spirit 
Socialist-realism incompletely and that the 
“anti-realist theories extreme individualism are not yet 
liquidated.” 
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The monastery Jasna Gora Czestochowa; this, the center Polish Catholicism, was the scene the invasion State police 
the recent dramatic flare-up tensions between Church and State Poland. 


Photo from Architektura Polska, Warsaw, 1952 


Trouble with Israel 


The pro-Arab foreign policy the Soviet bloc well 
more stringent policy toward Jewish emigration were re- 
flected the actions Poland (Trybuna Ludu [Warsaw], 
July and Romania (Radio Bucharest, July 19), each 
which expelled Israeli diplomat for activities “im- 
proper” foreign emissaries. Subsequently, July 22, 
the Israeli government expelled the Second Secretary the 
Romanian legation Tel Aviv (Scinteia July 
24). 


Fewer Delegations Travel 


Midsummer doldrums 
political scene 


notably absent the world 
affected the usually numerous and mean- 
ingful delegation travel and out the area. Soviet boss 
Khrushchev, who the past few months had personally 
descended upon Party Congresses Bulgaria and East 
Germany, had toured Hungary, and apparently—in the 
light subsequent Polish retreats from relative independ- 
ence—had laid down law Gomulka Minsk, 
went China (see above). Such key—and recently well- 
travelled—-Satellite figures Polish Party chief Gomulka 
and Hungarian puppet leader Kadar stayed home. fact, 
the only officially-noted journeying—in late July and early 
August—by any the better-publicized functionaries were 
“holiday” trips Bulgaria Premiers Siroky Czecho- 
slovakia and Shehu Albania. 


The Poles kept the door least slightly ajar the Tito 
regime sending low-level Party delegation Yugo- 


slavia for one-month According Radio 


Belgrade, August this was done the “invitation” 
the Communist League. 
July Rude Pravo (Prague) printed the resolu- 


tion the World Trade Union Conference Work- 
ing Youth” which had convened with delegates from East 
and West week earlier Prague. The resolution was 
standard diatribe against the 


“incredibly miserable work- 


ing conditions” Western nations, well declaration 


full support for Soviet foreign policy goals. 


POLAND 


Church-State Controversy 


Conflict between the 


itholic Church and the regime 
after the July militia raid 
and the subsequent press attacks 
the Church and Cardinal Wyszynski, Primate Po- 
land. The attack Jasna Gora 
well 


Jasna Gora Monastery 


Poles—was the first 
years. 


religious signif 


icance to 


temporal forces more than 


The press de- 
nunciations religious authority far exceeded anything 
seen Polish newspapers since the decline Stalinism 
and the unprecedented modus vivendi agreed between 
the Cardinal and Polish Communist leader Wladyslaw Go- 
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Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski, Primate Poland, leader the 
Polish Church. 
Tygodnik Powszechny September 1957 


mulka. This agreement provided that the Church would 
either support refrain from opposing regime policy and 
would least tacitly back the regime the 1957 general 
election. return the Church received full freedom for 
religious activity well permission reinstitute reli- 
gious teaching the public schools. 

Until recently the regime had appeared content with the 
agreement, although other 
tuted after Gomulka’s October 1956 ascension power 
have gone the boards. Foremost among the vanished 
privileges freedom the press—never substantial from 
Western point view, but, nevertheless, very great for 
Communist State. The abrogation the great power 
the secret police still seems hold the country, but the 
other great reform the Gomulka take-over, abandon- 
ment forced agricultural collectivization, may also 
menaced the strictures against the Church; for 
overwhelmingly Catholic Poland attack religion 
implies the regime’s readiness defy popular sentiment. 


Facets the Dispute 
There are three main areas which the regime now 


challenging the Church: basic religious doctrine 
allegedly has been applied priests the political scene 


the distribution charitable contributions from abroad 
the right print documents Church publishing facili- 
ties and distribute this reading matter without prior gov- 
ernment censorship. 

The regime campaign against what alleges have been 
the October agreement the Church 
authorities rose new pitch vigor July. circular 
birth control, issued the Bishop’s Curia Poznan, 
was attacked Radio Warsaw, July Four days later, 
Trybuna Literacka, the Sunday supplement the Party 
daily, Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), stated that “purely politi- 
cal views our social-economic system are being ex- 
pounded public sermons.” The article went accuse 
priests speaking against nationalization industry and 
defending ownership.” 

During the same weeks the regime press attacked Church 
authorities for their position the distribution 200 tons 
food and clothing sent from America the National 
Catholic Welfare Council. The Catholic leaders wished 
have complete authority apportioning the gifts, while 
the regime demanded that distribution handled its 
own institutions, with Church participation. Both Church 
and State held their positions, and the material long 


The most revered Catholic relic Poland: the painting Our 
Lady Czestochowa, the Jasna Gora monastery. 
Tygodnik Powszechny (Warsaw), May 1958 


ape. 


Current Developments—Poland 


recent photo 
Polish United Workers’ (Communist) Party. 


Wladyslaw Gomulka, First Secretary the 


East Europe Photo 


remained undistributed. The principal attack the 
Church’s position appeared Zycie Warszawy (Warsaw), 
July which spoke the “special value” the gifts after 
the recent serious floods. Church rebuttal was printed 
the censored Polish press. 


Raid Jasna Gora 

The Jasna Gora Monastery Czestochowa the most 
revered spot Poland, not only the shrine paint- 
ing the Virgin Mary said have been the work St. 
Luke the Evangelist, but also place great historical 
significance. was there, 1655, that the monastery 
withstood siege the soldiers King Gustav Adolf 
Sweden, event which led the subsequent defeat 
the Swedes and notable upsurge the development 
the Polish nation. This year, two pilgrimages were sched- 
uled converge the monastery during August, the first 
honoring the Assumption the Virgin, August 15, the sec- 
ond honoring the Virgin Czestochowa, August 26. Both 
these pilgrimages were joined thousands Polish 
citizens. previous months similar but smaller groups 
professional men and women had come Czestochowa, 
where they were urged Cardinal Wyszynski and other 
Church leaders take more active part uplifting the 
moral and social life the country. Doubtless these 
earlier pilgrimages potentially very important citizens 
also played part bringing down the wrath the 
regime the Church. 

The background the militia raid the monastery 
concerns regime accusations that Church-owned printing 
facilities and duplication machines, while avoiding legal 
government censorship, have been used distribute “anti- 


Socialist” literature. The Jasna Gora episode was one 
number similar forays Church property, resulting 
the seizure other duplicating facilities. The accusa- 
tions have been categorically denied the 
religious authorities, particular those the Jasna Gora 
Vows Institute, the offices which are under the personal 
supervision Cardinal Wyszynski. They stated that their 
printed matter was purely spiritual nature, intended 
for use clergymen and pilgrims, and therefore not subject 
government censorship. Nevertheless the regime con- 
tinued its pressure against the monastery, delivering two 
warnings from the Prosecutor-General’s Office Warsaw. 
The Cardinal answered the first these July 17, pro- 
posing several compromises the censorship agreement. 
The second warning, delivered two days later and marked 
“to opened the addressee only” was not immediately 
answered, because the Cardinal was absent when the letter 
arrived. This failure respond immediately was allegedly 
interpreted “disregard the warning” the authorities 
and later served one the raid. 

the afternoon July 21, the Prosecutor Katowice, 
with force plain-clothes militiamen, entered the Jasna 
Gora Vows Institute and informed those present that 
was going search the premises. When woman em- 
ployee attempted telephone the monastery authori- 
ties, the telephone was wrenched from her hands, the wire 
cut. Books and pamphlets, including work Cardinal 
Wyszynski, were then seized and loaded into sacks, and 
duplicating machines were likewise confiscated. According 
Church authorities, their 
trary law—refused permission present during 
the first part the search. Also their requests for inven- 
tory the seized materials were denied. 

Meanwhile angry pilgrims began demonstrate within 
the cloister and threatened militiamen who were attempting 
confiscate pamphlets sale stand the monastery 
courtyard. Monks appealed the pilgrims remain 
calm. nine P.M. the gates the monastery were closed 
usual, with the militiamen still inside and angry 
crowd pilgrims near the gate. Subsequently, some 200 
Security Police arrived truck, crashed the gates and 
attacked pilgrims and monks with rubber truncheons. 
undisclosed number arrests were made. (The official 
Vatican newspaper, Osservatore Romano, stated, August 
that the raiders were “led Colonel Morawski, the same 
man who arrested Cardinal Wyszynski 1953.” 


Reaction 


The reaction the raid was quick but temperate the 
part the Church hierarchy. Cardinal Wyszynski im- 
mediately dispatched letter protest the Prosecutor- 
General, and the Bishop Czestochowa issued pastoral 
letter which deplored the violation national 
shrine, but appealed the same time the faithful 
remain calm. The following day, July 23, Catholic Par- 
liamentary Deputy Jerzy Zawieyski was received Go- 
mulka, and July the Party chief conferred Church 
affairs with high Party officials, but amelioration 
the situation appears have ensued. 

Press silence the affair was not broken until July 
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when official communique from the Prosecutor’s Office 
accused the monastery “giving the protection holy 
order illegal practices.” (Trybuna Ludu, July 30.) The 
communique alleged that the printed material confiscated 
the raid had been political nature, charge abso- 
lutely denied Catholic circles. commenting the 
case, the same edition Trybuna Ludu averred that the 
regime still the freedom and practice religion,” 
but that “State organs cannot permit religious cult and 
monastery cloisters used smokescreens conceal 
activities aimed undermining the foundations our 
system and policies.” Again, the Catholic authorities 
Poland were unable express their denials “wrong- 
doing” the regime press. Nor could they either affirm 
deny the August announcement the results 
Church-State conference, held July 31: 

“The Secretariat the Polish Episcopate has informed 
State authorities that Church institutions will issued 
directives observe strictly the legal regulations concern- 
ing the publication duplicated material, and that all 
equipment used for duplication will transferred 
locations outside sacred premises, cloisters, monastic en- 
closures, etc.” (Radio Warsaw, August 2.) 


There were variety unofficial reports from Western 
sources concerning the “agreement.” was said that the 
regime had agreed wave censorship printed matter 
which would distributed only the clergy and that 
court action would taken against those who had resisted 
the militia the Gora raid. was also reported 


that the crosses the walls some public schoolrooms 
would removed. 


Attacks Cardinal Continue 


“Agreement” not, the regime showed inclination 
relax its pressure against the against 
the Cardinal also continued, although his only public re- 
sponse was directive the faithful August for 
three months special prayers protest against the 
Jasna Gora raid and against press statements which said 
had disparaged the honor “our Queen, the Lady 
Jasna Gora” the “spiritual capital the nation.” 

Particularly strident attacks the Church were made 
Zycie Warszawy (Warsaw), August and Trybuna 
Ludu, August 12. the latter journal priests were charged 
with working seize nationalized church properties from 
the peasants and investigation the “guilty” was de- 
manded. The Zycie Warszawy article quoted Cardinal 
Wyszynski sermon students Warsaw, during 
which, according the journal, the Cardinal said: “The 
right individual own property integral right 
given God, and nobody can restrict individual 
this right. The property right the natural right every 
man, and every man will therefore always tend possess 
The newspaper had this say about the 
above quotation: “It constituted obvious criticism and 
negation the Socialization property which the 
cornerstone our system. constituted attempt, de- 
layed some years, turn back the wheels history for 
the benefit long-overthrown system.” 


Stalinist Ousted, Politicians 


Despite the general retreat from “liberalization,” two re- 
cent events indicate that the movement toward Stalinization 
not the only current Poland. These events were the 
removal Stanislaw Pawlak, First Secretary the War- 
saw Party organization (Sztandar Mlodych Aug- 
ust and the “annulment” guilty verdicts the cases 
five Stronnictwo Pracy (former Labor Party) leaders 
convicted and jailed for “anti-State crimes” 1948 (Zycie 
Warszawy July 28). 

Pawlak, long identified with the Stalinist Natolin group, 
known have vigorously opposed key Gomulka policies, 
including those pertaining agricultural decollectiviza- 
tion, the Church, and, more recently, the reduction re- 
dundant labor the factories. remains the Party 
Central Committee. Others dropped from the Secretariat 
the Warsaw Party unit were Zdzislaw Engel and Tadeusz 
Bos. Marian Jaworski was assigned Pawlak’s former post. 

Four leaders the former Labor Party Christian 


One the spate anti-Church cartoons recently appearing 
the Polish press. Above, medieval Pole kissing 
hand; below, modern Pole doing likewise. Caption: “How some 
people see the thousand years [of Polish history].” 


Sztandar Mlodych (Warsaw), July 26-27 
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Democratic organization) were conditionally released from 
prison—where they had been serving long-term sentences— 
1956; the fifth, Antoni had died jail. Accord- 
ing the Zycie Warszawy account, “the accusations were 
found baseless.” 


Gomulka Lodz 


Party First Secretary Wladyslaw Gomulka’s major ad- 
dresses the month July were the occasion the 
14th anniversary the establishment the Lublin Com- 
mittee which later became Poland’s Soviet dominated gov- 
ernment. speech Lodz, Radio Warsaw, July 22, Go- 
mulka paid fulsome tribute the cause “Socialism,” 
the Soviet Union, which hailed the but 
not (as the usual cant phrase) the Communist 
power, and Soviet foreign policy. (For his Soviet-line 
characterization the “brutal Anglo-American interven- 
tion” the Middle-East, see Area, above.) notable 
that Gomulka did not mention Yugoslavia. the domes- 
tic front rather uncharacteristically painted the nation’s 
economic situation hues near-Stalinist rosiness: 


“Poland throbbing with the heroic pulse life. 
The capitalist social plague unemployment the towns 
and superfluous men the countryside has been liquidated. 
some branches industry and national economy there 
even shortage manpower.” 


statistics were offered prove the assertion that 
unemployment had been “liquidated”; indeed, recent Po- 
lish comments have stressed the existence “superfluous” 
people the countryside and industry (see box, page 43). 

the eve the celebration Gomulka spoke group 
newly promoted generals Warsaw. this occasion 
emphasized the importance strengthening the armed 
forces, because “we are living time when American 
imperialism attacks the freedom nations and disturbs the 
peace throughout the Warsaw, July 21.) 

Moscow, reception the Polish Embassy, Soviet 
Party boss Khrushchev toasted Gomulka “our closest 
friend.” [Moscow], July 23.) the previous day the 
Soviet Party paper Pravda spoke the “ever-growing 
friendship” between the USSR and Poland, but did not 
fail remind the latter that was able build Socialism 
only because was member the “Socialist Common- 
wealth.” 

Armaments Listed 


The anniversary celebrations Lodz also featured Po- 
land’s largest postwar military parade. July Trybuna 
Ludu (Warsaw) stated that among various weapons and 
equipment revealed the units passing review were 
LIM-2 and LIM-5 fighter planes Polish construction, 
Soviet IL-28 bombers and helicopters, T-34 and T-54 tanks, 
new amphibious tank never before seen Poland,” 
modernized Soviet rocket artillery and artillery regiment 
equipped with recoilless guns. Commando units were also 
very prominently display. 


Compulsory Deliveries Maintained 


There will reduction compulsory delivery 
quotas for this fall’s harvest, according government 
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decision announced July 26. 


had been widely ex- 
pected that the Gomulka regime would continue its policy 
abolishing reducing delivery quotas promised 
January 1957 (they were reduced substantially July 
that year). According Radio Warsaw, July 26, present 


Agriculture and the Employment Problem 


SLOWDOWN Polish industrial growth since 1955, 

coupled with the present campaign rid the factories 
surplus workers, revive old specter among 
the Polish peasantry. The problem, that underemploy- 
ment the countryside, had supposedly been eliminated 
during the years town-building 
under the Communists. The swelling cities drew manpower 
from the rural areas, and the influx apparently assumed 
such proportions that some authorities even suggested that 
the flow ought reversed. 


sharply different point view was expressed 
writer the May 1958 issue Wies (War- 
saw), publication the United Peasant Party. The 
writer contended that the Polish villages still have far more 
people than are able find full-time employment agri- 
culture, and that the burgeoning population threatens 
swamp the countryside with unemployed youth few 
years. cited demographic statistics showing that the 
number people living villages declined only 213,000 
from 1949 1955, despite the fact that nearly two million 
people had moved from villages towns. Moreover, much 
the exodus was only paper, and the real village popu- 
lation was larger than shown the official statistics. Bound- 
ary changes, incorporating villages into towns, had ac- 
counted for percent the apparent flow: only 786,600 
people actually left the countryside during those years, 
whereas 1,187,300 became inhabitants towns and cities 
without stirring limb. The real emigration amounted 
less than half the natural increase population (1,760,- 
900). Moreover, the younger age groups between and 
there had been net increase numbers even without 
allowing for the statistical fallacy. 

The author commented that “it both amazing and in- 
conceivable that the past two years political activists 
and the press should have sounded alarm against de- 
populating the countryside. Unfortunately, the campaign 
reverse the flow population from the countryside has 
lack supporters.” Pointing the high proportion 
the population engaged agriculture compared with the 
Western countries, estimated that 1955 Poland had 
excess 2.3 million workers the countryside well 
another million small farmers who worked less than 
150 days year. During the last two years the situation had 
grown worse, and could expected deteriorate still 
more coming years. Unless measures were taken during 
the next Five Year Plan (1961-1965) direct least 
1,180,000 young men away from agriculture toward other 
employment, 1965 Poland would have 3.5 million un- 
employed workers the countryside. 


| 
| 
= 
in 
1e 
hie 


Current Developments—Poland, Hungary 


The Fair 


WRITERS and publications are increasingly under 

warning that any criticism, matter how veiled 
indirect, any aspect life the Soviet Union will not 
permitted. The Warsaw weekly Polityka, July 26, 1958 
(which generally accounted organ the Gomulka 
faction) solved this journalistic problem 
faced quotation Soviet critic’s complaints about the 
treatment meted out women Soviet literature. That 
Polityka should seize such criticism particularly 
significant, the theme Woman Tractor Driver has 
come represent the most ridiculous excesses Commu- 
nist writing. Polityka said: 


“The Soviet press has recently devoted considerable 
space the issue social customs and manners. Today 
would like acquaint our readers with the article 
Niemtzov published Literaturnaya Gazieta under the 
title Few Words our Women.’ The writer criticizes 
those literary works which the authors ‘try prove that 
girl capable undertaking any work, that she can 
even exceed work done men.’ Niemtzov accuses some 
short story authors treating ‘an absurd way’ the issue 
the appearance girls who carry out ‘man’s’ work. ‘In 
plants, places where new buildings are being constructed 

one can still see women cotton-padded clothes, not 
tailored measure, wearing boots too big for them.’ 
Niemtzov underlines the fact that many women have de- 
cided accept heavy work not for the sake its ‘roman- 
tic’ character, but because they need better pay. Niemtzov 
takes exception the short story ‘Gold’, published the 
magazine Yunost (Youth); the author that short story, 
Kabo, enthusiastic about girls who, under the impact 
patriotic slogans and the ‘romance’ heavy work, de- 
cided the Kolyma region. ‘Indeed,’ says Niemtzov, 
‘this patriotic attitude. But ought remembered 
that those girls work underground, thus infringing the 
Soviet laws regarding this issue. would like ask the 
editors Yunost: “Why you ring the bells and tell the 
world large that this was achievement, that the place 
former deportees has been taken our “soft, fair” 


girls? 


And why this glamorizing women working 


mines?’ 


“Concluding, Niemtzov says: not afraid being 
accused “sentimentality.” the contrary, think that 
schools should teach our girls cry over poetry. This may 
sound paradoxical, yet there are dormant seeds beauty 
every human being, seeds that could developed. 


grain stocks not permit any additional reduction 
quotas this year. “Because the non-fulfillment the 
grain purchase plan last year’s harvest, and especially 
because percent fall free market supplies 
rye, there were already the first six months this year 
some difficulties supplying the country with certain 
kinds rye bread.” 


However, the prices paid for compulsory deliveries 
grain and potatoes will substantially higher this fall. 
The decision raised the price rye from 120 zloty per 
quintal 150 zloty, and the price potatoes from zoty 
per quintal zloty. 


Peasants Dunned for Taxes 


Reports from Poland state that the government also 
carrying intensive campaign collect money from 
peasants who failed fulfill their delivery quotas the 
past, well from those who are laggard paying back 
loans obtained from the State. The total sum owed 
taxes and loans said run into billions zloty. 


ZMS Units Reintroduced Army 


July Minister Defense Marian Spychalski an- 
nounced that the Socialist Youth Union (ZMS) had been 
granted permission establish youth circles the Army 
(Radio Warsaw, July 30). Such circles organized the 
predecessor ZMP, were feature the Stalinist 
military establishment, but were dissolved early 1957 
one the “liberalization” moves the Gomulka govern- 
ment. words reminiscent the days when the regime- 
run youth organization was quasi-compulsory, the broad- 
cast stated that the work the new units would “broaden 
the political and cultural horizons the soldiers.” The 
same broadcast announced that the regime-controlled Uni- 
ted Peasant Party would also permitted form Army 
youth circles. 


Educational Incentives Down 


Noting that the percentage “worker and peasant 
youth” institutions higher education has decreased 
from 59.3 1953 44.6 1958, Polityka (Warsaw), 
July commented the lessened incentives toward study. 
“Workers who are graduates higher educational institu- 
tions,” stated the weekly, “earn the average more 
than those having education.” Therefore, said, many 
young people work immediately rather than seek more 
education. 

The same article told new form scholarship re- 
cently introduced. These are granted students directly 
from the industrial enterprises which intend employ 
them. According the newspaper, this assures those chosen 
not only financial aid but also permanent jobs after 
their studies are completed. 


HUNGARY 


New Censure for Populist Writers 


Regime attacks the Populist writers reached new 
climax with the publication the official Party position 
the July issue Szemle, followed 
extensive full quotations such other Budapest 
journals Nepszabadsag, Nepszava, Kortars and Magyar 
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the members the local national council, tak- 
ing part discussion town transport, began his 


speech with quotation from Plato, referring the 
Greek philosopher ‘Comrade When his 
attention was drawn the fact that Plato was non- 
Party man, the speaker dropped the title ‘Com- 
replacing with ‘Citizen (Zycie 
Warszawy [Warsaw], July 1958.) 


Nemzet, well the provincial press. full dis- 
cussion the campaign against the Populist movement will 
appear forthcoming issue this magazine.) The 
original document, appeared Tarsadalmi Szemle, 
was later commonly referred Party resolution and 
thus, apparently, has been elevated the status official 
dogma. The main charges against the Populists were: 

The movement nationalistic and racist. 

aids the and the “bourgeoisie” 
proclaiming policy. 

obsolete and romantic, and its past service the 
“progressive cause” excuse for its present detrimental 
works. 

The Populist writers, also known the Village Explorers, 
first gained prominence the country shortly after World 
War Their forte, then now, was the exposure the 
hardships life the countryside, and their influence 
the country and especially the youth, has been very great. 
During World War II, the great majority the Populist 
writers were anti-Nazi, and present they are, with only 
few exceptions, anti-Soviet. Their influence over the 
youth was factor leading the October 1956 Revolt. Since 
that time the best known Populist writers, such Peter 
Veres and Pal Szabo, have kept their silence protest 
against the regime have produced work which has drawn 
official censure. (Harsh criticism Gyula and Laszlo 
Nemeth was voiced the July issue Nepszava 
conjunction with lengthy article the resolution; 
July the same journal condemned Aron Tamasi, one 
the best-selling the Populist authors. 

The reasons for the growing pressure against the Popu- 
lists are undoubtedly based part, least, the anti- 
Tito campaign which has already featured the execution 
Revolt Premier Imre Nagy; the Populists were sympathetic 
both leaders. also possible that the 
regime hopes discredit the movement prelude 
reimposition agricultural collectivization, which op- 
posed the Populists. general, however, the campaign 
manifestation the principle that Communist State 
willingly tolerates influential non-Communist movement 
within its borders. 


Anti-Semitism Charged 


Among the accusations which the regime press has made 
against the Populist writers “racism.” This has been par- 


ticularized lately, especially the provincial press, anti- 
Semitism. Thus the Szeged daily Delmagyarorszag July 
wrote: “Some the Populist writers have participated 
anti-Semitic incitements, even though some them have 
also distinguished themselves the fight against Fascism.” 
The journal adds that “the enemies Socialism would like 
fan the fires this anti-Semitism.” Vas Nepe, the 
Szombathely daily, discussed the same subject July and 
attempted equate anti-Semitism with the other ideas— 
many them implanted the Populists—which were 
spreading about the country prior the 


Attacks Revisionism Continue 


the unflagging campaign against revisionism, Minister 
State Gyorgy Marosan’s July Nepszabadsag (Buda- 
pest) article was typical reflecting not only the standard 
denunciations and forces, 
but also the diminishing strictures against the Stalinist era. 
Until the outbreak the current propaganda war Tito, 
dogmatism was normally listed internal political 
danger ranking second only revisionism; the Marosan 
article, however, there was mention dogmatism. De- 
nunciations Imre Nagy and the were 
couched the familiar terms, and the revisionists were 
described “camouflaged auxiliaries the imperialists.” 

July Nepszabadsag featured another article 
the revisionist problem the regime’s most prominent 
theoretician, Politburo member Gyula Kallai. Among the 
familiar charges against the “arch-revisionist” Imre Nagy 
was denunciation the executed Premier’s opposition 
forced agricultural collectivization. “Anyone who the 


Life the Provinces 


WARSAW WEEKLY Polityka, July 26, carried 

the following protest woman doctor who had 
been giving vaccinations the Ostroleka District 
after the recent floods: 

“Oh, those sanitary conditions! Wells next ma- 
nure heaps—and people behind the barn when 
nature calls. But then, what can you expect when, 
after the cattle are herded through the district capi- 
tal, the square not cleaned for number days. 
The poorer the village, the more children there are. 
The more children, the more rickets. wonder, 
when the children see little fruit, never get vegetables. 

Yesterday had liver case near Kadzidlo. 


had dispensary with the patient, but 


got nothing—no aspirin, pyramidon, luminal, 
not mention sulphaguanidine. But speaking 
Kadzidlo, the vaccination went off perfectly there. 
The priest announced from his pulpit. the 
same one who instigated the erection monument 
local inhabitants who fell battles for independ- 
ence, who organizing out-patients’ ward for 
children; all needs now willing doctor.” 
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conditions Socialist construction,” Kallai said, “opposes 
the collectivization movement must inevitably end de- 
manding the restoration capitalist semi-feudal sys- 
tem the most reactionary kind.” Since the Revolt, when 
percent collectives dissolved, the regime has not 
sought reimpose forced possible that 
Kallai’s words foreshadow such drive. 


Complaints against Theater 


The Hungarian Theater, particularly notable for the 
dearth Soviet and drama since just be- 
fore the 1956 Revolt, has recently come under heavy attack 
from the regime press. Chief among the criticisms are the 
large number Western plays presented Budapest and 
throughout the country, the plethora operettas and 
musicals, and the stress non-Communist Hungarian con- 
temporary and classical works. According the Csongrad 
County newspaper Csongradmegyei Hirlap, July 11, “bour- 
beois dominate the provincial theater. 
combat this trend the paper offers this advice: “In the cult- 
tural field, elsewhere, persuasion the best method. 
However, this does not mean that, last resort, should 
not employ administrative measures.” The latter phrase is, 
course, Communist jargon for force. 

article expressing similar misgivings about the 
state the theater, the literary publication Elet Irodalam 
(Budapest) expounds the necessity strengthening “So- 
cialist realism” dramatic works. According the journal, 
aggressiveness should the keynote: “Socialist dramatic 
art must not only defended, but also attacked, 
harden the fire and make grow out stagnation.” 


Pressure Austria 


Austria has recently been the object pressure from 
both its Satellite neighbors. While the Czechoslovak man- 
euvering was tactful and official (see Czechoslovakia, be- 
low), the Hungarian tactics have been denunciatory and 
even vaguely threatening series press and radio re- 
leases. Representative these was Magyar Nemzet 
(Budapest) article July which said part: 

“Since the outbreak the counterrevolutionary attempt 

the 1956 the Austrian attitude has done little 

improve traditional Austro-Hungarian friendship. During 

the counterrevolution, the Austrian authorities tolerated, 
fact abetted, the shipment arms counterrevolution- 
ary groups and permitted deluge enemy propaganda 
enter Hungary. The Austrian press still prominently prints 


slanderous anti-Hungarian material and some papers 
openly advocate the most extreme policies the NATO 
powers. this attitude Austria has violated com- 


pulsory rules neutrality and has done harm her own 
national interests. Cold reason must tell Austria that she 
must avoid any sort cold war and must prove her strict 
neutrality.” 


Family Allotments 


Government allotments heads families will con- 
tinue approximately before, according Magyar Koz- 
lony (Budapest), July and Magyar Nemzet, July with 
one cruel exception, quoted the latter source: “Family 
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allowances shall withheld while the wage-earner 
custody, under arrest, serving time jail this time 
longer than one month.” 

Otherwise allowances are paid for families with two 
more children for each child under the age 16. The 
allowances continue after the age the male fe- 
male offspring attends secondary school (to the age 19) 
industrial vocational school (to the age 18). Money 
also paid families with mentally retarded physically 


handicapped children and single women who support 
child. 


Plan Move Industry 


More than half Hungarian industry centered 
Budapest, along with percent the population. Ac- 
cording Magyar Nemzet, July 12, the regime has pre- 
pared long-range plan move large part this indus- 
trial complex into the provinces. The move will syn- 
chronized with the current Three Year Plan (1958-1960) 
and with the two succeeding Five Year Plans. The news- 
paper gave reasons the city’s over-population, crowded 
transportation, housing and school shortages and inade- 
quate public utilities. 

The total number plants affected will 402. 
these, will moved completely; will demolished 
and replaced new plants elsewhere; and 237 will re- 
tained with part their operations decentralized. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Letters West Germany, Austria 


Premier Viliam Siroky addressed two letters recently 
non-Communist leaders the neighboring States Aus- 
tria and West Germany. Both communications asked for 
better national relations, and both plumped for Soviet 
foreign policy maneuvers. 

The earlier the two letters was addressed Austrian 
Chancellor Raab and delivered Vienna June 21, 
but not published until July (Rude Pravo [Prague]). The 
letter sought enlist Raab the Soviet bloc’s propa- 
ganda campaign against West German nuclear rearmament 
and invited the Chancellor visit Czechoslovakia. his 
response, published Rude Pravo, July 11, the Austrian 
leader spoke his country’s neutrality and stated that 
West German military policy was part larger problem, 
the discussion which would more “appropriate for 
United Nations setting.” pleaded “overcrowded 
working program” reason for not accepting the invi- 
tation for face-to-face meeting with the Czechoslovak 
Premier. 

Siroky’s letter West German Chancellor Adenauer 
(Rude Pravo, July 16) urged diplomatic recognition even 
criticized “the dangerous course which the govern- 
ment the German Federal Republic following.” The 
letter went state that “equipping the West German 
Army with atomic weapons threatens peace and bodes 
good for the German people themselves.” 
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Tatyana Samoylova, Soviet actress, star the Soviet film “When 
the Cranes Fly,” which won first prize the Cannes Film Fes- 
tival this year. 

Picture from front cover Orszag Vilag (Budapest), June 18, 1958 


Wage System Overhauled 


The wages 1.8 million workers will affected 
“reform” production norms between now and 1960, 
according press announcements July. The object 
the reform, under discussion since 1956, said 
eliminate inequities the present wage structure and 
bring the production norms into line with the current 
technical level Czechoslovak industry. The norms now 
prevailing are considered “soft” that they have 
little incentive effect and the workers customarily overfill 
them. commentator Radio Prague, July 22, said 
that the basic wage rate now accounts for only half the 
average earnings, the other half consisting pre- 
mium payments for overfulfilling the norms. Moreover, 
added, worker one industry sometimes gets con- 
siderably more than paid for identical work another 
industry. 


“Tt has been generally known that workers’ wages con- 
nection with the norms for their work were not harmony 
with the level production. many cases necessary 
differentiations between qualifications individual work- 
ers and between the difficulty and social importance 
various types work became almost obliterated. some 
places the norms were easily fulfilled, and elsewhere with 
difficulty. Cases where norms were exceeded 200 percent 
were not exceptional. such circumstances the workers’ 
wage system has become rather brake labor produc- 
tivity, and lessened the interest the working people 


bettering themselves. new system badly needed.” 


the future the basic wage expected comprise 
about percent the average worker’s earnings, and the 
premium element only per cent. The planned changes 
will tried out first, beginning October, about 100 
enterprises various industries, and applied the rest 
the economy the end 1960, when Czechoslovakia 
will enter its Third Five Year Plan. 


Pensions Withheld 


Another retrogression into the Stalinist era was indi- 
cated the National Assembly’s passage two bills re- 
ducing eliminating pension payments persons sen- 
tenced the courts, persons who were “important rep- 
resentatives the former economic and political order,” 
well the surviving families such persons (Rude 
Pravo July 4). The bills are aimed former 
Cabinet members, factory and estate owners, judges, Army 
officers and others, according Deputy Frantisek Benes 
who was the principal spokesman for the legislation. Simi- 
lar measures were inaugurated April 1953 and later 
abrogated the Assembly November 1956, after the 
Hungarian Revolt brought about concessions the spirit 
“liberalization.” 


Literary Ferment 


The Czechoslovak press—so quick attack the Polish 
intellectuals (see Area, above)—nevertheless revealed evi- 
dence continuing internal ferment. The June edition 
(Prague), the organ the Writers’ Union, de- 
voted article praising the literary group which had 
formed around the publication for its “drive” and its ability 
“walk forward without fear the present.” The article 
also made the following statements: 


“The call for ferment and the clash opinions may 
heard often enough, but soon the ferment comes, there 
fears confusion and therefore calls for centralization, for 
limiting multiplicity, other words for restriction, 
must answer: the more confusion the sphere art today, 
the more chance for true artistic values tomorrow. richer 
life will result. Naturally, however, approve this 
plicity does not mean should organized. quite 
sufficient that not resisted.” 


Justice Minister Stalinist Outburst 


The courts law were called upon make “better use 
their functions suppression and education” Minis- 
ter Justice Vaclav Skoda (Rude Pravo [Prague], July 
24). His tone and content harkening back the most 
repressive Stalinist period, Skoda stated that “the work 
Socialist court cannot limited deciding” the merits 
particular cases, but must geared “strengthening 
the Socialist consciousness the citizens.” went 
say that the courts, along with the “organs public 
prosecution, the Army and the Security forces, are respon- 
sible for the liquidation hostile elements.” 

Skoda also warned against slackening class vigi- 
lance the villages.” stated that “former exploiters, 


aa 
Current Developments—Czechoslovakia 
f Le Ab 
q i 
> 


Current Developments—Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria 


members the bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie make 
percent all sentenced persons,” but the same time 
cautioned against “leniency” and “liberalism” which might 
permit the “former members the exploiting 
recoup their losses through court action. 

The Minister Justice condemned “some legal litera- 
ture which supports wrong opinions,” singling out 
example the “Commentary our Code Civil Court 
Procedure published 1957”: 

“This work takes the view that correct observance 
law does not require class analysis the case under 
judgement, for ‘the law itself class law.’ Such ex- 
planation, fact, rules out the class attitude the applica- 
tion laws the civil law sector and puts the working 
class disadvantage, while benefitting the 
Therefore, such views must branded publicly revision- 
ist.” 

Skoda also called for hardening the labor laws, 
whose present “obsolete regulations have the effect 
brakes.” elaborated this point further. 

The only semblance mildness the Justice Minister’s 
words appeared his strictures against judges who apply 
harsh sentences workers. “Particularly harmful and 
wrong are the views leading stronger sentences the 
delinquent taking important part the building 
Socialism,” said. Suspended sentences were advocated 
the Minister the case “first offenses committed 
workers and other working people.” 


Congressional Action Protested 


note the American Ambassador Prague (Radio 
Prague, July 22), the regime protested recent Congres- 
sional bill setting fund reimburse citizens whose 
Czechoslovak property has been seized the Communist 
authorities. The fund will draw from proceeds the 1954 
auction undelivered steel mill, which the pre-coup 
Czechoslovak government had purchased America 
1948. 


Technical-Economic Councils 

part the reorganization Czechoslovak industry, 
the regime has announced that will establish “tech- 
nical-economic council” each new combined enterprise 
advisory body the director. (The reorganization 
involves the merging existing industrial enterprises into 
larger “production units” “associations” under the gen- 
eral direction the central Ministries but with some 
the management functions assigned the new organiza- 
tions—see East Europe, April 1958, 49.) Announce- 
ment the new advisory councils was made Party 
First Secretary Novotny the Eleventh Party Congress 
June: “Their activity will oriented towards the 
basic problems the development the enterprises, the 
evaluation investment projects, preparation long-term 
production norms, (Rude Pravo [Prague], June 19.) 
Another purpose, according the newspaper Prace 
(Prague), July 23, will “ensure that the individual 
enterprises and plants have influence the direction 
the entire enterprise which they have been amal- 
that the economic production unit will de- 


velop entity responsible for supplying the national 
economy with certain assortment goods.” 

The technical-economic councils will replace the exist- 
ing technical councils the enterprise. They will include 
“engineers and technicians, economists, organizers, work- 
ers-improvers, innovators, officials the Party and the 
trade unions and youth organizations, and some cases 
also representatives research institutes, Ministries, col- 
leges and similar institutions.” The councils will have from 
members, with the director chairman. 


BULGARIA 


Bulgarian-Yugoslav Border Opened Briefly 

spite the exceedingly bad relations between the 
two regimes, the traditional meetings friends and rela- 
tives separated the Bulgarian-Yugoslav frontier have 
continued take place throughout the summer. these 
occasions, which were suspended the Communist gov- 
ernments after the first anti-Tito campaign, then allowed 
again 1955, the borders are opened various localities 
and the people the two countries come together for 


the center small Czechoslovak town, the red star and 


hammer and sickle have been affixed the base 
statue. 


East Europe Photo 


: 
a 


fairs and festivities. August Radio Belgrade reported 
that five such meetings had already taken place and that 
another nine would held before the end Summer. 
July Radio said that the previous day 45,000 
persons had taken part the meetings. 

The press and radio both countries have, with only 
few exceptions, reported the border openings objectively 
and without attempts propagandizing. The July 
edition the Macedonian Party newspaper, 
Nova Makedonija (Skoplje), however, pointed out that 
the Yugoslavs had more and better merchandise display 
the fairs than the Bulgarians. The same paper said that 
Tito’s June speech Labin—denouncing attacks 
him, especially those the Chinese—was distributed among 
the crowds some the meetings. 


Protests Against Simeon 


Dethroned King Simeon, almost never mentioned the 
press, received marked attention following his recent jour- 
ney Greece take part the coming-of-age ceremonies 
the Greek successor the throne. July Radio 
Sofia reported that the regime had officially protested 
the Greek government the invitation the 
exiled monarch. Previously, Minister Interior Georgi 
Tzhankov had told the Bulgarian Seventh Party Congress 
that Simeon was being “subsidized, encouraged and direc- 
ted American and other capitalist intelligence services.” 
(Rabotnichesko Delo June 6.) Satiric verses against 
Simeon and caricature also appeared the daily news- 


paper Narodna Mladej (Sofia), July 


ROMANIA 


Soviet Troops Allegedly Leave 

All Soviet troops have left Romania, according Radio 
Bucharest, July 26. the previous day the same source 
announced long list decorations presented the 
regime Soviet military leaders. The radio also reported 
speech Party chief Gheorghiu-Dej, July 26, which 


Romanian popular orchestras are currently under investigation charges playing unduly Western, particularly American, music. 
Left: “While the investigation commission present.” Right: “After the investigation commission gone. 
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sought contrast the Soviet Union’s departure from Ro- 
mania, with Anglo-American actions the Middle-East. 

The Soviet withdrawal line with similar troop cuts 
East Germany and Hungary and undoubtedly reflects the 
increasing reliance advanced weapons, rather than 
manpower. Soviet military units remain the country 
the guise “specialist well under the 
terms the Warsaw Pact. Also, the fact that Soviet 
air force naval officers were decorated the Romanian 
regime seems imply that these remain. 


Death Sentence for Theft 

The areawide trend toward increasing severity dealing 
with “economic was dramatized Romania 
recently. Extremely harsh sentences were dealt group 
the Ploesti district who broke into the safe construc- 
tion enterprise and “stole part the salaries the 
workers.” (Rominia Libera July 23.) One 
man was executed, another jailed for twenty years, another 
for five. The executed man’s wife was also sentenced 
five years prison for “complicity” the alleged theft, 
and the night watchman the construction enterprise 
was jailed for four years for “neglect duty.” 

Although death sentences have been handed down for 
“theft,” “fraud,” etc., elsewhere the area, principally 
Bulgaria, this the first published instance such 
action Romania. follows accelerating press cam- 
paign which, the previous weeks, featured sharp attacks 
the courts for “leniency” dealing with economic mis- 
deeds. July 11, Rominia Libera accused the judges 
“indulgence” and “liberal attitude damaging the 
interests the State and the working class.” July 
the same journal attacked “lax” and “dishonest” lawyers, 
well “some judges who have manifested unforgivable 
tolerance toward those rob the State important 
material means.” 

Despite the probability that the stringent sentences were 
passed deterrent examples, Rominia Libera did not 
print the item its front page, and the Party organ, 
Scinteia (Bucharest), did not mention all. 
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Texts and Documents 


SECRET ATTACK POLISH PRESS FREEDOM 


Sometime May, meeting the Press Commission the Polish Party’s 
Central Committee was convened hear address Andrzej Werblan, Chief 
the Propaganda and Agitation Section, dealing with the Warsaw monthly 
Nowa Kultura, its editors and writers, and extension all Polish writers who 
have, since October 1956, made Polish journalism far the freest and most 
exciting the Communist world. Werblan served notice that this freedom 
now sharply curtailed, that writers and editors, particularly Party members, are 
held strictly accountable for following the increasingly restrictive Party 
line with care and exactitude, that criticism the past and present only 
permitted “helpful,” ignores what the Party wants ignored. All 
this was the most detailed and far-reaching instruction the retreat from fer- 
ment that has been heard Poland. The speech was not meant for general pub- 
lication and has not appeared the Polish press. Below the major portion 
the first part the speech, which Werblan censures such leading figures 
Leszek Kolakowski, author “Responsibility and and Marek Hlasko, 
leading young Polish short story writer, and gives specific instances Nowa 
Kultura’s violations Party curbs. the second part his speech, Werblan 
gave carefully argued, theoretical justification for his position that the Party 
should and must control writers under the urgencies political necessity. Nowa 
Kultura has had two recent changes its editor-in-chief: Wiktor Woroszylski 
was removed January, his successor Jerzy Piorkowski replaced May. 


ORDER properly evaluate the po- 
litical line the weekly Nowa Kul- 
tura and the social function that pa- 
per, one first ought take into considera- 
tion the following facts: 


Nowa Kultura social and liter- 
ary paper. 


Nowa Kultura, according 
editorial staff and literary circles, 
writers and critics who are Com- 
munists and members our Party. 


Therefore, have every right for- 
mulate the following questions: “What 
was and the attitude the editorial 
staff Nowa Kultura towards the 
ideology, views and political activity 
our Party?” “Has has not de- 
fended and ideological views 
the Party?” “Is it, therefore, rightly 
wrongly regarded Communist 

Nowa Kultura, especially before Octo- 
ber last year, covered wide variety 
questions, ranging from considerations 
social theory through quite universal se- 
lections social and political subjects, 
questions cultural policy and 
esthetics. Each these questions with 
the possible exception esthetics has 
been constant interest the Central 
Committee. Therefore, may confront 
Nowa line with the position 


the Party. have one more introduc- 
tory remark. account the nature 
the editorial staff Nowa Kultura 
the Party has the right, even the duty, 
evaluate their errors more severely than 
the case paper edited non- 
Party writers. have every reason 
expect more from newspaper edited 
members the Party. The special duty 
that paper was defend Party policy 
and defend its Marxist ideology. The 
proclamation anti-Marxist views 
different matter in, for example, Catho- 
lic paper than paper edited 
Party members. 

will concentrate Nowa Kultura’s 
faults and its false views. think this 
absolutely necessary because anti-Party 
views have occupied much space Nowa 
Kultura. Prior the 10th Plenary Ses- 
sion October 1957] they defined the 
character that paper. will this be- 
cause the aim the discussion Nowa 
Kultura decide what changes must 
take place the paper’s attitude. 


Kolakowski 


Nowa Kultura devoted great deal 
space, especially the first half 1957, 
discussions social theory. Perhaps 
the word “discussions” does not give 
clear picture the subject. Nowa Kul- 
tura’s publications that subject have 
been very one-sided. They have debated 


with the Party rather than exchanged au- 
thors’ views. The most representative and 
most basic social theories Nowa Kul- 
tura were represented the articles 
Kolakowski. All the views expressed 
those articles are basically contradic- 
tory the position and ideology our 
Party. They were revisionist views. The 
publication Kolakowski’s articles 
have been very harmful politically. They 
have spread confusion among the intel- 
ligentsia and have mobilized the young 
intelligentsia against the Party 
ideology. Some Kolakowski’s theses 
have been discussed the Plenary Ses- 
sion the detailed polemics 
with the whole Kolakowski’s position 
beyond the possibilities this paper, 
will only draw your attention two 
theses his articles published Nowa 


(1) The thesis about two Marxisms: 
One Marxism practiced the Party 
for the use State Authority. 
institutional, ossified and dogmatic 
any Church doctrine. The other Marx- 
ism, which creative and scientific, has 
been developed the “independent” 
and “left-wing” intellectuals. According 
barely distinguishable from other contem- 
porary sociological trends. more 
phenomenon the past than the 
present. this way Kolakowski ques- 
tions the intellectual value the scien- 
tific basis the Party’s program and 
places another seemingly more 
and more scientific thought, the so-called 
“Communist left-wing,” opposition 
the ideology the Party. The extreme, 
venomous tone these articles makes 
really impossible consider them ex- 
pression concern for the development 
Party thought. The tone these arti- 
cles rather that ridicule our 
Party’s ideology. 

(2) The articles Kolakowski 
have essentially postulated the abandon- 
ment ideological struggle against the 
adversaries Marxism. What other con- 
clusions are drawn from the thesis 
that, “Speaking any Marxist camp 
which clearly contrast with the rest 
the world and putting forward 
slogan defend the purity Marxist 
doctrine,” does not make any sense far 
intellectual Marxism goes. only 
useful from the point view Marxism 
taken political religious phe- 
nomenon, but not from the point view 
scientific Marxism. 

will omit many other, deeply wrong 
and politically harmful theses Kola- 
kowski. 

will limit myself his theory 
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“institutional Marxism,” because 
opinion the spreading this theory 
among some the Party’s intelligentsia 
threat the Party. The application 
his theory has contributed the capit- 
ulation many comrades bourgeois 
ideology, has led them astray the 
wrong roads revisionism and has re- 
sulted serious paralysis the Marx- 
ist ideological front Poland. Placing 
the ideology the Communist Party 
opposition social science and proclaim- 
ing that the CP’s ideology excludes sci- 
ence very wrong. 

Kolakowski and his followers have 
performed operation. 
Taking certain given facts, i.e., the spe- 
cific truth about certain dogmatization 
Marxism, resulting from phenomena 
connected with the cult the individual, 
they came the conclusion that Marx- 
ism has been transformed into dogma. 
They have made the truth about dog- 
matism into caricature enlarging 
absurd dimensions. 

Their fight against dogmatism 
nothing with the fight our Party. 
For them anti-dogmatism has become 
anti-Marxism and revisionism. Lenin of- 
ten used say that philosophy was 
very easy exceed the limits separating 
truth from absurdity taking one step 
beyond the truth, apparently the same 
direction, but actually beyond 
limits. This has happened some our 
They have transformed 
the truth about dogmatism into ab- 
surdity and, that into real anti- 

Basing itself Marxism-Leninism, our 
Party establishes ways solving the most 
urgent needs and tasks the nation: 
The organization industry, the solution 
the housing problem, the development 
agriculture, the principles workers’ 
self-government, and on. With what 
theory can the practitioners “pure 
science,” believers 
Marxism” confront the Party? 


Stalinism" 


one studies their writings, one can 
see that they have theory other than 
sterile and obsessive criticism and attacks 
Stalinism. the most, they confront 
with several old and hackneyed Social 
Democratic arguments about the role 
parliamentarism, anarchistic musings 
about the demoralizing effects political 
power. You can’t bake bread for work- 
ing people out this flour, create 
jobs for the growing generation. The cul- 
tural and creative function such short- 
sighted sociology also very dubious. 
Only the enemies Socialism, those who 


sing the tune the end and submit their 
bourgeois program people fed such 
short-sighted theories, can bake bread 
from it. 

The five Kolakowski articles were the 
main but not the only 
paganda the pages Nowa Kultura 
1957. lesser greater degree all 
the theoretical writings that periodical 
were revisionist. shall also mention 
several small theses Comrade Strze- 
lecki, which were censored (particularly 
about so-called Essentialism) Prof. 
Ossowski’s thesis which argued the 
non-topicality the Marxist concept 
social classes. 

Revisionist theories have also power- 
fully influenced the social-political writ- 
ings Nowa Kultura. Prof. Ossowski, 
his musings the classes, commented 
that the “approval the existing order 
always becomes its apologia.” One may 
say that Nowa Kultura tried hard 
heed this warning. From fear apologia 
systematically passed positions 
destructive criticism and open disapproval 
the “existing order.” 

Almost throughout the whole 1957, 
two dominant tendencies the weekly 
defined its tone and atmosphere: 


drastic, unjust, simply obsessive 
criticism the past period ac- 
tivity our Party and State. 


Dissatisfaction and doubts 


the speed, scope and character 
the political changes being im- 
plemented our Party. 


Where the first tendency is concerned, 
one might mention number positions 
entirely devoted this criti- 
cism. shall only mention some these. 
not concerned with the authors. 
Rather, concerned with problems 
and views. There were horror stories 
meant settle accounts with our past, 
extraordinarily one-sided, mendacious 
their exaggeration 
reality, stories such the “Sea Sar- 
gassa” “Paved Hell.” The article writ- 
ten the anniversary Poznan was 
similar style. The core these stories 
was usually the arrests and tortures 
the innocent those who some other 
way were forced give false testimony, 
the morally and physically maltreated. 


from 


shall further mention series 
dozen articles) entitled “Notes 
from Amerdaganda” page 11], 
malicious, perfidious satire the exist- 
ing order our country. not con- 
cerned, however, with publications which 


were intentionally devoted entirely the 
past. Surely more important the tone 
and the atmosphere which permeated the 
majority publications. every oppor- 
tunity and every subject the authors 
lost opportunity strike the Stalin- 
ist past the Party. 

The constant reminder every oppor- 
tunity evermore beautiful and venom- 
ous words “what the Communists did 
Poland” had become conventional 
habit, almost confession faith, i.e., 
obsession. this manner even more 
than through leading articles, almost all 
spheres life Poland were 
essed.” If anyone was interested in the 
problem the Party and union cadres, 
could have learned from Nowa Kul- 
tura that the task these cadres the 
past “was have been and, unfor- 
tunately, was reality concerned with 
statistics. This constituted the only just 
and permissible expression the mean- 
ing proletarian psychology. These com- 
rades out respect for theory concerned 
themselves with statistics whatever way 
possible, overcoming 
and many others obstacles qualified 
useless remnants capitalism.” 

The fate of the 
delineated more less this way: 
“Seeking the ultimate truth about the 
and (2) “We 
stripped the deceitful picture Stalin- 
ism all its illusive verdicts, until finally 
there remained only the bare truth 
the system which had existed our coun- 


Polish nation was 


times which live,” 


try for the past several years hor- 


Stalinism" 


Have the elements Stalinism now 
disappeared from our life? Ah, “not 
the Nowa Kultura gave another 
estimate: “Speaking about the commu- 
nity, One must see is. For years 
now has been twice daily crowded into 
trams, baited, maltreated, and humiliated 
without interruption from morning till 
night. the shop, the cinema, the 
restaurant, the train, the office, the gov- 
ernment department, community that 
mortally weary—weary and gone wild.” 

The former policy our people’s gov- 
ernment and our Party was compared 
particularly spiteful way the pre- 
war period the Nazi occupation. Even 
article against anti-Semitism such 
arguments were used: from one 
thoughtlessness let not sink into an- 
other. From one barbarism let not 
sink into another, Our experiences with 
National Democratic terror, then Stalin- 
ist terror (what comparison!) not 


mean that must again return Na- 
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tional Democratic terror. had cap- 
italist speculation, and then nationalized 
poverty 

wrote the following 
about the prospects for our party. “Sec- 
tarianism the life CPs does not lie 
the fact that they are faultily or- 
ganized that they not permit the con- 
trol the Party 
nasses; lies the fact that the social 
function the Party makes impossible 


authorities the 


change this type organization.” 

this instance many others, 
judgment the past criteria was linked 
with that the present. sometimes 
difficult know whether one writer was 
speaking about the past conditions 
conditions which continue into the pres- 
ent. 

Essentially, Nowa Kultura considered 
the policy changes introduced the 
Party after the 8th Plenum very 
inadequate. The exaggerated criticism 
the past was intertwined with disap- 
proval the present. The post- 
October policy was generally viewed with 
reservations the kind contained the 
article about 
provincial town] Krasnik: 
ning fear that the introduction 


conclusion 


the new order the old way, when 
they come Krasnik after number 
years, they will find Krasnik unchanged.” 

Does this approach social problems 
correspond the attitude our Party? 
Not bit. The Party and its have 
submitted the errors the past sharp 
criticism, and have passed the im- 
plementation the new corrected policy. 
Only Poland 
were interested the constant rumina- 
tion the past and preserving these 
errors the social memory. Only they 
could draw political profit from the con- 
stant, one-sided, and falsely magnified 


reactionary elements 


accusations against Communists. 

One simply amazed that some com- 
rades were for long unable under- 
stand that certain point there was 
change the social sense and the 
social function these ruminations about 
errors and warpings, about the crimes 
Beriovshchina* and other things, that 
minus sign appeared before the numbers, 
and that two plus one ceased equal 
three. 

Even the accounts errors cited 
Nowa Kultura (apart from 
peated the reactionaries) were fully 
true (and that was not the case), the 


people bound the Party who realize 


Terroristic rule the Security 
the word derived, course, from for- 
mer Soviet police boss Beria. 


that without the Party there Social- 
ism and that without the Party there 
only counterrevolutionary terror, would 
only speak about those painful matters 
the past far this would essen- 
tial for change Party policy. They 
would heal the wounds social con- 
sciousness, instead scratching them 
open. But the team behaved other- 
wise. . 

Nowa Kultura has tried take very 
active part the polemics the so- 
called “left-wing,” taking the position, 
course, passionate defenders re- 
visionists and the revisionist trend 
wards legalization group within our 
Party. The small article defending the 
concept “wings,” (which was censored 
has had very eloquent post scriptum 
Nowa Kultura: 


and "Mad 


“The editors Nowa Kultura have 
ers who demand explanation the 
term ‘enragés’ which used more and 
more often our political vocabulary. 
connection with this, think 
should recalled that the above term 
has far had two meanings. 

“At first ‘enragés’ were the supporters 
radical methods, representatives 
poor people the towns who, during the 
great French Revolution, represented the 
radical popular wing the revolution. 
Marx said that the movement 
called life the Communist idea. 
was not, however, until the middle 
the 20th Century that this adjective, 
conjunction with some nouns, made 
‘political career’ for itself. Here are ex- 
amples its use: 

demand that those 
each and all them, shot!’ (Andrei 
trial Zinoviev, Kamenev, Yevdoki- 
mov and others.) 

Shoot them like mad dogs... 
Annihilate those accursed adders!’ (An- 
drei Vishinsky, prosecutor’s speech the 
trial Bukharin, Rzkov, Yagoda, Krestin- 
sky and others.) 

must smash the adder’s head 
with which tries bite us. There 
only one defense against mad dogs. One 
should kill them.’ (Alopi, prosecutor’s 
speech the trial Rajk and others.) 

“Not having full materials the 
trials Slansky, Geminder and others 
hand, cannot establish clearly how 
well that term has been used the 
prosecutor Urvalek. There reason 
think that could have avoided using 
it.” 

Thus, when took the struggle 


against the revision 
ciples the Party, Nowa Kultura 
charged with less than return 

not want recall again those 
malicious attacks against other Commu- 
nist Parties for their alleged failure 
follow our steps. not want men- 
tion that “corner” devoted Soviet af- 
fairs, which for many months has been 
spot where one inserts barbed remarks, 
not against the Soviet State, least 
against Soviet culture. 

could mention least dozens 
sympathetic allusions Nowa Kultura 
intellectual opposition other Com- 
munist Parties and oppositions the 
People’s Democracies. could mention 
the interviews with Claude Roy and oth- 
ers and the writings Communist au- 
thors coaxed Nowa Kultura which 
were presented for publication but which 
were censored. will only say that even 
Isaac Deutscher used scandalized 
such “renegades.” 

have given some quotations. Let 
one attempt maintain that they are 
fragments taken out context and 
random. could quote similar excerpts 
from articles and essays dating from 
1957 for hours. There are good reasons 
why the questioned censored articles 
Nowa Kultura form sizeable vol- 


"The Subject 


Nowa Kultura continues com- 
pletely silent the subject revision- 
ism. For long time Nowa Kultura has 
closed its eyes political reaction 
Poland, rather, reaction has only ex- 
isted the minds “horrified and 
routine-stricken servants the cause,” 
one the articles labeled us. Nowa 
Kultura gives the following evaluation: 
“In contrast the first postwar years, 
there are class centers reaction 
Polish society today. The former classes, 
deprived the material basis their 
social exploitation, are scattered and 
have mostly been incorporated into the 
newly-created State organism. Thus, they 
longer represent force 
capable endangering social achieve- 
ments.” appears that the over- 
whelming mass people whom one 
wrongly and senselessly applied the term 
‘reaction’ are people who are simply 
angry and who despair all the legal, 
economic and political results 
tarian violence perversely called ‘accel- 
erating the building 
Moreover, Nowa Kultura has asserted 
that “there absence serious class 
antagonism” Poland and has declared 


q 
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that “the average citizen only con- 
cerned with categories collective prop- 
Those are discoveries which 
“pure,” and “un-institution- 
al” Marxism leads. According Nowa 
Kultura, the only symptoms 
action are religious fanaticism and anti- 

Similar, though milder, charges could 
newspapers Poland, evaluating their 
activity since the first half 1957. Why 
have singled out Nowa Kultura? Not 
because, apart from Prostu* has 
been the most war-like spokesman op- 
position the Party from the standpoint 
petty revisionism and anarchism, but 
because after the 10th Plenum the CC, 
Nowa Kultura’s line did not undergo 
sufficient and consistent change. 


Building and Architecture 


After the 11th Plenum [February 
when the Party brought out program 
solve the housing problem, Nowa 
Kultura organized discussion 
ing and architecture Warsaw. Un- 
fortunately, from the beginning the dis- 
cussion was the wrong track. Once 
again the discussion was made more 
into opportunity express detestation 
the ugliness the capital city, which 
was apparently deprived its traditional 
beauty the parvenu “arrivistes” 
power. The tone was given the very 
opening the discussion whose guiding 
thought was this: “The scaffoldings gave 
hope, opened enormous possibilities 
human psychology while, the other 
hand, when the scaffoldings were removed 
during the next period, there was disap- 
pointment. People feel bad the city. 
They see its ugliness.” Small wonder that 
spite attempts save the situation 
some architects who participated the 
discussion, the debate developed more 
this spirit and Jerzy Czyz found occasion 
express the view that the city Warsaw 
would never again beautiful because 
“this optimism which has harmful 
effects. personally proclaim the thesis 
that the city will never better than 
the moment, because architecture 
expression the relations prevailing 
society, and all that have done 
now express what has prevailed, 
and what will later will the 
expression what now prevails. ‘re- 
lations prevailing society’ understand 
chaos, bureaucracy, neglect talent and 

put mildly, Nowa Kultura con- 


Liberal Communist student 


banned the Fall 1957. 


tinues preserve strange restraint 
the struggle against the forces the so- 
cial right-wing, especially against those 
forces which conceal their “rightism” 
democratic Socialist phrases. 

The paper published material the 
discussion about the Boy Scout move- 
ment. Various, undoubtedly important 
problems education were mentioned, 
but although raising its voice for such 
worthy cause, Nowa Kultura actually 
avoided taking any stand the problem 
the struggle against the reactionary po- 
litical influence the Scout movement 
possible that such facts as, for example, 
the changing names units from 
“Hanka Sawicka” and 
“Little Eagles “Baden- 
the comrades from Nowa Kultura? an- 
other, more serious matter. The attempts 
oppose the slogan Socialist education 
with reduced program for the educa- 
tion simply “decent men.” fight for 
these things going the Scout 
movement and the conciliatory interven- 
tion some our comrades proving 
serious obstacle, conciliatory interven- 
tion which, with its articles, Nowa Kul- 


Here why impossible regard 
the changes Nowa Kultura’s policy 
line sufficient, resolution the 10th 
Plenum resolutions worthy 
Communists, who even they went 
astray, will the final showdown stick 
with the Party. Even such matter 
the struggle laicization against “fide- 
ism,” where Nowa Kultura has re- 
munist take the right attitude, here 
Nowa Kultura seems adopting 
strangely two-faced attitude. Recently 
there was article Toeplitz 
entitled “Do Not Allow That the Un- 
lawful Sword (“Nie Dopuscic Aby 
Miecz Nieprawy which the au- 
thor took Nowa Kultura’s attitude 
the struggle for secularization. Polemiciz- 
ing with Catholic slogans, stresses sev- 
eral times that Nowa Kultura wants 
fight against “all kinds faith, all kinds 
mythology, all kinds domgatism,” 


Wartime leaders the Communist 
ZWM, Union Fighting Youth, both 
whom were killed World War II. 

Youthful defenders the city 
Lwow against the Ukrainians World 
War 

British founder Scouting move- 
ment. 


that participants this discussion treated 
their unbelief much more broadly than 
simple unbelief religious dogmas. 
compare this with the terminology 
which was, until very recently, used 
Nowa Kultura describe Marxism (and 
these articles swarmed with deliberations 
the subject the religious nature 
there arises the 
question whether these protestations are 
necessary order prevent people from 
—Lord forbid!—accusing Nowa Kultura 
taking the “pro” attitude the ques- 
tion the “faith socialism.” does 
Nowa Kultura really support the views 
certain lay bourgeois activists who say 
meaning both [Cardinal] Wyszynski’s and 
the Party’s “fideism.” 

Perhaps Nowa Kultura’s attitude 
matters culture and literature has the 
greatest significance both view the 
paper’s character, and the situation 
this sector our country’s social 
life. left this problem the end be- 
cause seems pertinent think about 
against background which evaluates the 
Nowa Kultura and also because mat- 
ters literature and culture there 
need differentiate between Nowa Kul- 
tura’s attitude 1957 and 1958. 
There are substantial differences save, 
perhaps, the fact that sensu stricto cul- 
tural subjects take increasingly more 
space Nowa Kultura. Anyway, 
impossible avoid this problem. To- 
gether with decrease social 
litical journalism, literary criticism and 
cultural problems come the fore. 
will not far back into the past. With 
the exception certain details, shall 
depend this year’s material which 
quite fresh. Especially representative here 
are two Nowa discussions: 
“Good and Bad and “The 
Thursday Dinner.” Both articles attempt 
objective the choice partici- 
pants well the lack any kind 
the results of the discussion. 

The subject the discussion about 
“Good and Bad Weather” (it took place 
only within the editorial team) was Po- 
lish literature 1957. The subject was 
very topical. The discussion concentrated 
not evaluation but describing the 
“meaning the art our time.” 

could expected that team 
Party members, writers, and critics would 
least make attempt carry out 
Marxist analysis Polish literature 
1957, that would think about its social 
sources, its social function, 
effects. word, that would 
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tempted answer the question: what 
struggle was this literature engaged, and 
how and why did the Socialist 
Unfortunately, these questions 
not even Attempts critical 
evaluation hardly Perhaps 
only Wilhelm Mach even approaches the 
problem. Without directly making 
evaluation from the point view the 
attitude contemporary Polish literature 
towards the struggle for Socialism, 
criticizes peculiar fragmentary charac- 
ter its scope interests. will quote 


cause? 
appear. 
exist 


here his opinion about the “youth” 
Polish literature: “Their writing hor- 
ribly automatic elemental, their 
‘naturalism’ vulgar, shallow examina- 


and 


tion the garbage bins everyday-ness. 
Naturalists like Flaubert and Zola knew 
what they wanted, what they opposed; 
and what truth about men and social life 
they wished express their writing 
technique. They were philosophers, psy- 
chologists and sociologists. Our youngest 
writers substituted 
words’ for philosophy and have used 
these words substitute for the cour- 
age truth. only they would repre- 
sent what they really see and experience 
instead trying for ‘smartness’ and for 
buffoonery. addition, they rid them- 
selves very quickly their debutant un- 
certainty and bashfulness. After the pub- 
lication few short stories they deter- 
mine the fate literature for the next 
hundred years least. They prophesy. 
One these young prophets recently 
told that, whether anyone liked 
not, only the literature which 
duce, the literature taverns, hangovers, 
and dramas criminal meeting places 
will become the ruling literature.” 


Hardly 


this just criticism 


anyone, however, supported 


Drama Communists” 


shall limit myself just one more 
central problem the discussion the 
“Drama Communists.” Everyone had 
say the matter and all, with the ex- 
ception Toeplitz and Mach, agreed 
that perhaps the virtue our literature 
lay the fact that became center 
all contemporary literature. What 
this “Drama Communists”? The 
name “Drama Communists” given 
the literature that set problems 
which have previously criticized its 
theoretical, sociological, political 
cial forms. This concerns the literature 
the subject the so-called “faults 
and distortions.” 

maintain that the attitude the edi- 
torial staff Nowa Kultura 


matter profoundly wrong and that such 


view the key problem literature 
harmful from the point view the 
must 
explicit discussing this literature. 
already have works this kind and 
Party can and must evaluate their 


interests Socialism. 


This literature one 
“Stalinism.” 


social function. 


“revenge” against so-called 
devoted exclusively, almost ex- 
clusively, not much that period 
many mistakes but 
those mistakes. Examples that 
kind are the aforementioned “Sargasso 
Sea,” “The Paved Hell,” short ac- 
count Salaburska about 
baited into suicide the ZMP (Union 
Polish Youth), the Party and the gen- 
eral fear the secret police, the alle- 
“Darkness Covers the 


which made 


very 


goric short 
Earth.” 


story 


Hlasko and Obsessed" 


Those nothing than 
articles Prostu presented belles 
lettres. They are all equally tendentious, 
Literature 
the does not see 


stories are else 


one-sided and socially false. 


anything our past except errors. “The 
Next One Paradise” 
Hlasko are the same literary kind. 
The Kultura has that 
been better oriented and has not been 
put off the fact that Hlasko had also 


and “Cemeteries” 


Paris respect 


been crowned with laurels 
publishers. The harm such exaggera- 
ted and obsessed literature not equal 
even greater, because its suggestive form 
ture, which incites the masses and which 
discourages them about our Party and 
Socialism. 


Does Nowa 


word of criticism on the social 


Kultura contain single 
function 
this literature. No, has 
printed rather its apology. For example, 
there has been quite eloquent 
Zimand which praised this kind 
form the struggle for Socialism. 
defended its right to exaggerate. He 
that literature the “Stalinist” 
era had more negative, more severe 


wrote 


and passionate than during the German 
occupation because during the occupation 
“this kind fate had been prepared for 
people other and now “‘it 
was prepared for Poles Poles” and 
“for Communists Communsts.” the 
same time, however, quite rightly 
characterized the content the majority 
this kind work: this kind 
story there are enough suicides ruin 
the good old Warsaw Gas Works.” Quite 


joke. 


This kind literature depicts the Six 
Year Plan era nightmare and 
dreadful thing and Communists hang- 
men dull fanatics. The only people 
who are honest and devoted 
ideas are prisoners the 10th Depart- 

you really not understand the ef- 
fects society such picture our 
Who could suppose that the Party 
who fights this kind press incitement 
and would allow such things 
short stories and novels. 

account the harmful effect 
politics the literature “errors and 
could not permit the 
publication the novel Shall De- 
tain Him for Clarification spite the 
Perhaps would good reading matter 
for our activists but its publication would 
cause only harm. 


“spitting” 


One should expect Communist writers 
fight against this kind literature and 
its foundations. However, 
there such fight because the major- 
ity them regard the “settlement ac- 
counts with errors and distortions” 
the main object their creative activity. 


“Angry and Disappointed 


They are not satisfied with the 
self-criticism. They think that each mem- 
ber their group, and generally every- 
one who can push pen, ought now 
sing the errors the Party. unim- 
portant whether writer lies exagger- 
ates long “expresses the moods 
angry and disappointed people.” Who 
will take the responsibility for the results 
this mass agitation? Who will reap its 
fruit? Why does nobody think about its 
influence the fate the nation? Why 
you not consider the fate the youth 
who, raised this kind literature, will 
present the main stream 
international Socialist development. 

They say that literature grows out 


obstacle in 


care for Socialism and represents mu- 
tiny against its distortions. The highest 
expression the care for Socialism was 
given the Party. who sees only 
distortions the past, who cannot forget 
these distortions, caused 
tion, spite the fact that the revolu- 
tion has departed from them, does not 
care for Socialism though may swear 
October. Whether wants not, 
supports the forces which 
venge Socialism, forces which exploit 


The Investigation Department the 
Security Police abolished 1956 Go- 
mulka. 


| 


anti-Socialist 
among the masses. 


our agitation 
You are tampering 
with the fate the nation and the fate 
Socialism you tolerate this state 
affairs any longer. 

“Drama Communists,” that 
rors, warpings and crimes which polluted 
the revolution, are the main issue 
times. The main problem our times 
the struggle against capitalism. The work- 
ing people understand this very well. The 
naive specialists “creatively” revised 
Marxism have justified their attacks 
“Stalinism” the Western CP’s their 
concern for the influence these Parties 
the masses, concern prevent the 
isolation these Parties. Here the ques- 
tion arises: what remains this commo- 
tion after one year? The French has 
retained its influence. 
does Claude Roy have? Italian Commu- 
nists are increasing their sphere influ- 
ence. What does Giolitti How 
did the commotion about 
20th CPSU report affect the 
Indonesia and India? No, did 
not harm them. Their forces and influ- 
ence among the millions 
homeless and oppressed people are grow- 
ing because not the matters which 
were mistaken, not our errors 
which are the salt this earth. The salt 
the earth means work for unemployed, 
bread for the hungry (not yet television 
and automobiles), and elementary school 
for the children (not yet full edition 
Camus’ works.) these matters Com- 
munists are and always were very much 
mistake. 


Here never 

necessary know how soberly 
judge the role, the place and the causes 
our mistakes and Be- 
rioushchina was fragment, episode. 
did not delete, could not delete the 
whole our struggle. The fight against 
because made weak. The 
numerical superiority few battalions 
decides the victory great battle. 
there are ten battalions too few, even 
hundred battalions will defeated. 
forecast great future disasters lurked 
the That why the 
breaking away from this evil great 
victory the movement. This matter 
cannot, however, presented in- 
sinuation that the Communist movement 
where disagreed with the lit- 
erary program Nowa Kultura, which 
evaluation the situation the workers’ 
movement and our past. 


“drama Com- 
Nowa Kultura fighting 
nauseam for freedom artistic creativ- 
ity, for its independence. 
Dinner” nearly all those taking part 
the discussion melt admiration for the 
“independence” the jury the latest 
literary prizes. Profiting from the oppor- 
tunity, they curse guided literature and 
the times dependence. People laugh be- 
cause those days juries were not inde- 
pendent our Party, prizes were awarded 
such untalented people Tuwim, Da- 
browska even Jan Kott himself. Now, 
however, the talented writer 


Together with the 
munists” 


Hlasko has been awarded prize. Any- 
way, the leaders this discussion were 
Jan Kott and Pawel Hertz, deserters from 
our Party. 

Any thought policy consciously 
Party-guided cultural selection arouses 
the fundamental opposition Nowa Kul- 
tura. The theory that the reader selects 
for himself and that “there are moral 
immoral works, there are only those 
which add our experience 
which not bring anything 


“AK 


is, for instance, the great prob- 
lems the so-called “AK 


Home Army 

analysis the material 
contained various publications shows 
that most the literature dealing with 
the AK’s wartime action distorts the truth 
about the occupation, glorifies the 
one-sided manner and evades the truth 
about the having been trained for 
combatting Socialism behalf 
bourgeois Poland. Nowa Kultura was un- 
able combat this type literature, 
had published considerable amount 
the anniversary the 1944 up- 


rising. Examples: 
Story About Sta- 
rowka.” 


compensating for the AK’s errors, 
we intended to restore dignity to this or- 
ganization’s struggle with the invader and 
waive all persecution persons who had 
been connected with the even the 
case AK-men who had the past 
been hostile the people’s authority; 
thus, also forgive their trespasses, but 
nothing more. 

cannot begin veiling the truth 
who was right the program for the 
struggle for the liberation the country. 
cannot allow any concealment the 
truth about which later 
produced many reactionary gangs. Had 
the international situation been different, 
the would have been internal 


counterrevolutionary army with General 
Anders’ army its external corps. 
not intend reproach members 
and soldiers Western formations with 
this every occasion but cannot 
allow the truth hidden, even the 
most artistic form. should say “even 


less so.’ 


Strong Bourgeois Convictions 


many writers and poets want 
precisely this, only goes show how 
deeply rooted the links with bourgeois 
traditions have become this sphere 
and how strong bourgeois convictions are. 
Also, how strong the influence cer- 
tain fashion is. all the more reason 
expect Communists criticize 
literature from the standpoint its truth 
and social function. would better 
had sufficient strength, had 
number Party intellectuals 
win this struggle way criticism, 
way free combat between the art 
proclaiming our truth and that other art, 
but not have such elements; 
comrades have taken sides with the ad- 
versary. must therefore win this bat- 
tle with the force workers’ State and 
its monopoly propaganda instruments, 
maybe even worse, but nevertheless win. 

There are other negative phenomena. 
Under the pretense artistic freedom, 
practiced dozens satirical theatre 
pieces. quote “piece” from the pro- 


Cracow satirical cabaret: 


gram Ol 


“Entrance Examinations 


Professor: shall begin the examina- 
tion, ladies and gentlemen. This gen- 
tleman here, would you tell why 
the Ministry Security has been abol- 


ished Poland?” 


were left after Swiatlo, Rozanski and 
Fejgin went 


Professor: “And this young 
here, would you explain why there 
prosperity the United States and 


none our country?” 


“Because over there they don’t have 
follow any brilliant ‘leading mod- 


els. 


Professor: “It warms the heart listen 


this. And they say that our youth 
unenlightened. 


Three notorious members the Se- 
curity Police the first defected the 
West, the last two were jailed for their part 


police repression. 
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wouldn’t wish such youth the worst 
enemy! And what the Polish radio’s 
best 


“Moscow. the Polish program.” 


Professor: “Excellent! always makes 
sleep well. And now the last 
question. What the best road 
Socialism?” 


“The one which the longest. 


This passage was confiscated But how 
many others are allowed pass! 

The Nowa Kultura group does not 
combat such flagrant reactionary subver- 
sion exercised under the cloak artistic 
freedom. The Nowa Kultura group 
blind such problems because all its 
attention concentrated the “drama 
the Communists” and the freedom 
artistic creativeness. the fact 
that some this creativeness purely 
reactionary also worry Communists? 

There yet another trend our liter- 


ature and the policy translations 
that worthy attention, namely, 
fashion for literature advocating 
mism and the hopelessness life. The 
popularity this type literature 
astounding. Nowa Kultura did not con- 


could further mention Nowa Kul- 
tura’s efforts publish, with very posi- 
tive introduction, 


graphic passages from “Ulysses.” 


not true that the louder, longer 
and more vehemently one decries “errors 
and the more one attached 
Socialism. not true that the 
harder one beats one’s wife, even when 
she has done wrong, the more one loves 
her. This expiation and obsession fre- 
quently gives vent emotional charge 
which entirely the reverse love for 
Socialism and many cases simply 
egotistical desire the part the 
writers rehabilitate themselves the 


eyes bourgeois community for the 
sin “collaboration” with the regime, 
sometimes simply contempt for what 
they call “common” and “plebeian” au- 
thority. 

The political balance-sheet of Nowa 
Kulture not constructive. don’t sup- 
pose there any use discussing the 
many other things which periodical 
edited Party writers ought fight for, 
and which Nowa Kultura treats off- 
hand manner, for instance the spread- 
ing and universalization culture. The 
most important thing consider the 
fact that Nowa Kultura not only desists 
from any literary creativeness, but that 
actual fact denies this postulate, de- 
fending the abstract notion creative 
freedom, time when section the 
writers are adopting bourgeois and petty- 
bourgeois political tendencies. Not only 
does Nowa Kultura refrain from combat- 
ting these tendencies but the contrary, 
manifests them itself more often than 
desirable. 


Current Developments continued from page 


Yugoslavs Report Death Law 


August Radio Belgrade reported that the Ro- 
manian National Assembly had adopted law which 
called for the death penalty for “damage the people’s 
property surpassing 100,000 


Party Demands Stronger Controls 


Giving the “protection Socialist motive, 
the Party appears moving toward even more rigid 
control over economic life. July the official Com- 
munist newspaper, Scinteia (Bucharest) stated that many 
enterprise heads had not been properly “checked.” 
example the kind thing such negligence could bring 
about, the paper cited the “embezzlement hundreds 
thousands from the ticket offices railroad stations 
Huedin, Vaslui and Bailesti.” 

Advocating further “steps aimed intensifying Party 
control over the State administrative and economic or- 
Scinteia cautioned that “enemies the working 
people inside and outside the country are trying every 
means harm Socialist property and undermine the eco- 
nomic base the people’s democratic regime.” Among 
these enemies, according the journal, are “former cap- 
italists and landowners, former big merchants, kulaks, 
Fascists and inveterate thieves.” The newspaper called the 
alleged violations “deeds counterrevolutionary nature.” 

earlier article July the Party organ recounted 
several cases disciplinary action the Communist or- 
ganization the Constantsa region. one case “the chief 
the cadre service the Cerna Voda cement factory” 
was removed from his party job “for failing fulfill his 
duties” and sent back his “basic profession.” Accord- 


ing the journal, the man “considered himself persecuted, 
got angry and ceased participating Party life.” 
was expelled. Another expellee whose “case” was discussed 
the newspaper was “the former Secretary 
gional Party Committee, Duma Vasile who refused 
fulfill the decisions the Party Committee and regional 
bureau.” Two other instances expulsion recounted 
the journal involved one Party functionary who “gave out 
Party secrets” was enlargement this phrase 
and another who “forgot Communist morals, began get 
drunk, beat his wife, etc.” 


Romanian Intellectuals Displease Regime 


The Romanian Party rumbled its displeasure writers 
and critics who are insufficiently attuned its literary 
directives. The official Party daily Scinteia (Bucharest), 
July 19, sounded the following warning and threat: 


“We must eliminate with all our determination the 
apolitical tendencies and compromises literary criticism, 
lift our Marxist criticism the peak its mili- 
tancy. Facts prove that one can remain neutral, one 
can accept Marxism well idealism, materialist dialec- 
tical criticism well subjectivist criticism. Liberalism 
and eclecticism inevitably lead descent into positions 
bourgeois ideology. who thinks that can last 
critic while engaging eclecticism and snobbism deceiv- 
ing himself.” 


The Scinteia article included the names many writers 
whose work had displeased the regime. Among these were 
Ion Frunzeti, Aurel Martin, Dumitru Micu, and Savin 
Bratu. Publications taken task included Viata Romin- 
easca, Tribuna and Gazeta Literara. 
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Recent and Related 


Flashes The Night: Collection 
Stories from Contemporary Hungary, 
Edited William Juhasz and Abraham 
Rothberg (Random House, $2.75). The 
repercussions the Hungarian Revolt 
have not yet been fully appreciated, and 
its influence has means been fully 
exhausted; few events have touched 
the mind and heart the world. The 
five authors presented this volume 
stories written the period 1954-1956 
are representative the finest contem- 
porary talent Hungarian letters, and 
their work reflects some the temper 
protest which produced and supported 
the 

Flashes the Night contains seven 
stories, carefully edited 
ture. They are sincere and honest, and 
have survived with integrity despite the 
rigid censorship and control over pub- 
lished material exercised State and 
Party. Some are Communist and 
fellow-traveler authors, and because 
this are perhaps more significant than 
they might otherwise be. The stories are 
uneven quality and different genres. 
Tibor Dery’s are high artistic merit; 
Gyarfas’ story popular humorous 
satire; Santha’s story stripped-down 
folk tale; Szabo’s piece more per- 
sonal reminiscence than story; Tamasi’s 
tales are peasant parables folk alle- 
gory, and imbued with genuine religious 
feeling. 

Dery’s “Love” describes man return- 
ing his wife and son after seven years 
political imprisonment Commu- 
nist jail. (Dery himself now jail.) 
His “Behind the Brick Wall” portrays 
Communist factory official who 
decent man and, consequence, driven 
illness and despair the role which 
Communist society forces upon him. 
“Old Man December” gentle satire 
Communist violation legal and 
natural order. “Flashes the Night” 
modelled the Biblical rendition 
Joseph, Mary and the Christ Child. 
These two are Aron Tamasi. Ferenc 
Santha’s “Straw Bliss” shows the delight 
man and his wife who are able 
buy three sheaves straw for their 
mattress. the satire, “Louis Kossuth 
Kisgomboc,” Miklos Gyarfas writes 
petty Party official small town 
who depletes the Party treasury and 
makes mockery Communist policy. 
Mother’s Tears the Bukk Moun- 
tains” Pal Szabo concerns old 
peasant woman crying out the universal 


question all mothers whose sons are 
prisoners war. 


The Broken Mirror: Collection 
Writings from Contemporary Poland, 
Edited Pawel Mayewski, Introduced 
Lionel Trilling (Random House, 
$3.50). Poland since 1955 has been the 
scene literary revival unparallelled 
the Soviet world. Despite the chaotic 
nature events, both internal and ex- 
ternal, the separation from the West, 
and Poland’s present precarious political 
and social state, there exists Polish 
literature which has remained faithful 
its native tradition, but possesses 
Western orientation. demonstrates 
vital concern with individual freedom, 
personal identity, and social justice. 
This literature has strength, complexity 
and intensity. 

The Broken Mirror presents cross- 
pieces, stories, essays, 
writings seven major writers, all 
them Communists former Commu- 
nists the liberalizing mode currently 
under attack. Although they are not 
well known outside their country 
others their compatriots, yet their 
writings speaks powerfully for them and 
for the kind activity going their 
country. 

“The New Philosophical School” 
Tadeusz Rozewicz shows how young 
Polish student exists society which 
alien his national “The 
Defense Granada” Kazimierz 
Brandys sophisticated explanation 
of, and part apology for, the intellec- 
tual and human crimes the Stalinist 
era. “The Philosopher’s Den” Zbig- 
niew Herbert depicts the state men 
who have mastered the art acquies- 
cence. “Notes for Biography” 
Wiktor Woroszylski observes the force 
with which the Polish intellectual com- 
mitted himself hopes for freer ex- 
pression after Stalin’s death. “Perma- 
nent and Transitory Aspects Marx- 
ism” the young philosopher Leszek 
Kolakowski attempt distinguish 
“true Marxism” opposed the 
Communism historical reality; Jan 
tends this distinction include frankly 
humanistic concepts which reject the 
basic pillars traditional “Marxism.” 
“Recollections from the House the 
Dead” Pawel Hertz are reminiscences 
“the sad years” for Polish writers— 


between 1949 and 1953—when there was 
little but gloom and spiritual atrophy. 


Final Report, Diplomatic Memoirs 
Colonel Jozef Beck (Robert Speller 
Sons: $6.00). November 1932 
Marshal Pilsudski appointed Colonel 
Beck Foreign Minister Poland, suc- 
ceeding August Zaleski. During Beck’s 
seven years this position such events 
took place the German-Polish non- 
Aggression Pact, the disintegration 
the League Nations, Hitler’s increas- 
ingly war-like actions the Rhineland, 
Austria and Czechoslovakia, the Anglo- 
Polish Agreement 1939, the German 
invasion Poland September 1939, 
and the continuation the fight the 
Polish Government-in-Exile. Colonel 
Beck’s memoirs cover the period from 
1926 1939 with further commentaries 
the diplomatic history World War 
Photographs, appendix, index. 


Russia, the Atom and the West, 
George Kennan (Harper Brothers: 
$2.50). The first six chapters this 
book were delivered Mr. Kennan 
the Reith Lectures over the BBC Eng- 
land and prompted world-wide discussion 
because the startling military, politi- 
cal and economic suggestions. Mr. Ken- 
nan’s topics are: Russia: The Internal 
Scene; The Soviet Mind and World 
Realities; The Problem Eastern and 
Central Europe; The Military Problem; 
The Non-European World; Strengthen- 
ing NATO—to What End? The last 
chapter, dealing with Anglo-American 
relations and published here for the first 
time, analyzes the differences and com- 
mon interests the two countries. 


Allied Wartime Diplomacy: Pattern 
Poland, Edward Rozek (John 
Wiley Sons: $6.95). 
documented study conquest 
Poland illustrating both the complex 
strategy and tactics used Soviet lead- 
ers and the role played circumsiances 
and events outside the Soviet sphere 
contributing the success their for- 
eign policy. necessity, study 
Soviet-Polish relations between 1939 and 
1947 must concerned with the foreign 
policies Great Britain and the United 
States insofar they touched the 
common problems Poland and the 
Soviet Union. Much the documen- 
tary material has been taken from the 
documents Stanislaw Mikolaj- 
former Premier Poland, and 
from his oral remarks. Foreword, pref- 
ace, appendices, bibliography, index. 
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